


How Does “My Daily Devotion for My
Personal Spiritual Growth” Time Work?

“My personal daily devotional” is designed to help you reflect on a story
from God’sWord, pray about it, and then connect to God on a personal
level.These devotions will take you through the Bible.The idea is simple:
discover how God’sWord is relevant to you each day. I believe that the
spiritual results in your life alone will impact your daily life and help you
be rooted in the scriptures. Remember, one of our key mottos is “we
learn that Bible in order that we may live the Bible”.

I know you are busy with work, school, ballgames, and all that life throws
at you, so the devotion is designed to be flexible and mobile.You can use
this at the dinner table, before bed, or in your car.You decide what works
best for you. Here are some suggestions for maximizing spiritual growth
through these devotionals:

• Decide on a time when you can be alone with God for a few
minutes each day.
• My Daily Devotion for My Personal Spiritual Growth is updated
every quarter. Be sure to get the latest version and remember,
they are free.
• To change things up, you can take turns with someone in your
family reading the daily verses and devotion and then discuss it.
• After the devotion, spend time in prayer about what you just
read and ask God to speak to your heart and help you apply
and live out what you’ve learned.
• At the end of the week, review what you’ve read as to refresh
your spirit and mind of what you covered earlier in the week.
• Finally, don’t be intimated by having a spiritual conversations
with your family, friends, etc. about what God has been teaching
you. It may have a deep impact on their life by you sharing your
life with them.

It is my hope and prayer that you enjoy this journey through God’sWord
in your personal time. I know that as you commit to it and apply it, that
God’sWord will transform you and your family in ways never expected!

In Christ,
Pastor Larry



Day 1- Read Ezekiel 40
What does it say?
God showed Ezekiel the future temple in the land of Israel through a vision. He was to
observe all that he witnessed and share it with the house of Israel.
What does it mean?
God wanted His people to grasp the importance of holy living, even in their period of
exile. He cast the vision to Ezekiel by revealing the blueprint of the temple which will
stand during the millennial reign of Christ. The Lord’s plans left no wasted spaces,
God intends to use every inch for His purposes. The Lord wants His presence to be
the central standard of measurement for the holy lifestyle of His people. Everything is
to be built around His holiness.
How should I respond?
God still expects His followers to be holy. Every inch of space in a believer’s life is to
be centered on His holy presence and ruled by His holy Word, which reveals God’s
plan and purpose. Holiness, then, results from committing to do what is right, getting
rid of known sin, and submitting to God’s discipline (Romans 6:19; 2 Corinthians 7:1;
Hebrews 12:10). By what standard are you measuring each are of your life? What
area of your heart doesn’t quite measure up to His standards? Today, ask the Lord to
help you observe and obey His plan for holiness and share it with someone else.

Day 2- Read Ezekiel 41
What does it say?
Ezekiel described the outer and inner sanctuary of the temple from his vision. Be-
tween the two areas, he noticed what was called, ““This is the table that is before the
Lord.”
What does it mean?
Details like the beautifully carved wooden doors signaled to Ezekiel that the inner
sanctuary was truly set apart and special. Just before the Most Holy Place, he saw the
only piece of furniture mentioned, ““This is the table that is before the Lord,” which is
believed to be where the bread of presence will be placed during Christ’s millennial
reign. In previous temples the twelve cakes of showbread provided nourishment for
the priests, who are it on the Sabbath after the twelve fresh loaves were placed on the
table. It represented the Lord’s continual presence with His people as the Sustainer of
life.
How should I respond?
Christ Jesus called Himself, “the Bread of Life,” identifying with the bread of presence
that was placed on the table just outside the Holy of Holies (John 6:48). The world pic-
ture is a vivid reminder of the sacrifice He made to connect us with the presence of
God the Father. Though you can’t see Jesus with your eyes right now, you can find
sustenance for your soul by accepting His sacrifice, enabling you to live a holy life. Are
you hungry for God’s presence in your daily life? Remember today that Jesus is your
Sustainer – the Bread of Life.
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Day 3- Read Ezekiel 42
What does it say?
Ezekiel was led into the area of the temple where the priests would change their
garments and eat the most holy offerings.
What does it mean?
In the Millennial Temple there will be a measurable difference between the spaces for the
people and the place where the Lord dwells. The priests will have their own rooms close to
God’s dwelling, where they’ll eat, dress, and prepare to enter His presence. In the holiest
spot of the temple, an avenue will create a boundary between the perfection of God and
the people’s shortcomings. The priests can present sin and guilt offerings there on the
people’s behalf. As the priests come back to the common spaces, the people will be re-
minded of their need for reconciliation through Christ, the Great High Priest.
How should I respond?
The boundary lines of reverent behavior have been blurred in our society. Respect for
sacred things has all but disappeared. Ezekiel’s prophecy of the Millennial Temple is
evidence that God still maintains sacred boundaries. Just as the priests prepare to end
God’s sanctuary, we prepare to live daily in His presence by respecting the boundaries He
sets for a holy lifestyle. Any habit or friendship that pulls you to your old lifestyle or old way
of thinking is outside of God’s boundaries (1 Peter 1:14-16). When you stay close to
Christ, your life looks less like the ordinary world and more like His holy character. What
might be blurring the boundaries between holy and ordinary living in your life right now?
Choose to be set apart from the common things of the world today. When you see a
boundary line, don’t cross it.

Day 4 - Read Ezekiel 43:1-12
What does it say?
When the glory of God returns to the temple to live forever, Israel will never again defile
His holy name.
What does it mean?
The Lord will one day take His rightful position at the center of worldwide worship when
His presence returns to the Millennial Temple. His glory had previously departed the
temple due to all Israel had done to defile His name and His dwelling place with the temple
due to all Israel had done to defile His name and His dwelling place with idolatry. One day,
God’s people will fully acknowledge their sin, paving the way for restored fellowship with
Him. God wanted Ezekiel to communicate His desire for holy living, according to His law,
in the present as well as in the future. He laid out the clear expectation that His people
would build a community centered upon glorifying Him.
How should I respond?
Worship is a lifestyle, not an event. You offer your life back to God as an act of worship by
getting rid of anything that doesn’t honor Him and by being set apart from the world as we
discussed yesterday. The Lord does not simply accept a “both…and” approach to worship.
He alone belongs at the highest position in our lives. What elements of “and” are included
in your worship? What might be causing you to look more like the world and less like Him?
Today, be aware of the Lord’s presence. Make each decision and reaction an act of wor-
ship by choosing to glorify Christ. www.pastorlarry.org
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Day 5 - Read Ezekiel 43:13-27
What does it say?
Ezekiel was given the specific plans for the altar and for the sacrifices that would be
made on it in order to dedicate it as a pure place to make sin and fellowship offerings.
What does it mean?
Ezekiel’s prophecy looks forward to the millennial age but also points to the cross of
Christ. By offering the blemish-free sacrifices for seven days, the priests of the Millen-
nial Temple will mirror the completed work of Christ on the cross, as both the High
Priest and the pure Lamb of God. The observance of the seven days of sacrifices is
significant because seven is the number of completion in Scripture (Exodus 29:35;
Leviticus 8:33). The cross would be the altar making restored fellowship between man
and God possible. As the people bring offerings to God, the completed work of salva-
tion through the sacrifice of Jesus will be remembered.
How should I respond?
The span between God’s holiness and your sin was bridged at the altar of the cross.
Your salvation is complete by accepting His sacrifice. However, temptation to sin still
exists. Enjoying continued fellowship with the Lord comes by bringing your sins before
Him daily. Today, renew your heart to complete fellowship with the Lord by asking Him
for forgiveness where you’ve messed up. Your life will be marked by either the shame
of sin or by the sacrifice of Jesus. Which does God see when He looks at you today?
You can’t cross the gap between God’s holiness and your sin, but Jesus can.

Day 6 - Read Ezekiel 44
What does it say?
The east outer gate of the temple will remain shut. Only Levitical priests from the line
of Zadok will be permitted to perform priestly duties.
What does it mean?
A lifestyle that honors God will be established during the Messiah’s 1,000-year reign on
Earth. The glory of the Lord will return to Israel through the same gate from which it
previously left (Ezekiel 10:18-19). His glory will fill and sanctify the temple, never again
to depart, as signified by the closed gate. Ezekiel’s spontaneous worship at the sight of
God’s glory exemplifies the type of authentic worship worthy of the Lord’s continual
presence. Because of their faithfulness, Zadokite priests will teach the people how to
respectfully approach God and now to live holy lives set apart unto Him. .
How should I respond?
As a follower of Christ, your body is the present-day temple of the Holy Spirit. Even
though God’s Sprit will never leave you, it’s possible to stifle His work in your life. We
need to guard against grieving the Spirit and determine to live holy lives set apart to
God. Galatians 5:16 tells us to “walk by the Spirit.” When you obey the commands of
Scripture, you submit yourself to the Spirit’s continual control. He will personally em-
power you so that holy living and authentic worship become your lifestyle. As you study
God’s Word, what changes do you find His Spirit persuading you to make?
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Day 7 - Read Ezekiel 45:1-12
What does it say?
The Lord gave Ezekiel instructions for future allotments of Israel’s land: first to the
Lord and then to the priests, the prince, and the Israelites.
What does it mean?
First and foremost, Israel will offer a portion of land to the Lord to be used for holy
purposes. Even though the whole earth belongs to the Lord, this offering is essential
as an act of obedience and worship. This sacred area will be the site of the temple,
and its central location will provide equal access to all. The temple’s location
wonderfully illustrates the fact that God must be the center of the lives of His people.
Ezekiel used the future blessings of inheritance and a fair government to urge the
leaders of his day to repent of their oppressive ways and to begin protecting the
people’s rights.
How should I respond?
What do you own? Maybe you begin mentally listing your possessions, or maybe you
responded with, “Everything is mine.” However, Psalm 24:1 tells us that God owns
everything. He has graciously entrusted you with what you have during your time of
Earth. As you give to further His work and help others, you are worshiping the Lord
through your gifts. Keeping an open hand after receiving God’s blessings allows you
to release those blessings as gifts back into His service, but a closed hand cannot.
Which “hand” does the Lord see when He searches your heart?

Day 8 - Read Ezekiel 45:13-46:24
What does it say?
The sacrificial system will be reinstated. The prince will be responsible for collecting
the offerings from the people and sacrificing them to the Lord.
What does it mean?
Jesus’ once-for-all sacrificial death provided deliverance from sin and made the need
for a sacrificial system obsolete; however, God will reinstate this system. Why? This
will be Israel’s opportunity to worship Jesus as the Christ. The sacrifices they offer will
be memorials of Christ’s death. Just as believers today partake of the bread and cup in
remembrance of Jesus’ death, Israel will commemorate His sacrifice as the Lamb of
God. The daily offering of a lamb without blemish may demonstrate the rededication of
their lives to Him each day. All worship and praise will be due Christ the Lord!
How should I respond?
God is interested in every detail of your worship. Even though there is no sacrificial
system in place today, how you chose to live each day is your personal, living, and
holy sacrifice to the Lord (Romans 12:1). How can you give anything less than a life of
dedication to the One who gave His life for you? As you dedicate yourself daily to the
Lord’s use, you will continually live out your service of worship. What God-given
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Day 9 - Read Ezekiel 47
What does it say?
Ezekiel’s guide showed him a river flowing eastward from under the temple. The
boundaries to be used for dividing the land are specified by God.
What does it mean?
In His future kingdom, the water flowing from the Lord’s temple will be a reminder of
the presences of blessings of God. This river is a beautiful picture of the mercy and
grace extended through Jesus Christ. As the endless flow of life-giving water deepens,
so the grace of God increases to meet every need. He alone has the power to trans-
form death into life, as will be evidenced by the desert blossoming (Isaiah 35:1). Trees
will bear perpetual fruit for food and leaves for medicinal purposes. Israel and believing
Gentiles will live in the Promised Land under the blessing of the Lord during His 1,000-
year reign.
How should I respond?
No one is beyond the reach of God’s mercy and grace. Regardless of what you may
have done or how broken you may be, the Lord freely offers living water to you (John
4:10). Jesus was referring to the Holy Spirit, Who not only gives eternal life but offers
satisfaction in the life as well (John 7:37-39). His transforming power has the authority
to forgive, cleanse, and heal. What areas of your life need to be saturated with God’s
living water? Will you allow His Spirit to flow in and through you?

Day 10 - Read Ezekiel 48
What does it say?
Land will be divided among the twelve tribes in Israel. Upon establishment of
Jerusalem, the city will be given a new name.
What does it mean?
God, as He had promised, will bring the restoration of Israel to fruition. Israel’s people
from all over the world will be brought together to live in the land that had been
pledged to them. The glory of God, which had departed from Jerusalem (Ezekiel
10:18-19), will return (Ezekiel 44:1-2). This city will be like no other because the glory
of God will dwell in the sanctuary of the temple. The returned presence of the Lord will
never again depart, and the inhabitants will enjoy His continuous fellowship. Hence-
forth, the new name of this city will be, “The LORD is There.”
How should I respond?
God’s future presence in restored Israel typifies His presence today in those who have
been redeemed by the blood of Jesus. At the moment you became a Christ follower,
the Holy Spirit took up permanent residence within you. He is closer than your heart-
beat and offers an unlimited supply of fellowship. You must be intentional to experience
this relationship fully. Are you passionately pursuing God through His Word, prayer,
and worship, or do you remain on the perimeter of all He offers? How great is your de-
sire to know the Lord intimately? His presence and power are available right now.
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Day 11 - Read Daniel 1
What does it say?
Judah was conquered by the Lord’s instrument of judgement, Babylon. Daniel was
taken captive and chosen to be trained to serve King Nebuchadnezzar.
What does it mean?
Daniel made a courageous appeal when he was ordered to do something that violated
his beliefs as a descendant of Judah. God blessed Daniel and his friends with sound
reasoning skills along with insight and discernment to interpret the events around them
clearly. They were enabled to honor God even while they served the pagan king.
Daniel maintained godly standards in a time of intense pressure and insecurity. Their
chief desire, as God’s children, was to please Him and maintain their resolve to do
what was right in difficult circumstances.
How should I respond?
Obedience to God requires personal resolve. You make choices every day about
things that may wound your conscience or break fellowship with the Lord. It’s impossi-
ble to follow Christ and participate in all that’s available to you. Is it your habit to refuse
things that are not pleasing to God? What questionable situation at school, at work, or
in your family comes to mind? To whom should you appeal or offer a different plan?
Ask God for courage to trust Him while also maintaining an attitude that pleases Him.
Challenging situations are p=opportunities to prove the faithfulness of God in your per-
sonal life.

Day 12 - Read Daniel 2:1-23
What does it say?
King Nebuchadnezzar's disturbing dream led to a death sentence for all Babylon’s
wise men. Daniel and his friends sought God, and He revealed the mystery to Daniel.
What does it mean?
The most disturbing situation became an opportunity to seek and glorify God. Daniel,
calm and courageous, asked for time to seek God to do what was humanly impossible.
He sought his friends and challenged them to pray for God’s mercy. They asked God
to do what only He could do: reveal the dream and its meaning. When God revealed
the mystery, Daniel expressed gratitude for intimate knowledge of God and exalted
Him opening. Daniel was certainly an impressive man, but the reason was not found
within himself but in his relationship with the God of Heaven.
How should I respond?
How do you normally respond when faced with an impossible situation? Do you rely on
your own good sense, or is it your habit to seek God and ask friends to pray? You may
be blessed with good intellect and sound judgment, but you are not alone or on your
own when you face struggles that seem impossible. As you pray and study the Bible,
God will direct you with commands, prohibitions, and principles that can be drawn from
His Word. Pray. Ask reliable followers of Christ to pray with you specifically; then look
to your all-knowing God to direct and work in your difficult circumstances. Determine
today to rely on the Lord rather than on your own reasoning.
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Day 13 - Read Daniel 2:24-49
What does it say?
Daniel interpreted King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. The king acknowledged Daniel’s
God as the Lord of kings.
What does it mean?
Daniel was God’s messenger who revealed mysteries fulfilled in his day as well as
prophecies yet to be fulfilled. Nebuchadnezzar’s prophetic dream not only revealed his
place in history, it also demonstrated God’s sovereignty over earthly authorities. The
Rock in the dream represents Christ, who will one day establish His millennial kingdom
on Earth. Daniel’s God-given insight caused this conquering king to fall prostrate, tak-
ing his rightful place before the Lord of kings and giving praise to Daniel’s God. God is
all-knowing.
How should I respond?
Every generation has its measure of challenges. You face exhilarating and disturbing
events as you live through your segment of history. God is never surprised by world
events or your actions and reactions to circumstances. How do you cope with the
highs and lows of life? As you grow in the knowledge of God, your relationship with the
Lord of history should impact your attitudes and actions. Ultimately, Christ will rule over
all. That fact enables those who know Him to live confidently without fear and worry.
Will you trust the god of Heaven with your concerns today, serving Him right where you
are?

Day 14 - Read Daniel 3
What does it say?
Daniel’s friends refused to worship King Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image and were
thrown into the fiery furnace. God was with them and protected and delivered them.
What does it mean?
In an amazing display of courageous faith, Daniel’s friends chose obedience to God in
the face of imminent death. These Jewish exiles must have felt political and religious
pressure to bow to the king’s image. Their refusal to submit led to experiencing the
companionship of their powerful God in a way they never could of imagined. As a re-
sult, all the Babylonian empire heard that the God of the Jews is more powerful than
any authority. The prophetic significance of this event pictures a future time when a
Gentile ruler will put to death any who refuse to worship him during the Tribulation.
How should I respond?
There are times when obeying God is more important that life itself. God is with you
when you are called to suffer because you choose to please Him. When you suffer for
honoring God and doing what is right, He may allow you to go through the trial or de-
liver you from the consequences. Either way, you will have the opportunity to experi-
ence his companionship in suffering with an awareness of the Lord’s close presence
that is seldom experienced any other way. What change in your behavior would reveal
a personal belief that obedience is necessary regardless of the consequences?
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Day 15 - Read Daniel 4
What does it say?
Daniel interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, warning him to renounce his sin and do
what was right. The king refused to repent, so God fulfilled the dream.
What does it mean?
Nebuchadnezzar’s knowledge of the Lord came only from observation. Keeping his
distance while he watched God act on behalf of others allowed the king to maintain his
pride and polytheistic beliefs. God intervened so Nebuchadnezzar would know first-
hand the greatness of His power. After being humbled, the king acknowledged his
place before the God of Heaven, who has authority over all yet is active in the lives of
individuals. Nebuchadnezzar realized that the God of Israel had power to accomplish
His will in and for his personally.
How should I respond?
God still intervenes in the lives of individuals. He is a self-revealing, caring God who
desires that we know of Him in order to know Him personally. Do you only observe
God at work in someone else’s life, or have you gained firsthand knowledge of Him?
When you spend time with the Lord in prayer and reading Scripture you recognize
thanks about yourself and gain greater understanding of His character. Knowing God is
more than just reading the Bible; actively listening engages your thinking and your will
to order to interact with God. Will you talk to God and listen to His Word in order to
know Him?

Day 16 - Read Daniel 5
What does it say?
King Belshazzar rejected God’s warning to repent. Daniel interpreted the writing on the
wall as God’s warning of imminent judgement.
What does it mean?
King Belshazzar repeated the sin of Nebuchadnezzar, his father; arrogance toward the
holy God of Israel. God evaluated the king’s leadership and gave him the opportunity
to repent through Daniel’s interpretation. Rather than heed Daniel’s warning. Belshaz-
zar persisted in pride, continued in his revelry, and showed contempt for the Lord. His
reign ended that night because he refused to humble himself before God. God has au-
thority over world powers and holds them accountable.
How should I respond?
When God gives people positions of authority, He expects them to lead with godly
character. God’s moral and spiritual standards, found in Scripture, are the standards by
which our character will be judged. Only Jesus met those standards perfectly. It stands
to reason that living by His power through the filling of the Holy Spirit is the only way
you can live righteously. In what areas do you have God-given authority? Are you a
parent, boss, church of community leader? As such, how does your character reflect
Christ? Ask God to reveal any areas of arrogance in how you lead. You can live each
day filled with the Spirit and empowered for the work God has for you.
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Day 17 - Read Daniel 6
What does it say?
King Darius rejoiced that Daniel’s God delivered him from death in the lions’ den.
What does it mean?
Spiritual faithfulness and vocational success did not guarantee an easy life for Daniel.
The enemies of God and His people were persistent, cunning, and clever. Envious
men watched Daniel’s life to find a way to trap him and dishonor his God. It took great
courage and commitment for Daniel to take a stand; his faithfulness to the Lord had
consequences. God could have rescued Daniel from going into the lions’ den or deliv-
ered him to Heaven through physical death. Instead, God shut the mouths of hungry li-
ons. Either way, He is the living, eternal God who is completely trustworthy.
How should I respond?
In a world that rejects Christ, there are consequences for those who openly follow Him.
Being a Christian certainly doesn’t guarantee a life of ease - quite the opposite (John
15:18). What belief or conviction are you standing for despite the consequences? Do
you bow your head in public and ask God to bless your food? Is your language differ-
ent from others? Whey suffering because of a godly choice, you can trust the Lord for
deliverance, although it may come in an unexpected way and at a different time than
you wished. Will you trust the Lord to work in your circumstances the way He thinks is
best - for His glory? You may experience opposition or persecution for faithfully follow-
ing Jesus, but He promises to always be with you.

Day 18 - Read Daniel 7
What does it say?
Daniel had troubling dreams of beasts and visions of God. The interpretation assured
him the saints of God will be part of His eternal kingdom.
What does it mean?
Daniel was troubled when he saw the frailty of our world system revealed in thousands
of years of world history. As powerful nations rose and then fell to more ferocious na-
tions, Daniel saw God’s holiness, glory, and sovereign power. The Lord will judge every
nation and be victorious overall authorities. The return of the Son of Man will inaugu-
rate end time events. God will then establish His kingdom, which includes all who have
believed in Him throughout the centuries. Every nation will worship Him. God is
present and faithful to His people throughout all the tumultuous events of history.
How should I respond?
What world situation causes you to be fearful? As nations arise and conquer world
powers, there is an ebb and flow of prosperity and advancement along with failure and
destruction. You may be greatly affected by these world changes. It’s good to remem-
ber that through it all, God remains faithful. His plan to establish His eternal kingdom
for all who trust in His is sure. When you are troubled by events that impact your life,
what do you do? Will you develop a new response by relying on God and claiming His
promises? How will you count on His faithfulness today?



www.pastorlarry.org

Day 19 - Read Daniel 8
What does it say?
Gabriel interpreted Daniel’s vision of the ram and goat. The vision revealed future
world powers that would be antagonistic toward God and His people
What does it mean?
God charged Daniel to preserve this disturbing prophecy of future events when world
leaders will deceive Israel and oppose her God. This prophecy refers to the Greek
domination of Israel and also foreshadows the Anti-Christ in the future. The rise to
power of the final king will not be by human means alone. The desecration of all that
Israel considers holy will come to an end when this godless leaders is destroyed by
God’s sovereign power. Terrifying as the vision was, knowing these things in advance
prepared Daniel and God’s people to continue living for Him through terrible times with
the knowledge that when the end comes, God wins.
How should I respond?
From Scripture we know there will be an end to human history. It may be near or far
away. Studying events that are yet to come both challenges and prepares you to live
each day for Christ in His strength, not your own. What has God called you to do? Just
as Daniel continued his work for the king, you are given the opportunity to invest your
abilities and resources for eternal value. How does your knowledge of God’s final vic-
tory motivate you to share Christ? God the Holy Spirit will empower you to accomplish
things that matter for eternity. Focus today on the eternal, not the temporal.

Day 20 - Read Daniel 9
What does it say?
God sent Gabriel to give insight in response to Daniel’s prayer. God promised to atone
for sin, establish His righteous kingdom on earth, and enthrone His Anointed One.
What does it mean?
Daniel was given understanding of the Scriptures as he studied the prophecies of
Jeremiah, which moved him to prayer and fasting. Throughout Daniel’s heartfelt prayer,
two things flooded his thoughts: God’s righteous character and the depth of his people’s
sin. He confessed sin on the basis of God’s mercy alone, knowing that no person has
righteousness within himself. To reassure Daniel of His love for Israel, God sent Gabriel
to reveal the future of Jerusalem and the Anointed One, Who would provide atone-
ments for sin and establish His righteousness on earth.
How should I respond?
What are you counting on to be right with God? It’s important to know that you cannot
rely on anything within yourself. No one is good enough to stand before the Lord in a
natural, sinful state. God has mercifully provided atonement for our sin through Jesus.
He imparts His righteousness when you confess and repent of sin and receive God’s
forgiveness. When God looks at a follower of Christ, He no longer sees your sin, He
sees Christ’s righteousness. How will that fact impact your choices today? Maintain
prayerfulness and your study of Scripture so you can live to please God when tempta-
tion to sin rears its head.



www.pastorlarry.org

Day 21 - Read Daniel 10
What does it say?
God gave a vision that overwhelmed Daniel, but God’s messenger strengthened him.
What does it mean?
Under Cyrus, Israel’s captivity had come to an end, and many Jewish exiles had re-
turned to reoccupy Jerusalem. But God revealed to Daniel that Israel’s future would
continue to be filled with conflict. This news caused him to mourn and put everything
aside in order to seek God and pray. God responded to Daniel’s prayer by sending a
vision and His messenger who explained future events and gave him encouragement.
The prince of Persia and prince of Greece are thought to be Satan’s demons, who op-
pose God’s messengers. The angel pulled back the earthly curtain and gave Daniel a
view of spiritual activity triggered by the prayer of God’s people.
How should I respond?
Prayer is spiritual warfare activated by those who love God (Ephesians 6:12 & 18). Be-
cause the Lord hears and responds when we call on Him, we should be motivated to
talk with Him in both good times and bad. How would you describe your communica-
tion with God? You may never know what spiritual activity your prayers have prompted
or the hidden battles being fought on your behalf. God will give you strength to pray
and continue praying as you look to Him and wait for His answer. Commit to consis-
tently attend the battle and persist in prayer for God’s will.

Day 22 - Read Daniel 11
What does it say?
Daniels’ messenger revealed Israel’s persecution under Persian, Greek, and Roman
rulers. He spoke of a king who would declare himself to be god at the end of time.
What does it mean?
The content of this chapter was future to Daniel, but much of it is history to us. The
messenger from God continued to give Daniel understanding of what was ahead for Is-
rael. History corroborates the accuracy of the message, but beginning in verse 36,
events are foretold that have not yet happened. In the final seven years of history, a
ruler will reject Christ and set up a one-wold religion with himself as god. From
Jerusalem he will seek to conquer the world, but he will fail. Daniel’s prophecy is a re-
minder that God is all-knowing, all-powerful, and sovereign over history. Ultimately,
wickedness will not prevail.
How should I respond?
Does some difficulty have you baffled and confused? Are yo wondering what God’s will
is in the situation? The Lord knows your future just as surely as He knows the future of
human history. Sometimes it appears the wicked are winning, but the passage reminds
us that God will have the last word in all earthy matters. You can have unswerving con-
fidence in Christ, regardless of your circumstances. This doesn’t mean bad things
won’t happen, but God knows what is going on and He is with you. You win when you
trust God, confident of His presence and provision throughout your difficulty.
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Day 23 - Read Daniel 12
What does it say?
Israel will experience great distress, deliverance, and resurrection of the dead.
What does it mean?
The promise of Israel’s ultimate deliverance must have consoled Daniel, even as he
tried to make sense of it all. In answer to his questions, the angel explained that good
and evil would continue until the end of time, but Daniel was to continue living for God.
Even though Daniel would die before all these things happened, the angel promised
that he would be resurrected and would receive a reward for faithfulness. Daniel was
given the responsibly of recording this prophecy for future generations. As he wrote it
all down, Daniel had to live with the burden of what his loved ones would face…but he
knew he could trust God with their future.
How should I respond?
There are multitudes trusting the Lord as persecution of God’s people increases all
over the world. You may not understand why such evil exists, but you can continue liv-
ing to honor Christ and persevered to accomplish the work He has given you. How will
you live each day as you wait for God to bring human history to a conclusion? Will you
seek understanding by maintaining companionship with God and studying Scripture?
God promises deliverance, resurrection, and reward to all the faithful whose names are
written in the Book of Life. You can trust your future to our faithful God.

Day 24 - Read Hosea 1
What does it say?
Under the instruction of the Lord, the prophet Hosea married Gomer and had children.
What does it mean?
The book of Hosea beautifully pictures God’s redeeming love for Israel. Hosea’s family
life was a living illustration of the covenant relationship between God and Israel. The
Lord knowingly sent His prophet into a marriage that would cause heartache through
Gomer’s unfaithfulness - just as God foreknew Israel would prove unfaithful to Him.
The names of Gomer’s children reflect the judgment, distance, and lack of affection
that had come to characterize relationships with the Lord. God’s covenant promises to
Abraham, however, are not conditional or irrevocable (Genesis 12:1-3). He will yet
keep His promise to bless Israel, restoring His people to their land and to Himself.
How should I respond?
Throughout the New Testament the relationship between Christ and the church is pic-
tured as a bride and groom. As believers, we have entered into a covenant relationship
with the Lord (Ephesians 2:11-22). Although the permanence of the relationship is never
in question, you may feel distant from Him at times. Jesus never withdraws from us;
some form of rebellion on our part is always to blame. What words currently describe
your relationship with Christ? What might be in the way of experiencing His tender af-
fection? God is every faithful, even when our fidelity to Him falters.
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Day 25 - Read Hosea 2
What does it say?
The Lord rebuked Israel as His unfaithful wife. After a time of judgment, He will restore
their covenant and say, “You are my people”; and they will say, “You are my God.”
What does it mean?
With Hosea’s marriage as the backdrop, the Lord charged Israel with adultery. The
working resembles a legal proceeding. In this courtroom, God was the wronged
spouse as well as the prosecutor and judge. Israel pursued false gods, attributing her
provision and protection to Baal rather than to the Lord. The legal illustration stops
short of a divorce proceeding as God called them to repent and mercifully laid out a
plan for the restoration of their covenant relationship. Israel’s disobedience caused
them to temporarily forfeit the intimacy of their relationship, along with God’s blessings.
How should I respond?
Today’s text is an illustration of the covenant relationship between Jesus and New Tes-
tament believers (Romans 9:24-26; 1 Peter 2:10). If you’re honest, you would probably
admit to thinking more about the implications of Christ’s faithfulness to you than your fi-
delity to Him. Yet God’s expectation of us as His covenant people has not changed.
What has God brought to your mind concerning your lack of faithfulness to Him? Allow
Him to search your heart for any sin that is blocking complete intimacy in your relation-
ship (Psalm 139:23-24). Then, turn to Jesus, your Advocate (1 John 2:1).

Day 26 - Read Hosea 3
What does it say?
Hosea was instructed to love his adulterous wife as the Lord loved the Israelites.
What does it mean?
The freedom Gomer sought through promiscuity led her into the bondage of slavery.
Although Hosea must have been deeply shamed and grieved, he purchased Gomer
back, assuring her that he would be fully devoted to her as before. Through his mar-
riage, Hosea gained a fuller understanding of the depth of love the Lord had for His
wayward, undeserving people. Israel no longer appreciated God’s blessings, just as
Gomer had taken Hosea’s love, provision, and protection for granted. Hosea’s recon-
ciliation with his wife pictures the Lord’s future restoration of Israel, which will be
marked by His love and favor.
How should I respond?
Young adults who’ve grown up in church are leaving in record numbers. While it’s in-
cumbent upon the church to understand the range of reasons, a few results from a
Barna poll are quite revealing. Christian views on science, sexuality, and world reli-
gions feel stifling to this generation in view of today’s culture. In a nutshell, they are
searching for freedom from biblical mandates. Independence from God, however,
brings bondage not freedom (John 8:34-36). True freedom in only found through a re-
lationship with Jesus, whose death and resurrection delivered us from slavery to sin.
Who has God put on your mind today? How will you show them God’s unconditional
love?
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Day 27 - Read Hosea 4
What does it say?
The Lord’s charge against Israel: there was no faithfulness, love, or acknowledge of
God in the land of Israel. They were without knowledge or understanding of His Law.
What does it mean?
The foundations on which Jewish society were formed had collapsed. The source of
the problem could be traced to their lack of knowledge and understanding regarding
God’s Law, which the priests n longer taught or modeled. Priests, prophets, and the
people violated the Ten Commandments routinely. With no moral standard to live by,
the people gave in to sensuality - completely eroding religious, family, and community
life as established by God. The covenant was broken. Israel in no way characterized
the name, “God’s people.”
How should I respond?
Today’s passage is as relevant to 21st century America as it was to Israel in Hosea’s
time. The many similarities are cause for alarm. Our culture has turned its back on
God, embracing instead any idea that pushes the boundaries of morality. Godly values
will be upheld only to the extent that Christians desire to know His Word. What role do
biblical principles play in your everyday life? The difference between believers and the
world will only widen as time goes one. Determine now to be a Christian of substance,
not the name only.

Day 28 - Read Hosea 5-6
What does it say?
Hosea announced God’s judgment against Israel and Judah - He would withdraw Him-
self from His people.
What does it mean?
Israel remained on trial as an unfaithful wife, and now Judah stumbled with them. The
Lord put His people on the witness stand, approaching the defendant as a prosecuting
attorney. Rather than help their case, Israel’s arrogance confirmed their guilt. Pride
would indeed go before their fall (Proverbs 16:18). The Lord, now acting as their
Judge, handed down the sentence - Israel would no longer enjoy His favor and pres-
ence. As war with other nations came, they would offer sacrifices. However, they ap-
proached God’s altar like a good luck charm rather than with sincerity. The Lord would
remain distant until their hypocrisy ended, and they turned to Him in genuine repen-
tance.
How should I respond?
Nothing revels our own hypocrisy faster that a sudden crisis. What was the last bit of
news that sent you into a tailspin? Maybe a relationship ended, or your finances were
adversely affected. Did you turn to God in that moment? If so, what was your attitude?
Arrogance leads you to think you deserve His blessings. Hypocrisy tires to win His fa-
vor through a flurry of religious activity, but without sincerity. Genuine faith, however,
causes humility before the Lord - trusting and obeying because of Who He is, not what
He can do for you personally. Live today in the presence of the Lord…just because.
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Day 29 - Read Hosea 7
What does it say?
God longed to redeem His people, but they did not search for Him. They spoke lies
about Him and sought help from nations who deceived them.
What does it mean?
Israel’s failure to seek the Lord resulted in a national lack of discernment and dulling of
their senses. From the lens of his own marital heartache, Hosea described Israel’s
passion as an oven hot for sin; their self-realization as an aging man unaware of death;
their naïveté as a dove easily lured into a trap; and their character as an unreliable
weapon. Instead of being faithful to the Lord, they established nations policies that
turned everywhere for help except to the Most High. Instead of turning to God for re-
demption, Israel arrogantly believed lies made up by their senseless hearts.
How should I respond?
Most self-help books begin with personal awareness. The problem is that we can often
be convinced of almost anything - whether it is true or not. True self-awareness comes
through God-awareness, not from our own reasoning. Self-deception might be more
comfortable for a time, but it isn’t productive in the long run. Before you read your Bible
each day, ask the Lord to show you one true thing about Him and one true thing about
yourself. As you do, your discernment will be broadened, your spiritual senses will be
heightened, and your passion for Christ will be increased.

Day 30 - Read Hosea 8
What does it say?
Even though God’s people said they acknowledged Him, they forgot that He was their
Maker and rejected His law as something alien.
What does it mean?
Israel and Judah still saw themselves as God’s people, but it didn’t translate into per-
sonal or national life. People rejected what was good, and they did as they saw fir with-
out seeking the Lord’s counsel. God’s law had become so unfamiliar that it seemed
strange, yet religious ritual was a cultural habit. Without His law as the central focus of
daily life, their façade of worship had no substance. They even set national policy with-
out giving any thought to the Lord’s approval. All attempts to find security through self-
sufficiency would prove as trying to sow the wind.
How should I respond?
Children are completely dependent upon their parents to provide all their needs, but as
kids get older, they become more capable. By the time they reach the teen years,
some rebel against parental help and stop caring about their approval at all. In spiritual
terms maturity doesn’t mean self-sufficiency. Reliance on our heavenly Father ac-
knowledges that He is more capable of providing for our needs than we are. Does your
current thinking show a tendency toward self-sufficiency or God-sufficiency? How will
you demonstrate dependence on the Lord?
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Day 31 - Read Hosea 9
What does it say?
God would reject His people and turn from them, causing their root to wither.
What does it mean?
Like Gomer, Israel’s unfaithfulness took her from blessing to poverty and from privilege
to humiliation. God’s people worshiped Baal as the provider of their plentiful harvest
and numerous children when both were actually blessings form the Lord. Without
God’s favor there would be no grain to thresh, no grapes or olives to press, and no
children to cherish. Just as Gomer ended up on the slave block, filthy and mistreated,
Israel would be driven from the land that provided everything they needed, defiled be-
fore the Lord. The tender affection God felt toward Israel was altered by their unfaith-
fulness, yet His covenant commitment never changed. His rescue would eventually
come, but not before they suffered horrific consequences.
How should I respond?
We can become so accustomed to God’s blessings that we lose sight of exactly how
His favor permeates our daily lives. Taking His provision for granted is the first step to-
ward ingratitude and a wayward heart. When your relationship with Christ is unhin-
dered, you recognize Him as the Giver of everything good (James 1:17). How might
you have misdirected the credit for something God has done? What Christian privi-
leges do you need to express gratitude for today (Eph. 1:4-14)? Start a list of God’s
blessings to keep in your Bible. Take time to thank the Lord as you add to it regularly.
Gratitude produces a proper perspective and faithful heart.

Day 32 - Read Hosea 10
What does it say?
Israel would reap the Lord’s unfailing love if they would seek Him by sowing righteous-
ness instead of wickedness.
What does it mean?
Israel had remained in the depths of depravity since the shocking incident with the
priest’s concubine in Gibeah (Judges 19). But shock eventually gave way, and evil
slowly became prevalent throughout Jewish society. How? God’s people sowed
wickedness instead of righteousness. Over time, the once fruitful vine of Israel turned
into hard ground, growing only weeds and thorns. The fruit of their actions deceived
them into thinking that military strength could replace God’s presence. Hosea’s solu-
tion to their sin problem was echoed by other prophets of his time, “Seek the Lord”
(Isa. 55:6; Amos 5:6).
How should I respond?
You don’t have to live in an agricultural society to understand the natural laws of plant-
ing and harvesting: a pumpkin seed cannot produce a tomato. In the same way, spiri-
tual concerns govern whether good or bad fruit is produced in your life (Gal. 5:19-223).
What bad fruit resulted from allowing evil of some kind to be planted in your heart and
mind? Today’s passage is both a warning against becoming accustomed to sin and a
call to seek the Lord. Good, spiritual fruit is the product of sowing seeds that please
the Spirit, not your sinful nature (Gal. 6:7-10). What kind of fruit will you produce to-
day?
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Day 33 - Read Hosea 11
What does it say?
Israel was determined to turn form the Lord even though He had loved, taught, healed,
led, and fed them. Would God’s people return to Egypt because they refused to re-
pent?
What does it mean?
The relationship perspective between God and Israel shifts from husband and wife to
father and child. The imagery brings to mind a father providing for and teaching his
young child. God’s guidance and protection of His people had been evident throughout
their history; even surrounding nations feared the God of Israel. But because Israel
stubbornly refused to listen to His warnings, they were lured away by the images those
nations worshiped (Ex. 23:32-33). They couldn’t recognize the reality of God’s loving
intervention as long as they insisted on having their own way. Still, their compassion-
ate, Holy Father would discipline - not destroy - His ungrateful, disobedient children.
How should I respond?
Many in our society would say that perception is reality. We can agree that what you
believe to be true seems very real, but perceptions can change quickly, while truth is
constant. Today’s passage warns that our view of reality will be skewed any time we
insist on having our own way rather than faithfully obeying God’s Word. What personal
agenda might you be stubbornly insisting upon? Any plan or path that doesn’t line up
with Scripture will lure you away from your loving heavenly Father.

Day 34 - Read Hosea 12
What does it say?
Hosea urged Israel to return to God, maintain love and justice, and wait for the Lord.
What does it mean?
Hosea outlined Israel’s spiritual history to remind them of where they came from and to
whom they belonged - the Lord God Almighty! They had abandoned proper worship of
God, turning instead to Egypt and Assyria for national stability. Their efforts were as
ridiculous as trying to eat the wind. Continuing to provoke God this way meant paying
the price for sin through judgment rather than God-ordained sacrifice. Hosea pre-
sented a simple solution: return, maintain, and wait. Returning to God meant repen-
tance, then maintaining a godly lifestyle by replacing lies and violence with love and
justice. Waiting on God involved trusting Him for the security they were so desperately
pursuing.
How should I respond?
One of the hardest things to do when life gets off kilter is to wait. Human nature wants
to fix the situation immediately. We forget that “wait” is a verb; it’s not sitting idly, but
trusting expectantly, choosing not to act until God instructs you to do so. Waiting is
made easier when you have unassailable confidence in the One you are waiting on.
That kind of trust is the product of faith, built by turning to the Lord and maintaining a
life that pleases Him. As you wait, mentally walk through your history to remind your-
self how God has provided and cared for your family in the past. Any attempt to find
stability or security by your own efforts will fall short. Wait on the Lord God Almighty -
always!
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Day 35 - Hosea 13
What does it say?
Israel had no king, rulers, or wisdom to save them from the guilt of sin, so God Himself
would ransom and redeem them from the power of death.
What does it mean?
Time after time, the children of Israel begged God for help, but then they turned to
idols after He satisfied their need. Instead of responding with gratitude and changed
hearts, Israel quickly forgot about the Lord’s deliverance and resumed sinning with in-
creased fervor. They didn’t acknowledge the Lord’s daily provision or His divine plan
for dealing with sin’s penalty through sacrifice. God documented each rebellion against
His authority and recorded each refusal to recognize His goodness. God’s people were
racking up a sin debt, and only He could provide a ransom for them.
How should I respond?
How strong is your faith when times are good? Do you live in a the same God aware-
ness when stress levels decrease as when you’re begging God to intervene in the wee
hours of the morning? We tend to resume life as usual as soon as the pressure is off,
which may include a resumption of sinful thoughts or habits. In order to protect your
heart from ingratitude, try keeping a prayer journal to record how God answers those
desperate cries for help. Go over them regularly, thanking God both privately and pub-
licity. Any rebellion against God’s authority will start to make you oblivious to His good-
ness.

Day 36 - Read Hosea 14
What does it say?
Hosea admonished Israel to return to the Lord, ask for His forgiveness, and forsake
other “gods.” The righteous person walks in the Lord’s ways, which are right.
What does it mean?
Hosea closed his book by laying out a roadmap for returning to the Lord. Genuine re-
pentance required recognizing their sin, admitting it by asking for God’s forgiveness,
and changing their ways. Just as Hosea exercised grace with Gomer, instead of his le-
gal right to divorce her for unfaithfulness, the Lord would be gracious when the right-
eous remnant of Israel returned to Him. Restoring the relationship would allow God’s
people to again praise their God and grow in His love, The wise and discerning in Is-
rael would learn from Hosea’s example with Gomer and choose to live by God’s right-
eous standards.
How should I respond?
You make the choice each day whether or not you’ll be among the wise and discerning
who choose to live by the principles in God’s Word. Such a life calls for the discern-
ment to recognize when you’ve stepped out of bounds and humility to freely admit it to
God as sin and ask for His forgiveness. True repentance, however, doesn’t stop with,
“I’m sorry.” You can be sorry without changing how you think or live. The purpose of re-
pentance is to restore a right relationship with your heavenly Father. What path is tak-
ing you away from Him? Hosea’s roadmap still works today - will you follow it?
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Day 37 - Read Joel 1
What does it say?
Joel described the locust plague that devastated the land of Judah. The prophet urged
repentance in view of the coming day of the Lord, the day of God’s judgment.
What does it mean?
Although the description of the locust devastation is grim, God was using this plague
and drought to warn Judah of a far worse disaster to come. An appeal to wake up, to
mourn, and to repent was issued to all groups of people, including drunkards, priests,
and farmers. The nation’s sin had stained their daily offerings, dishonored God, and re-
sulted in mere ritualistic observances that He detested. Once again, Judah’s gracious
and compassionate God warned His people of coming judgment and gave them an op-
portunity to repent. The day of the Lord was near, but deliverance was still possible.
How should I respond?
The purpose of a hotel wake-up call is to get the guest moving so he doesn’t miss a
flight or appointment. A similar thing happens in your Christian life. Daily challenges
can distract you from responding to God’s wake-up calls through the promptings of His
Spirit within you. As a result, you lose awareness of His working in your life and miss
the incredible blessing of cooperating with Him in His plan. Neglecting your relationship
with the Lord will leave you with an indifferent heart that has nothing to give. Has God
tried to get your attention? How will you respond to your wake-up call?

Day 38 - Read Joel 2
What does it say?
Joel announced an even greater devastation of Judah coming in the future by a large
army. Joel urged the people to repent to avoid judgment and receive blessing.
What does it mean?
The locust invasion seems to merge with a preview of a future invasion by a large
army from the North. Judah had been unfaithful to the Lord’s covenant and would ex-
perience judgment through invasions by Assyria and Babylon. Nations as well as indi-
viduals face God’s judgment when they choose to rebel and ignore His warnings.
When a nation or an individual turns back to Him, God responds in mercy and grace.
His promise to restore the years the locusts have eaten is an encouragement to God’s
people that He will restore what was destroyed and pour out His Spirit on them.
How should I respond?
Many Christians find it difficult to move beyond the guilt of one period of time or the re-
gret for a particular sin. To reassure us, God gives us many examples in Scripture of
men who had “wasted years” and regrets for their sin against God and man (Moses,
David, and Paul). But these men repented, put their sins behind them, and moved for-
ward to accomplish the work God gave them to do. In the same way, “there is no con-
demnation” for those who are in Christ (Romans 8:1). How will you put the past regrets
and guilt behind you and focus on His promise to restore your “wasted years”?



www.pastorlarry.org

Day 39 - Read Joel 3
What does it say?
The Lord will restore Judah and Jerusalem and judge the nations at the Valley of Je-
hoshaphat for their mistreatment of Israel.
What does it mean?
Joel described a future day of worldwide judgment, the last great battle of the Tribula-
tion (Rev. 14 & 16). The Sovereign Lord speaks to the nations who will gather to do
battle against Israel. He also announces a message for His chosen people, Israel; the
“day of the Lord,” will be a day of deliverance, restoration, and blessing. For those na-
tions who have treated Israel with violence and contempt, that day is a day of God’s
wrath and judgment. During that time, the nation of Israel will recognize their covenant-
keeping Lord who will dwell with them as their King in Zion, the holy city.
How should I respond?
Those who have trusted Jesus Christ do not need to fear the “day of the Lord.” Your
decision to receive Christ is the most important decision you will ever make. One day
the door to salvation will close, and then it will be too late. Have you settled the matter
with your Creator? Those who think they are “good enough” need to take a serious
look at what God’s Word says. There are two options: separation from God or the offer
of salvation. Both are forever. What choice have you made?

Day 40 - Read Amos 1-2
What does it say?
Amos prophesied God’s coming judgment on Judah, Israel, and neighboring nations.
What does it mean?
God’s patience with the rebellious nations of Israel, Judah, and their neighbors, had
run out. The listing of each nation’s sin demonstrated the Lord’s continued patience.
God’s people must have wholeheartedly agreed as they listed to God’s coming judg-
ment on their pagan neighbors. Rather than face their own sin, they mistook God’s pa-
tience as His being unconcerned with their behavior and continued to disobey God’s
law. However, His judgment would be impartial.
How should I respond?
We easily recognize when others disobey God. The more difficult task is turning our
gaze inward and identifying our own rebellion against Him. Unencumbered fellowship
with Christ starts by recognizing any sin that has crept into your life. Before pointing
fingers at someone else, examine your heart for a similar sinful attitude, and then deal
with your disobedience by asking for God’s forgiveness and putting the sin behind you.
How might you be judging a fellow believer’s sin while minimizing your own? Admit any
areas God brings to mind so that your relationship with Him can be as it should be.
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Day 41 - Read Amos 3
What does it say?
Even though the Lord chose the people of Israel out of all the families of the earth, he
declared, “They do not know how to do right.”
What does it mean?
God selected Israel for a unique relationship. They were the people through whom the
Messiah would come into the world. Throughout their history, He had also provided His
prophets to warn and guide them. However, the people had not kept His laws or
heeded the prophets and were not at the point that they could no longer distinguish
right from wrong. Hosea compared Israel’s relationship with God to two people trying
to walk in sync, yet not agreeing on which path to take - it was an impossible task.
How should I respond?
It is impossible for two people to be close to each another if they disagree on important
issues in life; the same is true of our relationship with God. When we sin, our relation-
ship with Him suffers because we’re choosing to walk out of sync with Him. Since the
Bible is the only true measure for knowing right from wrong, it is the only reliable guide
for maintaining a close personal relationship with Christ. What area of disobedience
has you on a path other than God’s plan? Walking in sync with God starts with one
step of obedience followed by another.

Day 42 - Read Amos 4
What does it say?
Israel ignored God’s continued warnings to return to Him even though He withheld
food and rain, sending locusts and plagues instead.
What does it mean?
Israel ignored God’s warnings and correction like a rebellious child. They repeatedly
refused to return to the Lord in spite of the difficulties He sent their way. God had even
given them scriptural warnings that He would use these exact chastisements when His
people disobeyed (Lev. 26; Deut. 28-29; 1 Kings 8). God would have been perfectly
just to punish Israel at any point, but He mercifully chose to give them more time to re-
pent. Still, they lived their lives as they saw fit, oblivious to God and unaware that time
was up. Israel had to prepare to meet their God and face even harsher judgment.
How should I respond?
One of the many ways God shows His love is through His patience when we disobey.
However, we aren’t guaranteed multiple chances to turn from sinful disobedience with-
out experiencing the Lord’s chastisement. God wants you to follow Him because you
love Him, but He won’t hesitate to get your attention through difficulty if you persist in
sin. Are you prepared to meet God as an obedient child? What are of rebellion needs
to be corrected in your life today? The Lord is patiently waiting to forgive you. Will you
return that part of your heat to Him right now?
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Day 43 - Read Amos 5
What does it say?
Amos lamented the fall and exile of Israel. Perhaps the Lord God Almighty would show
mercy to the remnant of Joseph who sought Him, loved what was good, and hated evil.
What does it mean?
Some Jews mistakenly believed that performing ritual sacrifices would keep God from
punishing them, even though they consistently did things He called evil. They said that
God was among them, yet their treatment of His Law and one another did not reflect
His presence. The nation would be punished and sent into exile. In spite of the coming
judgment, there was hope for anyone who turned from evil and chose to do good.
Amos made the choice clear: individuals could continue to seek evil and be destroyed,
or seek the Lord and live.
How should I respond?
Israel’s misguided beliefs are similar to some beliefs today. Our nation supports many
practices which go directly against God’s commands and scriptural principles, yet we
want to claim His presence and blessing. God still holds nations accountable for their
actions - a sobering thought when we see the sin around us. However, God also still
honors individuals who willingly turn to Him. In what area of your life are you seeking
something other than God? Do you pursue godly things regularly or only when it’s con-
venient? Abundant life is found in obediently seeking the Lord, daily.

Day 44 - Read Amos 6
What does it say?
Amos pronounced woe on those who were complacent and secure, even while they ig-
nored God’s law.
What does it mean?
Times were economically good for the nation of Israel, especially for the upper classes
of society. Prosperity causes the nation’s leaders to become very comfortable, focus-
ing on luxurious lifestyles and ignoring those about them in need. The Jews had seen
God judge their neighbors, but they mistakenly believed that He would spare their sins.
Their false sense of security was the result of placing faith in their own wealth instead
of in God Himself. Amos warned Israel that living comfortably with their sins was not
pleasing to the Lord.
How should I respond?
We have become a nation obsessed with our own wealth. Even a little prosperity can
turn into an unhealthy desire for more. It seems to be a part of human nature to forget
about our reliance on God when all our needs are met and our lives feel under control.
God, however, is the Provider of all we have. Difficult times often serve as a healthy re-
minder to look to God to provide our daily needs. What blessings might have caused
you to trust in your resources rather than in God Himself? Let God’s provision increase
your faith and trust in Him today. The Lord is always involved and always in control.
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Day 45 - Read Amos 7:1-9
What does it say?
The Lord relented after showing Amos visions of judgment by locusts and fire. In a
third vision, God set a plumb line in Israel saying, “I will spare them no longer.”
What does it mean?
A plumb line is a simple but timeless builder’s tool. By tying a weight to the end of a
string, a builder can make sure that a wall under construction is straight and “true to
plumb.” It can also indicate whether a building is settled unevenly into the ground and
is in need of repair or demolition. God’s Law was like a plumb line - the perfect stan-
dard upon which the nation of Israel had been built. Israel’s faithfulness to God was not
found lacking when compared to His righteous requirements. The Lord, their Builder,
would have to tear down what had become crooked.
How should I respond?
The world has many ways of misleading us as to how we determine right from wrong.
You may believe your life is pleasing to God in comparison to current culture. However,
God’s measure of what is right and wrong is clearly explained in the Bible and does not
change with time or depend on our circumstances. We should compare our lives only
to God’s perfect, righteous standard. In what area of your life have you allowed the
world’s standards to influence your thinking or behavior? When God’s Word is the only
standard by which you measure, your life will be “true to plumb.”

Day 46 - Read Amos 8
What does it say?
God showed Amos a basket filled with ripe fruit symbolizing Israel. There would be a
famine of hearing the words of the Lord in Israel.
What does it mean?
God’s pleading with Israel to return to Him had come to an end. Like summer fruit that
is ripe for eating, God’s people were ripe for judgment. Along with continued prosperity
had come spiritual poverty. Throughout the nation’s history, God had used famine and
drought as a means to draw His people back to Him. This famine would involve more
than a lack of food - it would be a spiritual famine of hearing from God. God’s guidance
and revelation of Himself through the prophets would be replaced by His silence. Since
they had rejected God’s Word, there would be no comforting words from Him.
How should I respond?
Sadly, there is a famine in our nation for the Word of God - not form lack of access, but
from neglect. Even many of God’s people are biblically illiterate. As a result, our nation
embraces and approves practices that are diametrically opposed to God’s Word. As a
believer, rebellion against or neglect of God’s Word diminishes the desire to know and
obey Him. How have you responded to God’s voice? Do you have a hunger for God’s
Word and a thirst to know Him more? A commitment to read the Bible daily is the first
step to coming out of a spiritual drought.
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Day 47 - Read Amos 9
What does it say?
Amos proclaimed that God would shake the house of Israel, but He would not totally
destroy the house of Jacob.
What does it mean?
God announced a judgment on Israel so severe that the nation would almost be wiped
out of existence. Those who had been unfaithful to God’s covenant and rebelled
against His standards of morality would find no hiding place. However, there was hope
for the Jewish remnant who had submitted to God’s authority. In God’s sifting process,
the righteous would be separated from the wicked. God promised the house of David,
the return of the exiles, and repair of broken places. Ultimately, God’s people will be
firmly and forever established in the land He has given them.
How should I respond?
God’s judgement on nations that reject His standard of righteousness is clearly shown
throughout the writings of the Old Testament prophets. Because our nation has in-
creasingly adopted laws and lifestyles that violate His Word, many believers feel that
God’s judgment is inevitable. However, there is still hope for revival in our nation, but
only if we, as individuals, choose the blessing of obedience rather than the judgement
that must come from disobedience. As believers, our faith is in Christ, our standard is
God’s Word, and our hope is in God’s promises. Keep in mind that revival begins in the
heart of one person. What will you do to be that person where you Iive?

Day 48 - Read Obadiah 1:1-21
What does it say?
God pronounced a death sentence on the Edomites.
What does it mean?
As descendants of Esau, the Edomites were distant relatives of the Israelites through
Jacob. Edom had historically suffered with pride and had been unkind to the Israelites
through the centuries. The Edomites refused to leet the Israelites pass through their
territory in the days of Moses (Num. 20:14-21). When Babylonian armies captured and
destroyed Jerusalem, the Edomites gloated and sent scavengers to loot what was left
of the city. God’s promise to destroy the Edomites completely as a nation was fulfilled
when Arab invaders conquered Edom in the 5th century B.S. By the end of the 1st cen-
tury A.S., Even the Edomites who escaped to other places disappeared from history.
How should I respond?
We often feel that divine justice has been served when those we dislike face calamity.
However, God calls us to be more gracious and mature than that. What would happen
if, instead of gloating when our enemies suffer, we took the opportunity to hep meet
their needs? Perhaps they would be gently and genuinely led to God and eventually
would no longer be “enemies.” Jesus tells us to love our enemies and pray for those
who persecute us (Matt. 5:44). Take a few minutes each day this week to pray for
someone who bothers you, and see what God does in your heart.
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Day 49 - Read Jonah 1
What does it say?
God instructed Jonah to preach against the people of Nineveh, but Jonah boarded a
ship to flee the other way.
What does it mean?
Nineveh was the capital city Assyria in the early 8th century BC. It is located on the
Tigris River in what is now northern Iraq. The Assyrians were a ruthless, warlike people
in Jonah’s day, conquering much of the Mesopotamian Valley and Israel. They were
the most violent and cruel nation in Jonah’s age. However, Jonah’s reluctance to
preach against the Assyrians in their capital city was not due to any fear he had of their
violence. Rather, he knew that God is a merciful God, and even when He is angry, He
is ultimately looking for a way to forgive sinners. Jonah sailed over 1200 miles west in-
stead of traveling 600 miles east to share God’s mercy with the people of Nineveh.
How should I respond?
God does not show mercy just to those who are “pretty good” but also to those who
are “pretty bad.” Who has treated you or someone you love cruelly? If God wanted to
show mercy to the Assyrians in Jonah’s day, it stands to reason that He would show
mercy to your greatest enemy too. He might even want to use you to help that person
repent and turn toward the God of all forgiveness. Yesterday’s devotion was a chal-
lenge to pray for someone who has hurt you. Will you stop right now to pray for that
person again?

Day 50 - Read Jonah 2
What does it say?
Jonah prayed, praising God from inside the belly of a great fish. The Lord commanded
the fish to spit Jonah our of dry ground.
What does it mean?
Jonah experienced the discipline of God when he disobeyed His clear command. He
realized he was in the process of dying after being swallowed by the giant fish God
miraculously prepared for the task. Jonah likened the belly of the fish to the “pit” or
“Sheol” - the place of the dead from which there is no escape. In his moment of great-
est despair, Jonah’s thoughts turned again to the Lord. The same God who had pun-
ished Jonah was the only One who could save him. In return for God’s salvation, all
Jonah could offer was obedience and gratitude.
How should I respond?
The hardest thing to do after we’ve sinned or made a really poor choice is to admit it -
especially to the One we have hurt the most. We often try to hide from our sin, or even
lie about it, just to avoid the consequences and the blow to our pride! Thankfully, no
one is better at forgiving than God. The Bible tells us that nothing can separate His
children from His love (Rom. 8:38-39). Why wait until you reach a point of personal de-
spair? Is there a sin you need to confess to God? Talk to Him directly, accept His par-
don, and keep your thoughts centered on Him throughout the day.
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Day 51 - Read Jonah 3
What does it say?
Jonah preached to the people of Nineveh that God was about to destroy their city be-
cause of their great sin. God forgave them when they repented in dust and ashes.
What does it mean?
The Assyrians did not just confess with their mouths that they were sinners; they
showed it by their actions - dressing in sackcloth and throwing ashes on their heads.
These cruel and violent people recognized their evil ways and sought God’s forgive-
ness when Jonah delivered God’s message. Their sudden repentance may seem odd,
but it uncovers an important truth: sin hardens the human heart until wakened from
moral sleep by the conviction of God’s Word. Their full repentance appeased God’s
wrath.
How should I respond?
God designed us to recognize sin, turn from it, and seek His forgiveness. When we
willfully continue in a particular sin, subtle changes take place in our conscience and
thought processes. Over time, we become oblivious to the harm sin causes. Saying,
“sorry” then heading right back into our sin does not reverse the effects or appease
God. True repentance is the result of seeing ourselves through God’s eyes - sinners in
need of forgiveness. What troublesome habit or sin-hardened friend comes to mind?
How will your actions demonstrate that you’ve turned away from sin? Who will you tell
about God’s forgiveness today?

Day 52 - Read Jonah 4
What does it say?
Jonah became angry at God’s compassion toward Nineveh. The Lord provided a vine
to give Jonah shade, but then sent a worm to chew the vine, causing it to whiter.
What does it mean?
God has the right to show mercy to anyone He chooses. God chose to show kindness
to the Assyrians in Nineveh by forgiving them. He explained His mercy to Jonah in a
poignant way by comparing Jonah’s anger over the destruction of the vine to his lack
of compassion for Nineveh. God owes no one mercy or grace; all people have sinned
(Rom. 3:23) and deserve to be punished (Rom. 6:23). Mercy is an underserved pardon
from the penalty of sin, and grace is an undeserved gift of God’s kindness. God is both
righteous and merciful without any contradiction.
How should I respond?
Since God is both righteous and merciful, shouldn’t we, who are made in His image,
also live righteously and mercifully? Someone will likely offend you today by something
that is said or done. It might be a slight offense or a great one. On the one hand, you
are right to be offended because you recognize, as does God, that sin is wrong, and it
hurts. You also have the obligation, as one who has been forgiven, to forgive those
who offend you. Will you “turn the other cheek” today and offer forgiveness (Matt.
5:38-41)?
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Day 53 - Read Micah 1
What does it say?
Through visions to Micah, God revealed the destruction coming to Jerusalem and
Samaria as the result of Israel’s sin.
What does it mean?
King David had established Jerusalem as the central site for worshiping the Lord al-
most 300 years before Micah’s time. Throughout the generations, God’s unfathomable
power had blessed and protected His chosen people. But they blatantly exchanged
worship of the Lord for worship of pagan gods - even in the capitals of Samaria and
Jerusalem. Micah’s visions foretold the Lord’s response. Their high places would be
annihilated, their cities would be destroyed, and their children would be captured and
exiled. The unstoppable power of the sovereign Lord would fight against them rather
than for them.
How should I respond?
God still displays His power for His children and against things that oppose Him. His
power alone can overcome our sin and remove the things that distract us from trusting
Him. How have you seen the power of the Lord in your life? Does unrepentant sin keep
you in fear of His power, or can you claim His power as an obedient child? In what situ-
ation do you desperately need God’s power to fight for you today? Examine your life
for anything that opposes His commands; then determine to rely on His power rather
than fight the battle in your own strength (2 Cor. 12:9).

Day 54 - Read Micah 2
What does it say?
Micah pronounced woe on the Israelite oppressors. He declared that the Lord would
repay evil for evil, but the people told him not to prophesy this way.
What does it mean?
God had miraculously delivered Israel from slavery in Egypt. He gave them freedom,,
victory, wealth, and a land in which to dwell. Rather than use these generous gifts to
care for one another, the wealthy, elite Israelites began to defraud fellow Israelites of
their possessions and land in violation of Mosaic Covenant. Their behavior revealed
greedy, materialistic hearts - a problem in God’s people that had to be addressed. His
judgment would bring recognition of their sin, cleansing the people and their land.
How should I respond?
God has given each of us physical and spiritual gifts. Perhaps you have a position of
influence, or you’ve been blessed with material wealth. Maybe you have a personal
testimony that God can use to minister to others. What resources and blessings has
the Lord given to you? How can you use those resources and blessings to show you
care for a fellow believer or to show God’s love to an unbeliever? How might you be
misusing what God has given you? Think and pray, asking God to reveal ways you can
use the overflow of your gifts to care for others, and then follow His leading today!
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Day 55 - Read Micah 3
What does it say?
Micah rebuked the leaders and false prophets of Israel for misleading God’s people.
What does it mean?
The leaders and false prophets of Israel had achieved status and wealth by taking
money to tell the people what they wanted to hear. They manipulated and misled
God’s people by proclaiming blessings to those who paid them and harm to those who
did not. They disregarded truth and forgot they were accountable to God for their influ-
ence over His people. By contrast, the prophets who truly loved the Lord boldly warned
of his punishment if God’s people did not turn back to Him, even though their mes-
sages were not well received. God holds leaders to a higher standard of accountability.
How should I respond?
We have access to a variety of Christian teaching through books, videos, social media,
and television. How do you decide which influences to follow? The most important
thing you can do is invest personal time with the Lord through daily prayer and study of
Scripture. You’ll be grounded in truth and better equipped to recognize false teaching
and wayward leadership. Some religious teachers try to gain popularity with “loving”
words but without enough biblical truth to convict of sin or draw you closer to God. Ask
the Lord for discernment before you pick up a new book or turn on a Christian station.
God will hold teachers accountable, but it’s our job to search out truth (1 Thess. 5:21).

Day 56 – Read Micah 4
What does it say?
Micah prophesied the Lord’s rule from Mt. Zoin in the last days. Nations will journey
there to learn God’s law instead of taking up swords against each other.
What does it mean?
Micah’s prophecy shifted in this chapter from despair to hope. He described Israel as a
citadel during the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ. During the Millennium following
the seven-year Tribulation, the temple will be rebuilt in Jerusalem, and Christ will rule
the entire world from there. God will gather the weak Israelite believers and make them
the foundation for a strong, prominent nation in stark contrast to the state of Israel dur-
ing Micah’s time. All nations will submit to God’s law and live life accordingly. As a re-
sult, poverty and war between nations will cease to exist.
How should I respond?
Watching the nightly news or friends going through difficult struggles can cause a
sense of hopelessness. As we study God’s Word, though, it is abundantly clear that
believers are to live in hope, not despair. We confidently expect Jesus’ return, when all
of our earthly struggles and insecurities will end. Realize, however, that your eternal
life began the moment you decided to follow Christ. All the blessing of peace, joy, and
love available in Him are available to you now. While your daily struggles are real,
maintain hope in the coming of our Lord and live today in His power and peace.
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Day 57 – Read Micah 5
What does it say?
Micah prophesied that a ruler with ancient origins would come from Bethlehem, a small
village in Judah. He will majestically lead His people to live in security and peace.
What does it mean?
This passage contains not only prophecy of the Messiah’s future deliverance of Israel
from attack by enemy nations, it also foretells specific details of Jesus Christ’s birth al-
most 300 years before it happened. Micah’s vivid description clearly indicates His iden-
tity. Though this ruler would be born in Bethlehem, He has always existed and is the
same one who will gather the remnant and reign in majesty forever. As God, Jesus
was present at Creation and from eternity past (John 1:1-2). He was born in Bethlehem
(Luke 2:1-20). He is the Messiah who will rule Israel forever (Luke 1:32-33).
How should I respond?
Many know Jesus as the baby born in Bethlehem who grew up to be a great teacher
and healer. But Scripture tells us so much more: Jesus is God in the flesh. He is Cre-
ator, Savior, the Alpha and Omega, the Lion and the Lamb. The fulfillment of prophecy
assures us that what the Bible says about Jesus is true. How much time do you set
aside to really study Scripture that reveal who He is and His purpose for coming into
the world? Jesus’ power has always been at work and is at work in your life now. How
will you allow His Spirit to reveal Himself in and through your life today?

Day 58 – Read Micah 7
What does it say?
Although no godly people remained in Israel, Micah confessed their sin, accepted the
Lord’s punishment, and praised God’s mercy and compassion.
What does it mean?
Jewish society had become as depraved as it could get and suffered the conse-
quences of turning away from the Lord. Micah was certain that God would be faithful to
His promise to rescue and restore Israel, but he also recognized that His discipline was
necessary to deal with the people’s sin. The prophet acknowledged the nation’s guilt,
expressing sorrow over their sinful state. God’s Sprit filled Micah with comfort and
hope, assuring him that God would be faithful to forgive. Micah fittingly closed his book
by marveling at God’s unfailing, compassionate, long-suffering love for His undeserv-
ing people.
How should I respond?
God’s expectations of His people have not changed. Christians should relate to each
other in a Christ-like manner. As scriptural principles transform your thinking, you re-
flect the character of Christ more and more in your daily life. How have your actions
and attitudes this week aligned with what God calls “good”? Have you treated your
family, neighbors, and fellow church members with compassion and fairness? Think
and pray about whether you’re trying to please God with your outward signs of religion
and moral living instead of attitudes that reflect a transformed heart and mind. A right
relationship with God requires genuine humility and godly character.



www.pastorlarry.org

Day 59 – Read Micah 7
What does it say?
Although no godly people remained in Israel, Micah confessed their sin, accepted the
Lord’s punishment, and praised God’s mercy and compassion.
What does it mean?
Jewish society had become as depraved as it could get and suffered the conse-
quences of turning away from the Lord. Micah was certain that God would be faithful to
His promise to rescue and restore Israel, but he also recognized that His discipline was
necessary to deal with their sinful state. God’s Spirit filled Micah with comfort and
hope, assuring him that God would be faithful to forgive. Micah fittingly closed his book
by marveling at God’s unfailing, compassionate, long-suffering love for His undeserv-
ing people.
How should I respond?
Godly sorrow over sin is becoming rare in our society, even among Christians. No mat-
ter how far you have wandered from God, He is waiting patiently to restore you to a
close relationship with Him. The first step is to acknowledge the wrongdoing before
God. You can have unwavering confidence that if you confess your sins, our merciful
compassionate God is faithful to forgive (1 John 1:9). What consequences of sin is evi-
dence that you’ve strayed from the Lord in some area of your life? There is comfort
and hope - Jesus can be trusted to keep His promise. He forgives!

Day 60 – Read Nahum 1
What does it say?
Nahum prophesied the destruction of Nineveh by God’s fierce wrath and His deliver-
ance of Judah from Nineveh’s oppression.
What does it mean?
God had been merciful to the people of Nineveh, previously accepting their repentance
and sparing their city. In the 100 years between the time of Jonah and Nahum, how-
ever, Nineveh again made themselves the enemies of God. They returned to their
wickedness, destroyed Israel’s capital city of Samaria, and invaded Judah. God’s holi-
ness required that Nineveh be judged. Nineveh’s destruction would also free His peo-
ple from their cruel oppression. God’s just and holy nature is expressed by His wrath
on sin. His character is perfectly balanced, patiently giving time for repentance.
How should I respond?
Our understanding of a person’s character is usually one-dimensional: loving, gener-
ous, jealous, unkind, and so on. Maybe that’s why it’s so difficult for our finite minds to
grasp the character of God - seemingly opposite character traits working in perfect uni-
son. For instance, God’s justice on sin and mercy for the sinner are both seen in the
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. Until Christ’s return, God mercifully gives sinners time
to repent, but His holy nature cannot leave the guilty unpunished forever. How will you
show God’s love today with those who are in danger of His judgment?
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Day 61 – Read Nahum 2
What does it say?
The Lord Almighty was against Nineveh but would restore the majesty of Jacob.
What does it mean?
The Assyrians were fierce warriors and cruel captors amassing in great wealth by at-
tacking and pillaging other nations. Now the tables were turned; their brutality would
come back on them. The silver and gold they plundered from other nations would be
stripped from Nineveh, and her people would flee the city like a flood. Nahum’s
prophecy of the destruction of Nineveh by Babylon is similar to the devastation of
Jerusalem foretold by other prophets. Jerusalem, however, would one day be restored -
to both her land and her God. As an enemy of the Lord, Nineveh had no hope for the fu-
ture.
How should I respond?
Who comes to mind when you hear the phrase, “enemy of God?” You very likely imag-
ine people who steal, kill, and abuse other people. The image in the mirror probably
didn’t come to mind if you are a moral, upstanding citizen. God’s Word lays out a differ-
ent picture, though, Anyone who hasn’t placed faith in Christ is God’s enemy, alienated
from Him (Col. 1:21). As a believer, you act like an enemy of God any time you flirt with
the ungodly things of this world (James 4:4). Jesus’ death, however, offers reconcilia-
tion and cleansing for His enemies (Rom. 5:10; Col. 1:22). With that worldly mindset
have you become too friendly? What will God see in you today: friend or foe?

Day 62 – Read Nahum 3
What does it say?
Nahum prophesied that Nineveh would be in ruins with her humiliation exposed for all
to see, yet none of the surrounding nations would pity the people of the city.
What does it mean?
The destruction of Nineveh is a reminder that God is the King of all nations, not just
those that submit to His authority. Nahum tried to warn the proud, idol-worshiping city
by citing the fall of No Amon (Thebes); even the powerful Assyrians couldn’t withstand
God’s wrath. Likewise, the Lord would punish Nineveh according to the violence they
inflected upon surrounding nations. As a result, they would be no better off than the na-
tions they had brutally conquered with no one to mourn the fallen city.
How should I respond?
Our society is rapidly approaching a post-Christian era - some scholars and theolo-
gians say we are already there. What evidence is there? Common beliefs include that
there are many roads to Heaven, truth is relative, morals are situational, the mankind’s
own reasoning is central. The Lordship of Christ, however, isn’t determined by whether
our society believes it to be true - He is King. How often do you pray for our nation?
Like the Nineveh of Nahum’s time. Ask God to use you to help bring about revival in
our country.
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Day 63 – Read Habakkuk 1:1-11
What does it say?
Habakkuk asked the Lord how long injustice and wickedness would continue in Judah.
God responded that He was raising up the Chaldeans as a solution.
What does it mean?
In the early 7th century BC, Judah was a mess. It was in a state of moral and spiritual
decline to the point that even laws were pointless because the justice system was cor-
rupt. The prophet Habakkuk questioned how a righteous and fair God could tolerate
such systematic and widespread corruption. Sometimes God punishes immediately,
but sometimes He waits, allowing extreme wrongdoing. Judah’s sin was well docu-
mented, so His judgment by the Babylonians was clearly justified when it came.
Whether He is quick or slow to bring about justice, He will always bring about justice in
the end.
How should I respond?
Has someone treated you unfairly? What person or group seems to have escaped very
bad behavior with little or no punishment? God created us to reflect Who He is. Human
nature seeks justice because God is just, but remember - God is also patient. How are
you demonstrating patience in your concern for justice? While it’s important to pray for
those who are oppressed, we should also pray for the oppressors, no matter how hard
that may be. God is not only just and fair, but He is also patient and merciful with those
who have behaved badly - that includes us.

Day 64 – Read Samuel 15
What does it say?
Habakkuk questioned why the holy God would use wicked people to punish His peo-
ple. God told Habakkuk that the righteous person will live by faith.
What does it mean?
When there were no reasonably righteous nations on the earth, God chose the wicked
Chaldeans (the Babylonians) to punish the disobedient Israelites. In the end the
Chaldeans would face God’s wrath as well. Habakkuk could not understand how God’s
holy character could tolerate the evil of the Babylonians, even as His tool of judgment.
He must have been thinking, “But, Lord, two wrongs don’t make a right! Now the
Chaldeans will overwhelm us with evil.” It was up to Habakkuk and those who sought
to be righteous to remain patient and live by faith in the Lord.
How should I respond?
You don’t have to look very hard around your community, country, or world to see the
bad things going on. It often seems as if there’s no hope for justice or goodness to pre-
vail. You can do two things when you feel this way. First, be patient, knowing that God
Himself is just and will punish those who deserve punishment. Their evil will not last
forever. Second, determine to do what is right and just - no matter what anyone else is
doing. The faith in which we, the righteous, are to live is faith in God to punish the bad
and reward the good in His perfect time. How will you demonstrate faith today?
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Day 65 - Read Habakkuk 3
What does it say?
Habakkuk’s prayer describes God Himself, dressed as a warrior, coming down from
Heaven, and causing the heavens and the earth to tremble at His power.
What does it mean?
There are a number of times in the Bible that God is pictured as the ultimate warrior -
establishing His authority over His creation with absolute power. Even neutral by-
standers like the sun, moon, mountains, and rivers yield to His power as He moves di-
rectly and swiftly toward Israel’s enemies to defeat them. Habakkuk reassured God’s
people that even in times of great economic distress, when the crops are dead and
there are no livestock, they could rejoice in the God of their salvation. He would be
their strength when circumstances reached a point of desperation.
How should I respond?
How are we suppose to be joyful when we face trials (James 1:2-3)? We’re certainly
not joyful because we are suffering; the natural reaction to suffering in sorrow. How-
ever, the lesson we learn from Habakkuk is this: joy is not found in the circumstances
of the moment but in the fact that God in who we trust is absolutely powerful and right-
eous in the universe. Are you facing something that causes feelings of depression or
even hopelessness? Change your focus to think about God’s authority and ability to
fight on your behalf. How do those thoughts change your perspective today?

Day 66 – Read Zephaniah 1:1-2:3
What does it say?
Zephaniah warned those in Judah who thought the Lord would do nothing, either good
or bad. The prophet urged them to seek righteousness and humility.
What does it mean?
Zephaniah’s prophecy begins with a strongly worded warning for the people of Judah
regarding areas in which they had failed to follow the Lord. They were more interested
in pursuing wealth and personal pleasure than hearing about the bleak future foretold
by the Lord’s prophet. Many believed that God simply was not concerned with their
lives, thinking He would do neither good nor bad to them. Such mass complacency
caused worship of the Lord and seeking His ways to virtually stop. There was hope,
however, for the people still obeying God’s commands. The remnant who humbly
sought the Lord and righteousness were spared and found shelter, albeit in Babylonian
exile.
How should I respond?
The telltale sign of complacency is reaching a place of self-satisfaction while being un-
aware of glaring issues. The question arises, “How do I know if I’m complacent if I
don’t even realize that there’s a problem?” Take a moment to assess your spiritual
temperature. Have you become “lukewarm” like the church at Laodicea (Rev. 3:16)?
Just as with Judah, they were satisfied with being materially wealthy, but were com-
pletely unconcerned about being rich spiritually. Was there a time when your passion
for Christ burned hotter than it does today? The remedy for complacency hasn’t
changed since the days of Judah: seek the Lord, seek righteousness, and seek humil-
ity.
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Day 67 – Read Zephaniah 2:4-15
What does it say?
God promised His care for the remnant of Judah, restoring their fortunes by plundering
the nations who had insulted, mocked, and threatened His people.
What does it mean?
In the previous chapter, Zephaniah laid out reasons for God’s judgment on His people.
However, mercy would come with His judgment. The Jewish people would indeed go
into captivity, but the remnant would eventually return to possess the lands and wealth
of the Gentile nations who had mistreated them. The Lord heard every insult, taunt,
and threat. If God would discipline His own children for worshiping idols, then He cer-
tainly would punish the people who lured them to idols by mocking their God. The
wooden idols and false gods of the surrounding nations would prove worthless as the
Lord Almighty defended His name and His people.
How should I respond?
As followers of Christ, God is our Defender. Have you ever found yourself defending
your biblical convictions or views? He hears every harsh word and mocking tone, and
He hears your cries for help. Do you need His defense today? In Psalm 91 God is de-
scribed as a shelter, refuge, fortress, shield, light, and protector, just to name a few!
Read and meditate on Psalm 91, and then make your own list of words describing God
from that passage. Which words describe what you need God to be in your life right
now? God has always been and will always be the Defender of His people.

Day 68 – Read Zephaniah 3:1-8
What does it say?
Zephaniah warned the people of God’s imminent judgment because they rejected cor-
rection, refused to trust the Lord, and overlooked corrupt leadership.
What does it mean?
Jerusalem is often referred to as “the Holy City,” but the city Zephaniah knew was far
from characterizing God’s holiness. It was impossible to reflect His righteous character
without believing His Word or seeking His presence. Despite their shameless corrup-
tion and oppression of one another, the Lord was righteous and faithful. He would con-
tinue to reveal Himself to His people, but it would be through His just judgment and
their disobedience rather than the loving, intimate relationship He desired.
How should I respond?
Before Christians judge the “Holy City” too harshly, we should take an inventory of our
own lives. If we bear the name of Christ, our character should bear His resemblance.
What change would help you to reflect God’s holiness more today than you did yester-
day? In what areas do you struggle with obedience? Are you diligently and consistently
seeking to know more about Him? Look for how God reveals Himself in Scripture, and
then watch how He demonstrates those traits in and through you. Since God’s charac-
ter never wavers, neither should ours.
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Day 69 – Read Zephaniah 3:9-20
What does it say?
God promised to restore His people, renew their land, and establish His promised king-
dom on Earth.
What does it mean?
The last days will actually be a new beginning for Israel. The godly Jewish remnant,
along with converted Gentiles, will recognize the Lord as the one true God and serve
Him together. All pride, deceit, and fear will be removed from God’s people. Their phys-
ical and spiritual restoration will cause the world to recognize Israel’s God as Lord on
the earth. The Jewish people will finally come home to a peaceful and prosperous
Jerusalem, rejoicing in God’s faithfulness to them despite their rebellious tendencies.
How should I respond?
The last chapter of Zephaniah should give us hope. God never gives up on His chil-
dren. Your faithfulness to God may vary at different times in your life, but if you know
Christ as your Savior, He will never fail you. Are you part of God’s believing, faithful
remnant? Then be faithful until He returns. Even a small group of people devoted to
the Lord can make a difference in times of moral and spiritual decay. You can choose
to be light in a spiritually dark world. What difference will you make for Christ today?

Day 70 – Read Haggai 1
What does it say?
Through the prophet Haggai, the Lord rebuked the Israelites for allowing the temple to
lie in ruins and instructed them to continue the rebuilding.
What does it mean?
The book of Haggai recounts the messages from the Lord to the remnant of Israel who
returned to Jerusalem’s ruins during the reign of King Darius. Procrastination and mis-
guided priorities led to focusing on themselves while leaving the temple unfinished - in-
dicating a problem in their relationship with the Lord. The result was a paradox: no
matter how hard they worked, they still struggled with even basic needs. The remnant
responded in obedience when they recognized the divine origin of Haggai’s chastise-
ment and their economic instability. The assurance of God’s presence stirred their
hearts and motivated them to begin the work.
How should I respond?
What task has the Lord given you recently? Have you obeyed or procrastinated? Any-
thing that hinders your obedience to God is a misplaced priority and harms your fellow-
ship with Him. God might even allow a difficult circumstance to refocus your attention on
the things of the Lord. What has gotten in the way of your complete and immediate obedi-
ence? Determine to begin each day in His Word, aligning your heart to His and being re-
assured of His presence. What God-given work do you need to begin today?
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Day 71 – Read Haggai 2:1-9
What does it say?
As work on the temple continued, Haggai’s message from the Lord told the people to
be strong, to work, and not to fear. This temple would be filled with His glory and
peace.
What does it mean?
Many of the people were discouraged with the slow and difficult work of rebuilding the
temple. No matter how hard they labored, their efforts would never produce a temple
as glorious as Solomon’s The true glory of the postexilic temple wouldn’t be gold and
jewels, but the presence of God through the person of Jesus, who would teach from
there during His earthly ministry. Their obedience to build the Lord’s house was a vital
part of God’s plan for redemption through the future Messiah. Still future is the day
when God’s glory will fill the millennial temple (Ezekiel 43).
How should I respond?
Just like David, we don’t always see or understand what God is doing. Discouraging
events and trying circumstances cause us to ask questions such as, “Why is God al-
lowing this to happen?” or “Why isn’t God doing anything?” David’s life and
perspective show us that God is always at work in the lives of His people, regardless of
what we may or may not see happening. He is our Protector, Healer, and Deliverer.
What current situation is causing you discouragement? Meditate today on David’s
words and trust that God is working. One day, you’ll reflect on your life and give praise
to the One who is always faithful!

Day 72 – Read Haggai 2:10-23
What does it say?
Haggai urged the people to carefully consider the effects of their disobedience prior to
rebuilding the temple. God revealed that He would bless them from that day on.
What does it mean?
Verse 15 marks a turning point for the remnant in Jerusalem. God used Haggai’s final
two messages to help the people see that their disobedience prior to work on the tem-
ple had rendered their sacrificial worship unacceptable. Their economy still suffered
the consequences of the Lord’s correction. Their future would hold the blessings of
obedience just as past actions had negatively affected their current circumstances.
The correlation between the faithfulness of God’s people and His blessing was worthy
of deep thought.
How should I respond?
Disobedience will always affect your relationship with the Lord negatively. In addition,
those actions always have consequences. Think carefully about what happened when
you previously disobeyed God’s Word. What lessons can be learned from looking back
on past faithful obedience versus procrastination and disobedience? Where do you
need to improve? Determine to make today a turning point in that area of your life.
Commit your work to the Lord and trust Him to guide, direct, and bless “from this day
on.”
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Day 73 – Read Zechariah 1:1-6
What does it say?
Israel’s forefathers did not listen to the prophets, so the Lord did to them just as their
actions deserved.
What does it mean?
Zechariah was among those whom Cyrus the Great allowed to return from captivity to
rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. The foundation was laid, but the rebuilding work had
stalled for 16 years. Although they had physically returned to Jerusalem, their hearts
had not completely returned to God. As Zechariah began his prophetic ministry, the
Lord pointed out the consequences of their parents’ stubborn disobedience. As a result
of the captivity, many of those listening had been born in Babylon. Now they had to
choose whether they would follow their parents’ rebellious example or heed
Zechariah’s words. If this generation would return to the Lord, they would experience
the blessings of their spiritual heritage.
How should I respond?
It’s likely that you’ve experienced the ripple effect of your parents’ choice to either fol-
low or reject Jesus as Savior and Lord. What kind of spiritual heritage do you have?
Has your family encouraged your faith, discouraged your walk with the Lord, or simply
been indifferent? You have to decide for yourself whether or not you’ll choose to follow
Jesus and pay attention to what God says in His Word. How might you be rebelling
against something God says is wrong? Will you “return to the Lord” by submitting that
part of your heart and mind to Christ right now? That kind of daily submission will help
you pass down a heritage of blessing instead of the consequences of disobedience.

Day 74 – Read Zechariah 1:7-21
What does it say?
Through a vision, the Lord explained to Zechariah that He would show mercy and give
comfort to Jerusalem again.
What does it mean?
The world was at peace, but Israel was still in great distress. The predetermined time of
discipline was over, and God’s people needed to experience renewed fellowship with
Him. God’s reason for judgment was His deep love for Israel. He went to great lengths to
preserve a remnant and flourish as a nation. God’s discipline would be replaced by His
mercy, comfort, and favor. Even though the Gentile nations acted as God’s hand of judg-
ment, they would answer for the extreme cruelty with which they treated His chose peo-
ple.
How should I respond?
Parents, teachers, and employers alike can benefit from God’s pattern for discipline.
Start with a warning and clearly state the consequences if the unacceptable behavior
continues. Do not make idle threats, being careful that the punishment fits the crime.
Keeping your accountability to God in mind will help you avoid being overly harsh. The
motivation for disciplinary action should be love and concern for the relationships and
people involved. Children, particularly, need to be protected from the devastating con-
sequences of foolish actions. Don’t dwell on past behavior when the time of discipline
is over. Offer words and actions of comfort and move on.
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Day 75 – Read Zechariah 2
What does it say?
The Lord Himself will be a wall of fire around Jerusalem and its glory within.
What does it mean?
Zechariah’s third vision was a preview of Jerusalem’s glorious future. Think of how en-
couraging his words would have been at the time. 70 years of captivity and 16 years of
opposition to the rebuilding could easily have caused a defeatist mindset among this
small group. God gave them a view of their city without rubble or strife. When the Lord
lives among His people during the millennial reign of Christ, Jerusalem will have no
need to fortify her walls. His presence will be Israel’s protection and glory. The city
boundaries they knew won’t be able to contain the blessings God will pour out.
How should I respond?
Scripture promises that the Christian’s eternal future is wonderful beyond description
(1 Cor. 2:9). In the meantime, we live in a world full of temptation and opposition. If you
shut the world out and just wait for Christ’s return, you risk being so heavenly minded
that you’re of no earthly good. On the other hand, if all you see is the here and now,
your days will be filled with dread. God’s promises encourage us to serve Him here,
knowing that life will not always include heartache. As a believer, your eternal future
starts by living daily in His presence now. Then one day, all strife will be replaced with
unimaginable peace and joy.

Day 76 – Read Zechariah 3
What does it say?
Joshua’s filthy clothes were replaced with clean garments. Just as He took away
Joshua’s sin, the Lord will remove Israel’s sins in a single day.
What does it mean?
In Zechariah’s fourth vision, Joshua was on trail before Christ as his Judge and Satan
as his prosecutor. As high priest, Joshua symbolically represented Israel’s people; his
filthy clothes were evidence of their guilt. The Lord’s willingness to forgive their sin
erased any reason for accusations. Their guilt was replaced with His righteousness. By
reinstating Israel as a nation of priests, God paved the way for His Servant, Branch,
and Stone - the coming Messiah - to do in a single day what generations of sacrifices
had been unable to do - cleanse God’s people completely of their sin guilt.
How should I respond?
Have you ever been so dirty that all you could think about was getting washed and
putting on clean clothes? That’s the same condition we are in spiritually until we accept
God’s forgiveness and trade sin’s guilt for the cleansing and righteousness of Christ.
Maybe you think you can gain favor with God by doing good things, but living a moral
life won’t fare you any better than trying to obtain righteousness by observing the law
as generations of Israelites attempted to do (Rom. 9:30-33). Have you allowed God to
remove your “filthy clothes” with all of their shame? If so, Satan has no grounds on
which to accuse you! You can stand clean, righteous, and free of guilt before the Lord.
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Day 77 – Read Zechariah 4
What does it say?
Zechariah saw a vision of a golden lamp-stand and two olive trees. The Lord’s mes-
sage to Zerubbabel from the vision was, “Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit.”
What does it mean?
As Jerusalem’s governor during the rebuilding of the temple, Zerubbabel faced enor-
mous challenges. Zechariah’s fifth vision encouraged the governor to finish what he
started, not through military strength or human power, but by the enabling of God’s
Spirit. As the olive trees in the vision, Joshua and Zerubbabel represent the offices of
priest and king, both of which will be filled by Christ at His return. This vision then, also
speaks of Christ’s future reign on Earth. Through the continual enabling power of the
Holy Spirit (symbolized by oil throughout Scripture), Israel will be a light, pointing the
nations to Christ the Messiah.
How should I respond?
Successful ministry in the 21st century has the same purpose and power source as in
Zechariah’s day. Collectively and individually, Christians are to be light in a dark world,
pointing other people to the source of light - Jesus. When you surrender completely to
the promptings of the Holy Spirit, He enables you in your service to Christ. What is
your purpose for volunteering at church or in your community? If it is anything over
than pointing others to the Light of the World, stop and examine your motivation.

Day 78 – Read Zechariah 5
What does it say?
Zechariah saw a flying scroll, representing a curse on thieves and liars. He then saw a
basket containing a woman, representing wickedness, which was carried off to Baby-
lon.
What does it mean?
The visions in this passage take a sharp turn from the comforting and encouraging vi-
sions Zechariah had seen up to this point. The scroll was a reminder that God’s Law,
given to Moses on the two tablets, was the moral foundation of Jewish society.
Wickedness had no place among God’s people (Deut 27:9-26). Those attitudes and
behaviors were characteristic of ungodly cultures, like Babylon. The fulfillment of those
visions is yet to be seen in the Millennium. Israel will be completely purged of anyone
who breaks God’s Law, which will mark the time for God’s long-awaited judgment on
Babylon and the return of Christ to reign (Rev. 17-20).
How should I respond?
The lives of Christians should be distinguishable form those who do not follow Christ.
As our culture moves further away from biblical thought, there should be a widening
gap between believers and nonbelievers, yet the distance actually seems to be closing
between the two. Scripture doesn’t adjust to the prevailing beliefs of our society. You
have to guard against ungodly attitudes that eventually lead to dishonest and immoral
behavior. Today, filter every thought through God’s Word and submit each reaction to
His Spirit.
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Day 79 – Read Zechariah 6
What does it say?
Zechariah saw a vision of four chariots leave the presence of the Lord to go throughout
the earth. Then a crown of silver and gold was made for Joshua, the high priest.
What does it mean?
Zechariah’s eighth vision symbolized God’s final judgment on Israel’s enemies and the
beginning of Messiah’s millennial reign. Although they felt safe in Zechariah’s first vi-
sion, God’s judgment on Egypt (to the south) and Babylon (to the north) will come sud-
denly and completely (Rev. 18). The fact that judgment awaits the descendants of
these nations indicates continued animosity against the Lord Almighty and His people.
Joshua’s coronation as king-priest is a symbolic of the crowing of Christ when Israel’s
enemies are no more. Civil and spiritual matters will exist harmoniously under His rule.
How should I respond?
When Jesus establishes His earthly kingdom there will be no separation of church and
state by anyone’s definition. This future reality should be a present practice for Chris-
tians for whom every matter is a spiritual matter. Since our God is also the Creator,
each issue in His world is to be viewed form His perspective. How might you be divid-
ing your life into “spiritual” and “secular” categories? Has animosity toward the Bible in
our culture swayed your thinking in some area? God’s Word will stand, but His ene-
mies will not. Until that day, strive to see every issue of life through the lens of His
Word.

Day 80 – Read Zechariah 7-8
What does it say?
The people asked God if they should mourn and fast as before. The Lord Almighty in-
structed them to be just and compassionate, avoiding plots, lies, and oppression.
What does it mean?
Two years after Zechariah’s eight visions, the people asked if they should still observe
the ritual days of fasting that they established while in exile to mourn Jerusalem’s fall.
For seventy years the days of fasting reminded them of their guilt and God’s judgment
on past sin. Like their fathers, they failed to grasp God’s desire for heart change rather
than the observance of religious rituals. The Lord’s answer directed them toward obe-
dient attitudes and behaviors that would bring His blessing, causing joyful feasting in-
stead of sorrowful fasting. Enjoying renewed intimacy with the Lord Almighty in their
homeland was just a glimpse of what life will be in Jerusalem during the millennial age,
when the presence and blessing of Christ will draw people from every nation to Israel.
How should I respond?
Guilt over past sin should be short-lived. Dwelling on it will likely stall your spiritual
growth. What sin do you need to move past? Start by asking God for forgiveness, and
then take an honest look at how and why the sin occurred. Learn from it so you don’t
end up there again. You might never completely forget what happened, but you can di-
rect your thoughts when it comes to mind. Rather than wallow in the failure, focus on
the mercy and grace of God that makes a renewed life with Christ possible. As you ac-
tively pursue attitudes and behaviors that please the Lord, your sorrow will turn to joy-
ful celebration of your hope in Christ.
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Day 81 – Read Zechariah 9
What does it say?
The Sovereign Lord keeps watch and defends Israel against enemy forces.Her king
brings righteousness, salvation, and peace, saving His people as His flock.
What does it mean?
Some of the prophecies in Chapter nine were fulfilled before Christ’s first Advent, while
some foretell events that took place in His earthly ministry, and others are still future.
Each one points to God’s ability to save, both physically and spiritually. The descrip-
tions of the Lord also run the gamut. He is pictured as Israel’s defender, watchman,
king, warrior, and shepherd. The reactions to His second coming are narrowed to two
emotions: fear or hope. Only those who have made peace with God by accepting His
salvation and righteousness will rejoice when the trumpet announces His arrival.
How should I respond?
What is your first reaction when you think of Jesus’ return to Earth? It’s likely determined
by your response to His first coming. If you’ve received Christ as your King, then you can
look forward to His return with joyful anticipation. Followers of Christ have the sure hope
of salvation, righteousness, and peace with God. Look back over the words describing
the Lord in today’s passage. Which one brings you the most comfort in your present cir-
cumstances? Until He returns, take hope in His role as the Shepherd who will defend and
watch over you.

Day 82 – Read Zechariah 10
What does it say?
The Lord gives rain and a harvest, while idols and diviners gave false comfort. God will
compassionately save, gather, and strengthen His people, who will walk in His name.
What does it mean?
The work of rebuilding the temple was made even more difficult by the years of
drought brought on by God’s judgment. Zechariah used their concern for their physical
wellbeing to point out why their circumstances were such - they had believed lies in-
stead of God’s prophets. Just as they wouldn’t hesitate to pray for the spring rain nec-
essary for a fall harvest, they should look to the Lord and His promised Messiah if they
were going to be a fruitful nation. This Shepherd would also be a mighty warrior, one
day leading His people to victory and unity.
How should I respond?
It’s second nature to turn to the Lord when things like a job loss or serious illness
threaten our physical well-being. Recognizing threats to your spiritual well-being re-
quires a higher degree intentionality. How can you navigate a world full of false com-
fort, deceptive messages, and unfulfilled promises? By following closely behind your
Shepherd, Jesus Christ. He not only sees lurking predators, He has already defeated
them! Are you in danger of being deceived? What sinful activity is threatening your
fruitfulness? Only by looking to the Lord through prayer can its grip be broken.
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Day 83 – Read Zechariah 11
What does it say?
Israel detested their Shepherd, and He grew weary of them. A worthless shepherd was
coming who wouldn’t care for his flock.
What does it mean?
Under the Lord’s instruction, Zechariah acted out the coming of two men as shepherds
over a flock - the house of Israel. He prophetically portrayed the coming and rejection
of Israels’ Messiah. Aspects of Christ’s earthly ministry, such as His care for Israel’s
poor and Judas’ betrayal for 30 pieces of silver, point to the reliability of biblical
prophecy. The cruelty of the second shepherd, the Antichrist (John 5:43; 1 John 2:22),
demonstrated the consequences of rejecting the Good Shepherd. All the glorious
promises in the previous chapter are delayed until the Messiah’s second coming be-
cause Israel rejected Him as their Shepherd.
How should I respond?
Most people who read a daily devotion wouldn’t argue with the validity of Jesus as the
Messiah, the Good Shepherd, the King of kings and the Lord of lords. However, true
acceptance of the claims of Christ isn’t simply an intellectual agreement with Christian
writing and teaching, but an inward conviction that affects how we live each day. We
may nod in agreement with the pastor but still fail to live out the things he taught. You
will likely face a choice today that will demonstrate either your acceptance or rejection
of the Lordship of Christ. Be on guard, listening closely to the voice of the Good Shep-
herd.

Day 84 – Read Zechariah 12
What does it say?
The Lord Almighty will shield Jerusalem, making her strong when nations gather
against her. The city will mourn after God pours our a spirit of grace and supplication.
What does it mean?
For 70 years these returned exiles had mourned and fasted for all they had lost when
Jerusalem fell. Zechariah gave an oracle of yet another battle followed by mourning in
the distant future. During the Battle of Armageddon, the Lord will defend Israel against
the world’s armies, supernaturally enabling even the weakest among them to defeat
their enemies. Why would they mourn after such a great victory? A spiritual awakening
will accompany their physical deliverance. God’s Spirit will graciously allow Israel to
see Jesus for who He is - the Messiah they rejected and the Savior who led them in
battle.
How should I respond?
We naturally grieve over the loss of someone close to us. You might also mourn the
changes that accompany the loss of a home or a job. But do you grieve over your own
sin? Each lie and deception helped nail Jesus to the cross. Each immoral thought or
hidden act was a stroke of the hammer. The Lord’s Supper is a remembrance of the
price Jesus paid for our sin (Luke 22:19). Those moments of reflection should grieve
our hearts, but grief turns to joy, knowing that He is the One who makes us victorious -
daily and eternally. Will you allow godly grief over your sin to bring a spiritual renewal
today?
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Day 85 – Read Zechariah 13
What does it say?
Jerusalem will be cleansed of idols and false prophets. The Lord will refine His people
like silver, and they will call on His name.
What does it mean?
Zechariah poetically refers to the blood of Christ as a fountain having the power to spir-
itually cleanse (Heb. 9:14; 1 John 1:7). Sadly, the Jewish people will largely ignore its
existence until His second coming. The sins of idolatry and false prophecies that en-
snared Israel for centuries will be meet with immediate justice when God’s people fi-
nally look to Jesus as their atoning sacrifice. The third of the Jewish nation surviving
the horrors of the Tribulation will turn to the Lord and experience a renewal of His
covenant - the New Covenant made possible by His blood (Luke 22:20).
How should I respond?
As church-going, Bible-believing followers of Christ, we readily accept Christ’s death
as payment for our sin. Jesus’ blood has been applied to our hearts just as the blood of
the amb was during the Passover (Exodus 12:12). Where the blood of Jesus is
present, sin should be absent. That doesn’t mean that it removes your ability to do
wrong; you still have free will. It does mean, however, that within you is the power to
choose not to sin. What temptation seems to trip you up frequently? There is power in
the blood of Jesus to cleanse you from that sin and, by faith, keep you in a covenant
relationship with Him.

Day 86 – Read Zechariah 14
What does it say?
The Lord with defeat the nations and secure Jerusalem when He comes. The world will
worship Him as the One and only Lord and King.
What does it mean?
The last chapter of Zechariah details the events of Christ’s return to earth and the es-
tablishment of His earthly kingdom. At the end of the Tribulation period, Jesus will ap-
pear on the same mountain where He was betrayed and from which He ascended, cre-
ating a valley for God’s people to escape the nations gathered against them. Christ’s
supernatural victory and power over the laws of nature will make it a day like no other.
World religions will be abolished in recognition that Jesus Christ is the Lord of lords
and the King of kings (Rev. 17:14; 19:16). The Messianic kingdom will be the perfec-
tion of what the Lord has always required by His people - to recognize His name above
every name, worship Him alone, and live holy lives.
How should I respond?
Christians long for the day when the entire world will worship Jesus as Lord and King.
That day will be the completion of what God began in the Garden of Eden - perfect
communion with His creation. Growing in spiritual maturity means striving daily to live
as His people will live then. In an age of religious tolerance, do you acknowledge the
name of Jesus as the only way of salvation (John 14:6)? Since He alone is worthy of
our worship, determine today to remove any thought that leads to unholy living.



www.pastorlarry.org

Day 87 – Read Malachi 1:1-5
What does it say?
When Israel asked, “How have you loved us?” God pointed them to how He had
treated the Edomites, their wicked neighbors, as a contrast to His love for them.
What does it mean?
God chose to fulfill His covenant through Jacob (Israel) and his family rather than the
Edomites - the descendants of Esau. This meant that God treated the Israelites like
His own children, which included providing for them, protecting them, and patiently
guiding them. In contrast, God largely left the Edomites to the natural consequences of
their rebellious decisions. Despite these differences, God’s expectation was the same
for both: pursue God humbly and fully, admitting their need for God as the Forgiver of
their sins and the provider of love, hope, and life. Even though both would sin, God
chose to be extra patient with Jacob and his family to display His mercy to and through
them.
How should I respond?
Imagine the difference between growing up in an Edomite home versus growing up in
an Israelite home. The Israelite home was full of God’s mercy, grace, and loving pa-
tience. By contrast, the Edomite home had little contact with the Lord or experience
with His guidance. Which one describes the atmosphere of your home? As a spouse,
parent, or child, your daily decisions to either pursue God’s ways or reject them will set
the tone for the relationships within your family. What can you do to ensure your home
teaches God’s love, provision, protection, and salvation fervently?

Day 88 – Read Malachi 1:6-2:9
What does it say?
God accused the Israelites of despising His name by offering blind and lame animals
as sacrifices.
What does it mean?
God had given Moses many specific laws for Israel and the priests to follow when of-
fering and receiving sacrifices for sin, fellowship, and worship. The hearts of the givers
were to be humble and the sacrifices pure - without blemishes or spots. He instructed
Israel to give their best to show that they recognized Him as their Lord and God. The
people disobeyed, and the priests became apathetic about the purity and majesty of
worship, blatantly accepting deficient sacrifices. Because they offended God, He would
curse even the things that had been previously blessed.
How should I respond?
Jesus suffered and died as a sacrifice for us. He is our once-and-for-all sin offering
without any moral blemish or spot. Because of Jesus, we need not bring a sin offering
to church on Sundays. However, we can give things that we value as a form of worship
and fellowship. For instance, do you make every effort to give God the best of your
time or just what’s left over after your agenda is completed? The next time requests for
volunteers conflicts with something you had planned, consider giving that time as if to
say, “Here, Lord, this is my best for You.”
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Day 89 – Read Malachi 2:10-16
What does it say?
Israel had acted treacherously against one another and against their wives. Therefore,
God stopped accepting their sacrifices.
What does it mean?
Malachi understood that God’s design for marriage was that a husband and wife would
form such an intimate bond with each other that they would be as “one flesh” (Gen.
2:24). They sinned against God by breaking their solemn vows to be faithful to each
other, love each other, and help each other for a lifetime. Through Malachi, God ex-
pressed his displeasure that the Israelites had instead intermarried with people who
worshiped false gods - polluting the moral and spiritual purity of Israel and raising a
generation of children who many not follow in the ways of the Lord.
How should I respond?
Our nation is only as strong as the home in it. While Satan wants to destroy marriages
and lead children astray, God wants healthy marriages and families that point children
toward Him. How often do you pray for the homes in your church and community?
Make a list of seven families you know, and then pray for one family each day of the
week. Ask God to help marriage vows to be honored deeply and faithfully. Ask Him to
bless the children and guide the parents to lead them toward God in everything that is
said and done. Who can you ask to pray that your marriage and family will honor God?

Day 90 – Read Malachi 2:17-3:6
What does it say?
The Israelites asked where the God of justice had gone. God responded that He Him-
self was on His way to His temple; and on that day, the wicked will be judged.
What does it mean?
Despite many cycles throughout Israel’s history of sin - punishment - repentance - sal-
vation, they had yet to learn their lesson. The Lord is a holy, morally pure God and re-
quires the same of His people. The Israelites of Malachi’s day were calling evil “good,”
swearing false oaths, oppressing the widows, orphans, workers, and immigrants, and
not fearing God. He promised to send a messenger (John the Baptist) to clear the way
for God Himself (Jesus Christ) to come and set matters straight by taking the punish-
ment of the wicked on the cross.
How should I respond?
Jesus does not ask us to repay Him for dying on the cross in our place. It would be an
impossible debt to pay. Instead, our lives should “pay it forward” as we demonstrate
His holy character and express gratitude for taking the punishment for our sins. Scrip-
ture teaches that pure religion is helping people in need, not mistreating the innocent
(James 1:27). Do you know someone who is in need of help? The love that Jesus Him-
self showed on the the cross should be all the motivation we need. Will you keep your
eyes open today for someone who could use your help and jump in?
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