How Does “My Daily Devotion for My
Personal Spiritual Growth” Time Work?

“My personal daily devotional” is designed to help you reflect on a story
from God’s Word, pray about it, and then connect to God on a personal
level. These devotions will take you through the Bible. The idea is simple:
discover how God’s Word is relevant to you each day. I believe that the
spiritual results in your life alone will impact your daily life and help you
be rooted in the scriptures. Remember, one of our key mottos is “we
learn that Bible in order that we may live the Bible”.
I know you are busy with work, school, ballgames, and all that life throws
at you, so the devotion is designed to be flexible and mobile.You can use
this at the dinner table, before bed, or in your car.You decide what works
best for you. Here are some suggestions for maximizing spiritual growth
through these devotionals:
• Decide on a time when you can be alone with God for a few
		 minutes each day.
• My Daily Devotion for My Personal Spiritual Growth is updated
		 every quarter. Be sure to get the latest version and remember,
		 they are free.
• To change things up, you can take turns with someone in your
		 family reading the daily verses and devotion and then discuss it.
• After the devotion, spend time in prayer about what you just
		 read and ask God to speak to your heart and help you apply
		 and live out what you’ve learned.
• At the end of the week, review what you’ve read as to refresh
		 your spirit and mind of what you covered earlier in the week.
• Finally, don’t be intimated by having a spiritual conversations
		 with your family, friends, etc. about what God has been teaching
		 you. It may have a deep impact on their life by you sharing your
		 life with them.
It is my hope and prayer that you enjoy this journey through God’s Word
in your personal time. I know that as you commit to it and apply it, that
God’s Word will transform you and your family in ways never expected!

In Christ,
Pastor Larry

Day 1

Read Matthew 1
What does it say?

The angel’s message to Joseph confirmed that Mary was the virgin
through whom the Holy Spirit would send the long-awaited Messiah.

What does it mean?

Matthew’s Gospel was written to the first century Jews who were
waiting for the promised Messiah. Jesus’ ancestry fulfilled the
requirement that the Messiah would come from the line of Abraham through
King David. Mary’s pregnancy through the Holy Spirit and Jesus’ virgin birth
into the household of Joseph proved His Messianic credentials. Matthew
presented Jesus as the Christ who was promised in the covenants God
made with Abraham and David. Immanuel, God with us, would be born in
human flesh for the purpose of saving mankind from their sins.

How should I respond?

Who is Jesus? As Christians, we believe Jesus is the Savior who forgives
and delivers us from sin, allowing championship with Him each moment
of every day. Do you claim Jesus as your Savior? If so, your life should
demonstrate your love for and faith in Christ. How does His constant
presence make a difference in your thoughts, attitudes, and actions? At
school and work God gives opportunities for you to identify with Christ.
Will you choose to live openly as a follower of Christ today? Who will you
tell that Jesus is the Savior?
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Day 2

Read Psalm 1 & 2
What does it say?

God blesses and watches over the righteous. The Lord’s Anointed King
will rule and judge the earth. Wise rulers are blessed and given refuge and
honor Him.

What does it mean?

Psalm 1 offers a stark contrast between the righteous and the wicked.
Both are defined by how they spend their time and the outcome of their
life’s pursuits. The godly person finds purpose in life by reading and
contemplating Scripture instead of listening to ungodly sources of advice.
While the watchful eye of the Lord guides those who belong to Him, the
one who rejects the Lord has chosen to live outside of His protection.
Psalm 2 reveals the future wrath of God’s Son on people who continue
to reject Him. Those who are wise find refuge in the Son and serve Him
rather than conspire against Him.

How should I respond?

How you spend your time says a lot about you. Would your current pursuits
be characterized as godly? Think about how each interest originated.
Did you follow the leading of the Holy Spirit after praying and meditating
on God’s Word? Or, have people who reject God’s authority in their own
lives influenced you? As a follower of Christ, you are covered in His
righteousness, giving you a different life and future than those who
have rejected Him. Today, determine to pursue only what reflects God’s
purpose and the Holy Spirit’s guidance.
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Day 3

Read Psalm 3 & 4
What does it say?

David trusted God to be his deliverer, even though numerous enemies
pursued him. He looked to the Lord, who is merciful and righteous, and
slept in peace.

What does it mean?

David was on the run from the treacherous son Absalom, who had not
only stolen his father’s throne, but had also sought to end his life. Amidst
desperate circumstances David’s heart was peaceful enough to get a good
night’s sleep. How? He knew he stood on God’s side and had confidence
in God’s ability to deliver him. As he lay down for the night, David prayed
for relief, choosing to focus on what he knew to be true – his righteous and
merciful God listens to and protects His people. A low point in the king’s life
became an opportunity to experience the sustaining presence of his Lord.

How should I respond?

Worry and despair can rob you of much needed rest. When you’re in the
middle of a sleepless night, you can either focus on the issue keeping
you awake, or you can talk to the One who knows you and the problem
inside and out. Tell God how you feel, look for reasons to express
gratitude, and praise Him for aspects of His character that are especially
relevant to the situation. Then release your anxiety to Him and willingly accept
however he chooses to act. The peace of God is not a product of changing
circumstances, but a result of unwavering trust in His character
(Philippians 4:6-8).
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Day 4

Read Matthew 4
What does it say?

The wise men followed the star and worshipped Jesus in Bethlehem.
Joseph, Mary, and Jesus fled to Egypt but later returned to live in Nazareth.

What does it mean?

The birth of Jesus brought hope for mankind, but also ignited extreme
opposition. Herod felt so threatened by the news of a prophesied king’s
birth that he issued a decree to kill any child born around the time the star
appeared. But not even Herod had power to stop the Lord from intervening.
God honored the astronomers’ desire to find and worship the Messiah they
read about in Scripture. God’s warnings then led Joseph and Mary, as well
the wise men, to change their plans, protecting each of them. The Savior’s
life was preserved as a result of God’s guidance and their obedience.

How should I respond?

You might think it would be easier to follow the Lord if He sent an angel
to tell you exactly what to do in a difficult situation. Well, God still guides
and protects us through biblical warnings, command, and principles. God
will give direction as you search the Bible for wisdom and truth in similar
situations. Will you make the Word of God your primary resource for
decision-making? Listen for repeated impressions from the Spirit; then
respond quickly when God intervenes with guidance. God desires to
guide you into His plan for your life, but you must be willing to trust Him
completely.
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Day 5

Read Matthew 3
What does it say?

John the Baptist prepared for Jesus’ coming by preaching repentance and
baptizing. When John baptized Jesus, the Spirit descended, and God the
Father spoke.

What does it mean?

John the Baptist courageously preached a radical message of repentance
form sin. His ministry prepared God’s people for the Messiah, Jesus.
Israel’s leaders thought being Jewish made them acceptable to God, but
John preached that a change leading to different thinking and behavior
was necessary. Only sorrow for sin can prepare hearts to receive the
Savior. When Jesus came for baptism as the sinless son of God, He
identified with ever repentant sinner who would be baptized with the Spirit.
God the Father and God the Holy Spirit affirmed God the Son as He began
His earthly mission.

How should I respond?

Calling for repentance form sin is as much a radical message today as it
was in the first century. Have you repented of sin and personally received
Jesus’ payment for your sin? When God convicts you of thoughts, words,
or actions that are not Christ-like, do you defend yourself or agree with His
assessment and confess it? Conviction of sin and repentance prepare the
heart to receive Jesus as Savior. Continuing repentance enables you to
maintain companionship with Him. What sin causes you sorrow? Will you
make the radical choice and determine to turn form it today?
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Day 6

Read Matthew 4
What does it say?

The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the desert where Satan tempted Him. Jesus
began to preach, call followers, and heal all kinds of sickness.

What does it mean?

Satan came to Jesus while He was alone with suggestions that, as the Son
of God, He could satisfy His physical needs, gain popularity, and obtain
world power without suffering. Jesus overcame the temptation because He
knew how to apply God’s Word in each situation. The victory completed
His preparation for ministry. His preaching and healing ministry included
works expected of the Messiah, validating Him as the Savior and
causing some to leave their businesses and families to become His disciples. Jesus set the example that faithfulness in private prepares the way
for fruitfulness in public.

How should I respond?

Everyone has a public image for all to see as well as a private spiritual life
that only God knows. Your commitment to godly thoughts and behavior
in private will likely determine the influence of your life on others. Daily
private victories come through saturating your mind with God’s Word,
prayer, and submitting to His will. What tempts you to take matters into
your own hands? Don’t panic. Find what God has directed you to do in the
Bible and trust Him. When you emerge from the struggle successfully, God
will be glorified, and you will have a greater impact on others.
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Day 7

Read Matthew 5
What does it say?

Jesus taught the Beatitudes in His Sermon on the Mount and explained
how to truly fulfill the Law of God.

What does it mean?

Jesus revealed a new standard for thinking and behavior in every area
of life. His teachings explained that being a part of His kingdom meant
doing more than keeping religious traditions and outwardly fulfilling the
Law. No one who heard the Sermon on the Mount was capable of living
up to His teaching without a heart transformed by His righteousness. He
explained that godly character would produce happiness and personal joy
when faced with hardship, misunderstanding, or persecution. Life lived this
way would not be easy, but it would be blessed as well as influential.

How should I respond?

Living for Christ means going beyond keeping up an appearance. His
teachings expose wrong motives and thoughts. In which area do you
need to respond to Jesus’ teaching: influence, conflict, purity, marriage,
forgiveness, love? As you consider relationships with family members,
work associates, and friends, you may recognize a specific attitude or
behavioral change you need to make. Ask the Lord to give you thinking
and desires that align with His teachings. As you replace old self-centered
thoughts with godly attitudes. He can then bless you with true joy and
lasting happiness.
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Day 8

Read Matthew 6
What does it say?

Jesus taught His listeners to pray and do good works privately, avoiding
public exhibitions. He instructed them to seek God first and trust him to
meet every need.

What does it mean?

Jesus reminded His audience to check their motives, adjust their priorities,
and trust God. His followers should adjust their priorities in honor God
rather than seek praise through self-promotion. It’s human nature to try to
impress other people by publicly displaying good deeds, but even good
things are hypocritical when done from wrong motives. Believers should
value what endures for eternity. God sees all that is done, is aware of
every need, and is trustworthy to reward those who live to honor Him. A
believer’s priority is to please God rather than to be seen and praised by
others.

How should I respond?

What are you doing in order to make yourself look good to others? It’s
exhausting and frustrating when your purpose is to fulfill the expectations
of friends and family or to impress other Christians. The practice of your
faith is between you and God primarily, not you and others. You honor God
when you live before Him, an audience of one, and do works that further
the cause of Christ privately, when possible. Trusting and honoring God
takes precedence over promoting yourself. What will you do today to honor
God? He will give you lasting treasure when your first goal is His glory.
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Day 9

Read Psalm 5
What does it say?

David took refuge in the Lord, expecting Him to answer his prayers.

What does it mean?

When David wrote this Psalm, he was hiding form Saul, who thought David
wanted his throne. Every morning David asked for God’s help, stayed
focused on God’s character, and anticipated God’s deliverance. He learned
things about God through hardship that he never would have learned any
other way. David’s acceptance of God’s sovereignty and timing became
a natural part of life. This period increased his knowledge of and
dependence on God, molding him into the man who became Israel’s greatest
and most beloved king.

How should I respond?

God already knows every difficulty you’re facing. Even so, it’s important
to take each situation to Him in prayer because it builds your faith and
increases your dependence on Him. You may have to resist the urge to
take matters into your own hands while you wait, but manipulation has no
place in the life of a believer. Choose instead to trust the character of the
One in whom you have placed your faith. God will bless, protect, and show
favor to His children, even though that doesn’t always look the way we
expect it to look. Like David, the Lord may be using this period of waiting to
do something in your heart and character that couldn’t happen any other
way.
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Day 10

Read Psalm 6
What does it say?

After weeping all night, David asked God to mercifully deliver his anguished
body and soul, god heard David’s cries for help.

What does it mean?

The first penitential psalm shows the agony involved when the full weight
of sin is realized through the conviction of the Holy Spirit. The particular
sin isn’t named in this undated psalm, but it’s generally thought to be the
murder of Uriah after David committed adultery with Bathsheba. David’s
words suggest that God allowed him to suffer from a severe illness before
he repented. At the same time, enemies were trying to kill him. The
physical and mental agony was so intense that David wept all night long –
so much that he couldn’t see clearly. He longed to worship God with a clear
conscience and restore the intimacy in their relationship. God’s mercy was
David’s only assurance that God would answer his prayers and inflict the
same kind of conviction on his foes.

How should I respond?

Too often we fail to realize the full weight of our sin. It may feel more like
a pinprick than a gaping wound in our spirit. We’re more apt to shed tears
over the consequences of sin that its effect on our moment-by-moment
fellowshipwith Christ. Perhaps we seldom feel the agony described in this
Psalm because we lack deep intimacy with the Lord to start with. What current
sin in your life grieves the heart of God? Don’t trivialize it; turn and face it
head on. Allow the convicting power of the Holy Spirit to mercifully be your
road back to an abiding relationship with Christ. Will you use Psalm 6 as
your personal prayer today?
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Day 11

Read Matthew 7
What does it say?

Jesus gave instructions not to judge, but to discern and pray. He spoke of
two gates, two trees, and two foundations as he challenged all who heard
Him to choose wisely.

What does it mean?

The Sermon on the Mount encouraged the development of discernment
and right thinking. While the Law demanded external acts that could lead
to a superior or critical attitude. Jesus offered a relationship with Himself
and internal renewal by the Holy Spirit leading to wisdom, fruitfulness, and
stability. There are different paths to take, different kinds of fruit to bear,
and different foundations on can lay, but Christ promised discernment to
all who ask for His guidance. The teachings of Jesus are the basis for a
successful and meaningful life through wise decision-making and behavior.

How should I respond?

The topics in the Sermon of the Mount are timeless (Matthew 5-7); however,
they directly contradict most of the messages in current entertainment and
social media. Where does your thinking conflict with Jesus’ teaching? Who
is the final authority in your decisions – self, common sense, or Scripture?
Ask God to help you grasp what Jesus taught and begin the process of
adjusting your thoughts, decisions, and behavior to please Him. You’ll
develop greater wisdom and discernment by recognizing and receiving
Jesus’ words as the foundation of your life.
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Day 12

Read Matthew 8
What does it say?

Jesus healed the sick, calmed the storm, and delivered two demonpossessed men. He warned followers that discipleship is costly.

What does it mean?

Jesus demonstrated authority over sickness, nature, and supernatural
beings – authenticating that He is the Messiah promised by the prophet
Isaiah (Isaiah 53:4). As Jesus revealed His power, he also showed
compassion for suffering people, touching them with heaving and
deliverance. He proved Himself more powerful than the crises of life.
Jesus’ love and power can overcome fear of illness, natural calamities, and
even supernatural forces.

How should I respond?

Jesus cares for you and has power to help you overcome in any
challenging situation you may face. That is life-altering truth. In great love
He empathizes with your need. In great authority He desires to be your
companion through any danger or fear. What situation has shaken your
security? Will you look to Jesus and trust Him with your greatest personal
need? You never have reason to doubt God’s care. Jesus has power to
change your circumstances if that is best. He also has power to enable
you to overcome in your circumstances. Invite Him into your need today.
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Day 13

Read Matthew 9
What does it say?

Jesus forgave sin, healed and delivered as he interacted with men,
women, and children. He called Matthew to be a disciple and had dinner
with outcasts.

What does it mean?

Throughout this chapter, people put faith in Jesus to meet their needs and
the needs of loved ones. One group was so motivated by their conviction
that Jesus had power to heal that they went to great effort to get their
friend to Him. While raising the ruler’s dead daughter to life and healing the
demon-possessed man cause more spectacle, the woman who touched
the hem of Jesus’ garment received healing quietly. The friends, the ruler,
and the woman came to Jesus convinced that He could and would help
them. He responded to each situation in compassion. They looked to
Jesus in complete trust and dependence and were not disappointed.

How should I respond?

Faith in Jesus expressed through prayer and worship releases God’s
power. Prayer is a wonderful mystery. God is not dependent on our prayers,
yet He invites us to pray in faith with expectation that He will act on our
behalf. He always answers either yes, no, or wait. What personal situation
should you bring to Jesus? Who has God reminded you to pray for? Will
you call them today and pray with them, taking them into Jesus’ presence?
Each need, whether it seems big or small, will be met with compassion.
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Day 14

Read Matthew 10
What does it say?

Jesus sent his disciples to preach, heal, and deliver. He prepared them
with a warning of persecution and gave assurance of God’s sovereign care
and the Holy Spirit’s help.

What does it mean?

As Jesus sent His disciples out, He prepared them for their immediate
mission and their lifework after his ascension. Jesus called His followers
to put aside their own agenda, identify with Him, and meet the needs of
others. Serving Him wholeheartedly meant facing persecution because
those who rejected Jesus would reject His followers. Even their strongest
ties had to take second place to Jesus. These men would see many come
to faith in Christ as God accomplished His plan. The cost of discipleship
was great, but the joy of living for God’s purpose led to a triumphant life
and God’s reward.

How should I respond?

Christ calls you to give your life to Him and hold all other relationships
loosely. Open confession of Christ with a commitment to serve Him
may lead to misunderstanding, rejection, and even persecution. Is your
commitment to Christ selfless and fearless, or are there situations where
you’re intimidated and silent concerning your faith? Fear is banished by
confidence in God’s continual presence, and the pain of rejection is abated
by your awareness of pleasing Him. Living for Christ requires selflessness
and courage, but results in fulfillment and reward. How will you further
God’s purpose today?
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Day 15

Read Matthew 11
What does it say?

Jesus answered John the Baptist’s question concerning His identity. He
commended John, pronounced judgement on the unrepentant, and invited
all to come to Him.

What does it mean?

John the Baptist was put in prison for doing what God called him to do.
His honest questions concerning Jesus’ identity was answered by Jesus’
works, which Isaiah prophesied to be works of the Messiah (Isaiah 35:56; 61:1). Jesus commended John as the messenger foretold by Isaiah.
Both John and Jesus proclaimed God’s message, yet the majority of that
generation were not responsive and would be held accountable in relation
to the truth revealed to them. Still, Jesus invited all who would recognize
Him as Messiah to come in childlike faith and find rest from sin’s penalty
and life’s burdens.

How should I respond?

Life doesn’t always go as you think it should, even when you’re doing
exactly what God has directed you to do. Circumstances do not define
you. Your identity is found in your relationship to Jesus and your choice to
fulfill God’s plan. Have you come to Christ in childlike faith and repentance
for salvation? Jesus will answer your questions. He is your closest friend.
What situation burdens you? Bring it to Jesus. The majority may reject
Christ, but He invites you to find ease, relief, and rest for your soul in Him.
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Day 16

Read Psalm 7
What does it say?

David called on God to search his heart and mind – as well as that of
his enemy – then judge righteously. He gave thanks and praise to the
righteous Lord Most High.

What does it mean?

David wrote the Psalm in response to something said about him by a
Benjamite named Cush. While it’s not stated, it’s likely that Cush was a
member of Saul’s court who had been filling the king’s mind with lies about
David (1 Samuel 24:9). Since nothing is hidden from God, David asked
Him to uncover each man’s motives and reveal the truth. He trusted God
as the righteous Ruler and Judge of all. Whatever action He decided to
take or not take would be just. He left it with God who acts justly toward all.

How should I respond?

You’ll probably have to deal with difficult people as long as you live.
How do your responses to those people compare with David’s in today’s
passage? If an accusation has been made, humbly ask God to show you
if any part of it is based in truth. Ask Him to search your heart and mind regarding whether you have a blind spot on that issue and then leave it with
God. That doesn’t mean you never pray about it again, but your prayers
should reflect humble acknowledgement of who God is – the Lord Most
High, the righteous Judge. Anything He decides is right. What situation or
relationship do you need to pray about right now and then leave it in God’s
righteous hands?
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Day 17

Read Psalm 8
What does it say?

The Lord’s name is more majestic than any on Earth, deserving of praise.
Considering the greatness of God’s creation – why has He given mankind
glory, honor, and care?

What does it mean?

Even though David only had a glimpse into the vast nature of our
universe, he felt insignificant when he looked at the world around him and
contemplated the God who created it all which such detail and precision.
Still, this awesome God created people, gave them rule over everything
He created, and paid attention to their lives. Out of all the living He made,
why would God give such attention to mankind? Unlike birds, fish, and
sheep, people were created in God’s own image. Mankind alone is capable
of having a relationship with the Lord, giving more than enough reason to
recognize His glory and praise His excellent, majestic name.

How should I respond?

The longer you’re around something, the more likely you are to take it for
granted. Depending on where you live, you might regularly see beautiful
mountain vistas, the wide open plain, or the expanse ocean on the horizon.
But when was the last time you stopped to contemplate what you were
seeing? Plan some time this week to hike a mountain, watch the sun rise
or set, or gaze at the stars. When you reach your destination, read Psalm
8 as an act of worship. You’ll likely leave that place with a new sense of
wonder and renewed appreciation for your relationship with our awesome
God.
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Day 18

Read Matthew 12
What does it say?

Jesus answered the Pharisees’ accusation by proclaiming He is Lord of
the Sabbath. He condemned the religious leaders’ unbelief but gave them
the sign of Jonah.

What does it mean?

Just as Isaiah foretold (Isaiah 42:1-4), Jesus was loving, meek, and
gentle as He healed and delivered people by the power of God’s Spirit. The
needy and hopeless flocked to Him while the Jewish leaders clung to the
formality of religious traditions, rejected Him as Messiah, and plotted to kill
Him. Jesus’ action on the Sabbath demonstrated that compassion takes
precedence over traditional rules. Each person had a responsibility to
make a decision concerning Jesus for which they will be held accountable.
There is hope for all who trust Jesus as Savior because He is Lord over all.

How should I respond?

What does the name of Jesus mean to you? Jesus still has power over the
physical and supernatural realms, and He has power over all that concerns
you. That wonderful name is the source of hope to all who recognize Jesus
as the Savior and come to Him in faith. Hope in Him and assurance of final
justice have a transformative effect on your daily mindset and behavior.
How will you answer life’s ultimate question: What decision have you made
concerning Jesus? Tell Him you recognize His Lordship over you and
everything in your life, yield to Him, and watch in awe as He strengthens
you in hope.
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Day 19

Read Matthew 13
What does it say?

Jesus taught the crowds using parables.

What does it mean?

A parable is a story that illustrates a truth by making a comparison and is meant to awaken spiritual interest, but its underlying truth
cannot by understood by those whose hearts are set against Jesus. These
parables illustrate several truths of life and various responses to the gospel. A
prevailing message in these parables is: Christ knows those who are truly
His. Jesus’ return will be a day of accountability and justice. Until then,
those who receive Jesus as Savior live alongside those who reject Him.
However, even true believers sometimes choose wickedness over righteousness.

How should I respond?

We live in a world where righteousness and wickedness coexist. Even
followers of Christ have the potential for both good and evil choices. Are
you making choices that are consistent with your identity as a Christian?
Ask God to help you apply the truth of His Word to your daily life. On
the other hand, if you continually find yourself without enthusiasm for the
things of God, or you are easily dissuaded from following His ways, then
stop and examine whether or not you have truly placed your faith in Christ.
When He returns, Jesus will separate those who belong to Him from those
just playing church.
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Day 20

Read Matthew 14
What does it say?

Hearing John the Baptist was dead, Jesus showed compassion, healed
many, and fed 5,000. He walked on the stormy lake to His disciples, and
Peter walked with Him.

What does it mean?

As Jesus showed sympathy and affection for the people around Him, the
disciples grew in their comprehension of His identity as God’s Son. That
knowledge allowed them to do the impossible as they served Jesus. When
they faced difficulties and dangers. He helped them at just the right time.
Although Jesus performed the miracle of feeding the 5,000. His disciples
distributed the food and collected the leftovers. Only Peter, though, had the
desire and courage to ask to walk on water to Jesus. He momentarily let
fear distract him, but he refocused by calling on Jesus and was rescued.

How should I respond?

What in your life cannot be explained except for Jesus? It’s an adventure
and a privilege to trust Him outside your comfort zone and natural abilities.
At your darkest hour, Jesus comes and invites you to walk with Him above
your circumstances, doing what seems impossible. If you falter, focus
on Jesus and pray. He will sustain you until the storm ends. Ask God for
growing comprehension of Jesus’ power. He is greater than the trouble
you are in and the danger you face. What does God want you to do that
seems beyond your capabilities? Fix your gaze on Jesus and join Him in
doing the impossible.
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Day 21

Read Matthew 15
What does it say?

Pharisees questioned Jesus about tradition, and He confronted their
hypocrisy. Jesus showed compassion when He healed the Canaanite’s
daughter and fed 4,000.

What does it mean?

The Pharisees were offended when Jesus shared the truth. They came
to Jesus cloaked with the appearance of devotion, while the Canaanite
woman came in humility and persistent faith. God knows the true
condition of every heart. Behavior that does not come from a heart of faith
and obedience toward God is only the appearance of devotion. The truth
of a person’s heart is revealed more by his thoughts, desires, loyalties,
affections, and motives than by external habits and behavior.

How should I respond?

Do you know the true condition of your own heart? The great need of
humanity is for God to cleanse our hearts of sin, not for us to clean up our
outward life by doing or refraining from doing certain things. How might
you be maintaining the appearance of devotion to God but lacking pure
spiritual motivation? How do you respond when the truth is hard to accept?
Your response is an indicator of the condition of your heart. Will you agree
when the Spirit convicts and respond to please the Lord? There’s a great
difference in being religious and having a heart for the Lord.
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Day 22

Read Matthew 16
What does it say?

Jesus warned the disciples of the religious leaders’ influence. After
Peter’s confession, Jesus foretold the establishment of the church and the
necessity of the Cross.

What does it mean?

As opposition increased, Jesus trained His disciples to develop a spiritual
and eternal perspective. He challenged them to turn from the teachings of
religious leaders who rejected Him as Messiah and promoted legalism and
liberalism. As God’s Son, He revealed a new orientation toward life that
involved the Cross for Himself and a cross for each of them. Jesus gained
victory through death at Calvary. His followers find victory and reward
when they deny self and make sacrifices to live and serve as God directs.

How should I respond?

Jesus asks those of us who trust His death for deliverance from the
penalty of sin to take up our cross. For a believer, taking up the cross
means a denial of self, voluntarily laying down your plans, dreams, and
desires in order to fulfill His plan for you. Jesus will use you and all
you have for His glory and purpose. This mindset is contrary to public
opinion and may look foolish to some. Will you lose your life to His purpose,
showing by your works and words that you believe and trust in Jesus
as God? God will accomplish things of eternal value through you when
you allow the Cross to rule all selfish desires and ambitions. A maturing
believer values eternal fruit over self-gratification.
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Day 23

Read Psalm 9
What does it say?

David’s song of rejoicing praised the Lord as the righteous Judge of the
wicked.

What does it mean?

David spoke from experience about the Lord’s trustworthiness. His
presence is a place to hide when trouble comes; those who call on His
name are not disappointed. From this perspective David wrote prophetically of a day when all of Israel’s enemies will be defeated. God will
righteously act on behalf of His people just as He had done for David
personally. He then shifted back to his present life, where he was still in
need of God’s mercy. David praised the Lord and petitioned Him for help
at the same time, basically saying, “Don’t stop now, Lord!” The reason for
David’s request reveals why he was “a man after God’s own heart” – he
longed to openly praise the Lord in Zion.

How should I respond?

Some people stop coming to church because at some point God didn’t
answer a prayer to their liking, and they concluded that He didn’t show
up. Have you been disappointed at how God handled a particular matter?
He may be trying to give you something far greater than immediate relief
– the knowledge of His intimate presence. There will always be trouble of
some kind in this world, but the Lord is our trustworthy refuge. However He
responds is right and just. Tell someone today what God has already done
on your behalf, even if you’re still praying about a difficult situation.
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Day 24

Read Psalm 10
What does it say?

The Lord seems far away from the schemes of the wicked. But He is able
to call them into account and defend the oppressed who wait on Him for
help.

What does it mean?

It appeared to the psalmist that God was hiding while wicked men
plotted against the innocent and weak. Arrogance motivated these
ungodly people to use curses, lies, and threats to oppose God and His
people. They thought they were invincible, untouchable, invisible, and
unaccountable because they were getting away with their deplorable
actions. The psalmist refocused his thoughts on what he knew to be true:
His eternal God sees and knows everything and is able to defend the
helpless. With his heart and mind firmly grounded, the writer confidently
asked God for encouragement and justice.

How should I respond?

We see it every day: ungodly people inflicting harm on other human
beings. It often seems that the identity thieves and terrorists are winning
the battle. We rant, text, tweet, and post about the injustice, but how often
do you go directly to the One who holds all people accountable? About
what issue do you need to spend time in prayer rather than more time on
the phone or online? It’s true that in your lifetime you might not see justice
served completely on the issue that hits home the most. You can be sure,
though, that the wicked and arrogant will ultimately be held accountable to
God Almighty.
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Day 25

Read Matthew 17
What does it say?

Jesus was transfigured before Peter, James, and John. He healed a boy,
foretold His death and resurrection, and paid the temple tax.

What does it mean?

The disciples had to leave the glory of Jesus’ transfiguration to once
again live in the valley with the realities of sickness, death, and taxes.
Jesus showed them how to live as citizens of Heaven and fulfill their
responsibilities as sojourners on Earth with vibrant faith. The Son of God
chose to submit to the ruling authority and fulfill His obligations, even to
the leaders who were plotting to kill Him. Jesus used every opportunity to
develop the disciples’ faith. He wanted them to learn that they could truth
Him completely as they fulfilled their duties to those with whom they
disagreed.

How should I respond?

Time spent with the Lord prepares you for the challenges of living as a
Christ follower in an ungodly culture. What situation is God using to
develop your faith in Him regarding ungodly authorities? Faith in
Jesus moves you to obedience, even when it’s hard or seems humanly
foolish. Jesus intends for us to live in our world, rely on Him, and fulfill our
obligations. When someone in authority over you is hostile toward your
faith, a growing understanding of Jesus’ power will develop your faith and
enable you to fulfill your daily responsibilities in a way that honors Him.
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Day 26

Read Matthew 18
What does it say?

Jesus explained that greatness begins with humility. He taught His
disciples how to deal with sin and commanded unlimited forgiveness to all
who belong to His kingdom.

What does it mean?

To live on Earth as a kingdom citizen requires a counter-cultural
mindset: greatness is accomplished through humility, sin in not overlooked,
but confronted with the goal of restoration; and forgiveness has no limit.
The Christian forgives offenses, because he or she has been forgiven.
The debt, which is the penalty for sin, has been canceled by God’s mercy
in Jesus’ sin payment at Calvary. The debt one person owes another is
minuscule compared to what God in mercy has forgiven each believer.
Forgiveness is not a feeling but a command that God will enable you to
obey.

How should I respond?

God’s forgiveness toward you should be the measure of your forgiveness
toward others. When you realize how much you have been forgiven, you
are faced with the decision of how you will respond to those who have hurt
you and caused you pain. Whom do you need to forgive? Are you willing
to forgive an unlimited number of times? He may guide you to distance
yourself from a person who continues to hurt you, but since you freely
received God’s forgiveness, you should freely forgive.
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Day 27

Read Matthew 20
What does it say?

Jesus told the parable of the vineyard workers and foretold His betrayal,
the Cross, and resurrection. Jesus discussed suffering with James and
John and healed two blind men.

What does it mean?

The parable of the vineyard workers illustrates that all people are
undeserving of God’s goodness and generosity, yet He graciously invites
mankind to Himself. The Lord saves those who respond to His invitation to
come to Jesus in faith. Some have many years to live for Him, and some
are near the end of life. Those who respond are equally lost sinners who
become equally saved saints when they receive Jesus.

How should I respond?

Salvation is not based on any merit of our own but is given in response
to God’s invitation to be a part of His eternal kingdom. How have you
responded to God’s call? Are you jealous when you observe God’s
generosity toward someone recently saved from an immortal lifestyle?
Does a sense of entitlement – that you’re more deserving of God’s generosity because you’ve known Him longer – cloud your understanding of
God’s goodness? God has the sovereign right to deal generously with all
people. Stop right now and express your gratitude for God’s generosity to
you, as well as to others.
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Day 28

Read Matthew 21
What does it say?

Jesus, the promised Son of David, entered Jerusalem in triumph. He
removed corruption from the temple and answered the Pharisees’
questions with parables.

What does it mean?

In Jesus’ final week, confrontation with the religious establishment
intensified because He condemned their hypocrisy while showing His
authority as God. Because the religious leaders rejected Jesus as the
Christ, they also rejected His right to be worshiped as the Son of David
and to cleanse the temple – His Father’s house. Their rejection of God’s
message wasn’t new; they had violently opposed His messengers. God’s
prophets, and now they rejected His Son. But opposition to the gospel will
not prevail because Jesus is God’s triumphant Son, the Savior.

How should I respond?

When your life is centered on Jesus and built on the foundation of God’s
Word, your thoughts. Words, and activities reflect God’s truth. Unbelievers
have a predisposition to reject God’s truth, and so those who reject Christ
will most likely reject you. They may dismiss you as gullible or ignorant
and relate to you with an attitude of condescension. How do you respond
when loved ones reject you and chose to remove themselves from your
life because you are a Christian? How can you reflect God’s unconditional
love toward them? Take heart – some may reject Him, but Jesus, the
triumphant Savior, will prevail.
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Day 29

Read Psalm 11
What does it say?

David took refuge in the Lord, who righteously and justly rules from His
heavenly throne.

What does it mean?

While serving in King Saul’s court, David wrote the Psalm after slaying
Goliath. Driven by jealously and suspicion, Saul tried to kill David on
multiple occasions during those years. Everyone gave David the same
advice, “Run!” Even though the situation was dire, David was exactly
where God had placed him. It would have been disobedience to God for
David to run away. Instead, he placed his life into God’s hands. He chose
to trust the Lord just as he had always done. Because David chose to live
righteously, his righteous God was on his side.

How should I respond?

What makes you want to quit? Have things started to deteriorate at your
job or in your church? Have friends advised you to get out before things
get really ugly? It’s instinctive to get away quickly from anything that
causes discomfort or discouragement. At times, however, God may call
you to withstand situations that are beyond human logic. There’s only
one reason for a child of God to change direction – obedience to God.
Likewise, the primary reason for Christians to stay where they are is the
knowledge that God has placed them there and has not yet released them
to go. Either way, will you trust God enough to place your life’s direction in
His hands? What is He directing you to do today?
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Day 30

Read Psalms 12 & 13
What does it say?

The Lord rose to protect the weak and needy from deceitful people. Still,
David felt forgotten while waiting on the Lord. God’s unfailing love filled him
with song.

What does it mean?

David’s outlook depended on where he placed his focus. When he listened
to the boasts of his enemies and saw only his circumstances, it felt as if
God were hiding, leaving him to work through his thoughts and emotions
alone. But when David chose to focus on God’s love and the reliability of
what God said, he was filled with overflowing gratitude for all that God
had done and was going to do. When David’s focus changed, do did his
emotions. He had not been forgotten. God’s Word is reliable, and His love
is steadfast.

How should I respond?

We can’t help but see the circumstances that surround us. Negative
emotions can flood over you when it seems that there’s nothing good
in any direction you look. When that happens, follow David’s example –
stop looking around and chose to look up. You can either react to your
circumstances or respond to God’s Word and His love. It’s more than having a positive attitude: it’s complete trust in the One who can best work
on your behalf. God sees beyond the current crisis. What might the Lord
be doing that you can’t see? How has God been good to you, even in the
middle of trying circumstances? Write down three things that you can thank
Him for right now. Then choose today to focus your thoughts on God’s love
and care for you.
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Day 31

Read Matthew 22
What does it say?

Jesus told the parable of the wedding feast. He answered questions about
authority, resurrection, and the Law. He then asked questions that silenced
His opponents.

What does it mean?

The leaders who refused God’s invitation to eternal life collaborated to
entrap Jesus. When asked which commandment talked priority. Jesus
simplified the Law: love God with your entire being and show selfless
love to others. Loving God means embracing Him with all that you are.
The heart is the hidden spring of personal life and represents one’s true
character. The soul is the seat of the will and purpose through which a
person perceived and feels. The mind gives the ability to think, reflect, and
reason. The whole person – with his heart, mind and soul – is enabled to
love by the power or God.

How should I respond?

How do you know if you truly love God? Think about the various parts
of your life. Are your affections, life goals, and intellect set toward
pleasing Him? When the preeminent purpose of your life is loving God,
you’ll desire to please Him and put others before yourself. When love for
God permeates your life, the love of God satisfies you and overflows to
others (Romans 5:5). Will you examine the hidden parts of your personality
and bring them before God? Ask Him to renew your whole being with His
love.
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Day 32

Read Matthew 23
What does it say?

Jesus warned the disciples about unrighteous leaders. He pronounced
judgement for specific be-haviors but promised future blessing for Israel.

What does it mean?

Jesus confronted people who were guilty of self-promotion and condemned
their hypocrisy. Rather than love God and others as commanded in
Matthew 22:37-40, the religious leaders chose to use deception to gain
power, status, and wealth. Jesus challenged their behavior toward others
as well as their lack of integrity and character. Even as He pronounced
judgment and revealed their sin, Jesus compassionately plead for their
repentance. Israel’s future will include judgment for sin along with blessing
when the nation as a whole recognizes and exalts Jesus as Messiah at
His return.

How should I respond?

Examine your character in light of the specific warnings and woes in this
passage. Has self-promotion taken priority over love for God and respect
for others? Keeping up the appearance of godliness without a heart
devoted to God is hypocrisy. Jesus requires His followers to have spiritual
integrity while living our Christian principles in daily life. How do you fail to
practice consistently what the Word of God teaches? Agree with God and
turn from any sinful attitudes He has brought to mind. The Holy Spirit will
enable you to have personal integrity as you look for Christ’s victorious
return.
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Day 33

Read Matthew 24
What does it say?

Jesus told His disciples the temple would be destroyed. He gave signs of
the end of the age and encouraged them to watch for His Second Coming.

What does it mean?

Jesus prepared His followers to discern deceptive teaching and
encouraged them to be accountable for their behavior. By giving prophecy,
Jesus prepared them for the future and opened their understanding to their
current circumstances. As wickedness increased and antagonism toward
the Savior intensified, faithful believers would continue to share the good
news of salvation through Christ. In God’s timing, against the backdrop of
desolation and distress, Jesus will come again. When life is at its worst,
Jesus’ followers should continue to live in anticipation of His return.

How should I respond?

As wickedness and persecution of Christians increase, there is no
reason to panic. Jesus told us this would happen and challenged every
generation to look for His return. Prophecy encourages us to be faithful to
Jesus and to share the good news regardless of our circumstances. If you
knew Jesus was coming back today, what changes would you make? You
have the opportunity to live for Jesus each day, so when He appears, you
can be confident and unashamed before Him (1 John 2:23). How will you
live today in anticipation of His return?
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Day 34

Read Matthew 25
What does it say?

Jesus told parable of the virgins and talents and foretold the judgment of
sheep and goats.

What does it mean?

Jesus gave practical lessons for people who will live through the time
just before He establishes His millennial kingdom. He contrasted a true
relationship with Him to a false one, noting that fruits and works will reveal
which people are authentic believers. Jesus will return as judge to bless
those who receive and serve Him and to and to separate those who reject
Him. Only those who possess a personal relationship with Christ will spend
eternity with Him. Those who know Him are responsible to sue God’s gifts
wisely and to love others unconditionally.

How should I respond?

Your good works do not save you, but knowing Jesus as Savior is
evidenced as you serve Him and share His love with others. How you treat
people is important because it matters to Jesus, who showed love for all
segments of society, even “the least.” Will you ask God to transform your
thinking so that you will have spiritual urgency and compassion for the
needs of others? There is limited time to show God’s compassion and love
to others before Jesus returns. Will you seize the opportunity? How you
live today matters for eternity.
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Day 35

Read Matthew 26
What does it say?

Jesus was anointed, betrayed, and denied. He established the Lord’s
Supper and prayed in Gethsemane before He was arrested and taken
before the Sanhedrin.

What does it mean?

The reactions to Jesus from within His most intimate circle ranged from
profound adoration to betrayal and denial in the days before His crucifixion.
Mary’s extravagant expression of love revealed her devotion to the Lord,
even though men without insight to its true meaning misunderstood it. The
same lack of spiritual understanding married the intimacy that should have
characterized Jesus’ last supper and prayer with His followers. Despite
betrayal and denial, Jesus displayed the depth of God’s love for mankind
by voluntarily submitting to his Father’s will to give His life as payment for
sin.

How should I respond?

Living in intimate fellowship with Jesus is costly, but it’s also eternally
rewarding. If you choose to live closely with Jesus, you may be called
to make extravagant sacrifices that will be misunderstood or judged.
Identifying yourself as a Christian at home, work, or school might cause
unbelievers to treat you with disrespect or even put you in danger. Jesus’
willing sacrifice for our sin deserves our greatest devotion. Can you do
less when you consider the depth of His love for you? For those who are
on intimate terms with Jesus, no sacrifice is too great. How will you display
your loyalty to the Savior today?
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Day 36

Read Psalms 14 & 15
What does it say?

The fool says that there is no God, so he turns to corruption and does
nothing that is good. But the righteous person dwells with the Lord and will
not be shaken.

What does it mean?

These psalms give character sketches of opposite individuals. The fool in
Psalm 14 is a morally deficient person rather than someone with a lack of
mental acuity. He portrays the fact that everyone is stained with sin and
that evil will always surface when God’s authority isn’t acknowledged. The
person in Psalm 15 is at the other end of the spectrum, desiring above all
to live continually in the presence of the Lord. There is no trace of sin in his
words or dealings with others, even his enemies. The only person whose
character perfectly matches the description here is the Lord Jesus Himself.

How should I respond?

Morally deficient or blameless…most of us would describe ourselves as
somewhere in the middle. However, Jesus never called anyone to live
a mediocre Christian life. As a matter of fact, He taught His followers to
live the same kind of life described in Psalm 15 (Matthew 5-7). Being
blameless in God’s sight doesn’t mean you’re perfect, but as a Christ
follower your life should demonstrate the same characteristics that He did
while on Earth. Which qualities in Psalm 15 do you need to develop more?
As you listen to the Holy Spirit today, determine not to be content with life
on middle ground.
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Day 37

Read Psalm 16
What does it say?

David chose the counsel and inheritance of the Lord over other gods.

What does it mean?

On the run from Saul, David had two opportunities to take Saul’s life
but chose not to do so. Both times, Saul temporarily backed off. It was
probably during one of these lulls that David wrote this psalm. As the
anointed King, David could have taken the throne of Israel for himself.
Some might even have suggested that he seek answers by making
sacrifices to other gods, but abandoning the Lord would only increase his
sorrows. David chose to follow the Lord’s counsel, even when he went
through suffering on the path to the throne. God had not abandoned David,
and he would not abandon his Lord. Hardship made David recognize that
he had nothing of value outside of the Lord.

How should I respond?

Life seldom turns out the way we thought in our youth that it would. Life
happens. What plans have gone awry, leaving you disappointed? Whether
or not you feel content at any given moment has more to do with your
perspective that your actual circumstances. Are you focused on what
God has not yet chosen to give, or on what He has graciously done
already? Only the comfort and strength of the Lord brings lasing satisfaction,
regardless of the trouble that might surround you. Will you say along with
David, “You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing”?
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Day 38

Read Matthew 27
What does it say?

During the trial before Pilate, the Jewish leaders demanded Jesus’
crucifixion. He was mocked, beaten, and crucified, afterwards, Joseph of
Arimathea buried Him.

What does it mean?

Israel’s leaders took Jesus into Pilate’s Roman court so the death
penalty they wanted could be carried out. Throughout the hours of trials,
mistreatment, and execution. Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecy and
experienced the treatment. He had foretold to His disciple. The taunts of
the mockers were true – He could have saved Himself, but He died to save
sinners. The sinless Son of God took the full force of God’s wrath for the
transgressions of mankind. The bedrock and heart of Christianity is the
Cross, where Jesus died in the place of sinners, providing access to God
and His love.

How should I respond?

The scenes in Matthew 27 are painful, but glorious reminders of God’s
great love: they fill our minds and emotions with wonder and worship.
When was the last time you came before God with the sole purpose of
considering what Jesus has done for you? Just think about it – Jesus
took the penalty for all your sins, no matter how great they may seem.
Have you received Him as your Savior? If so, the indwelling Holy Spirit
saturates your being with the assurance of God’s love until the love of Christ
overflows in your attitudes, words, and actions (Romans 5:5). How can you
show God’s love today?
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Day 39

Read Matthew 28
What does it say?

The angel announced that Jesus was no longer in the tomb, but had risen.
Jesus appeared to His followers and commissioned them to go and make
disciples.

What does it mean?

While new of Jesus’ resurrection spread, the Jewish leaders conspired to
cover it up and explain it away, but their attempts failed. Jesus is alive and
has given His followers and ongoing assignment to share the new of His
death and resurrection all over the world. His continual presence enables
and inspires His followers to invest their time and energy in others so that
they too will be inspired to share the good news. Jesus is alive and will
always be with those who trust, follow, and obey Him.

How should I respond?

Jesus has given His followers an assignment that makes life meaningful
today and for eternity – to share the news of His death and resurrection.
Our mission is based on His absolute authority and empowered by His
constant presence. Do you look for openings each day to talk about Jesus
and how to know Him as Savior? What opportunities does your church
offer to you to share God’s love – whether across the street or in another
country? Every day you are on a mission trip to win, baptize, and teach the
Bible so others can win, baptize, and teach. With whom will you share this
good news today?
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Day 40

Read Mark 1

What does it say?

Jesus was baptized by John and temped by Satan for 40 days. The He
preached, healed, and cast out demons. He called four men to leave their
jobs and follow Him..

What does it mean?

Because Jesus is fully God. He has the authority and power to drive our
demons and perform miraculous physical healing. Because Jesus was
also fully human, He identified with hurting, needy people and was filled
with compassion for them. That love moved Jesus to make serving others
a high priority, and He freely used his power to teach and to heal people in
the crowds who came to him. In order to be strengthened and equipped to
continue His mission on Earth, Jesus also made it a priority to spend time
alone with the Father in prayer early in the morning before His day began.

How should I respond?

Since serving others was a priority for Jesus, it must be for us as well. This
passage teaches us how to go about service the way He did. First, set
time aside for prayer. Being alone in the presence of God gives you power
and encouragement to carry out His will and bring Him glory. Then, be
generous as you move through the day, doing everything you can
for all kinds of people. Check your motives to see if genuine love and
compassion are behind your good deeds. How do your priorities line up
with those of Christ? How can you better model a servant’s heart today?
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Day 41

Read Mark 2

What does it say?

Jesus traveled to Capernaum near the Sea of Galilee, teaching and
healing. The Pharisees criticized Jesus because He did not follow Jewish
law and tradition.

What does it mean?

The Jewish religious leaders watched Jesus’ every move and examined
His every word. These experts in Jewish law and tradition opposed some
of Jesus’ conduct because it was in conflict with their strict rules. It’s
good to hold teachers accountable, but the Pharisees had allowed their
traditions to become more important than God’s Word itself. This
obsession completely blinded them not only to the fact that Jesus is God,
but also to their spiritual needs for forgiveness and freedom. Because of
the Pharisee’s hard and critical hearts, they missed out on the generous
gifts that Jesus was willing to give.

How should I respond?

It is so easy to jump to conclusions about someone who doesn’t follow
the same rules that you do. Speculating about their motives just makes it
harder to do what God has called us to do: love them. We must be careful
not to add anything to the scriptural commands for Christ-like living or use
our convictions to judge. Our own need for moment-by-moment grace is
easily forgotten when we’re focused on finding fault in someone else. How
will you use the gifts and opportunities you have to share your freedom in
Christ rather than argue over controversial issues that cause division?
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Day 42

Read Mark 3

What does it say?

Jesus chose twelve men to preach, heal, and drive our demons. Religious
leaders plotted to kill him while Jesus’ own family thought He was out of
his mind.

What does it mean?

Jesus had a relationship with His earthly relatives, but in this passage
He broadened the term “family” from the mere physical realm to the
spiritual. He started by appointing twelve men to work closely with Him,
commissioning and empowering them for ministry. His relationship with
these disciples surpassed the human understanding of family. He more
specifically defined “family” when His well-meaning relatives began to
undermine His mission. Jesus did not go wit them as they wished, but took
the opportunity to teach that His spiritual family includes all those united in
pursuing His Father’s will.

How should I respond?

When you are born again into new life in Jesus, you are adopted into His
family. Christ should have priority as a primary relationship in your life. This
does not mean that you cut ties with your relatives, but it does mean that
you are now part of a spiritual family. Anyone who has a relationship with
Jesus Christ is your spiritual brother or sister. Believers within a church
family have the responsibility to teach, edify, and encourage one another.
Has Jesus taken a back seat to another relationship in your life? How are
you pursuing God’s will with other brothers and sisters in Christ?
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Day 43

Read Psalm 17
What does it say?

David asked God to give to his prayer, see what was right, and save him
by His hand.

What does it mean?

David was likely running from Saul again when he penned this prayer. He
used imagery of the human body to describe the actions of his enemy, his
own response, and his requests of the Lord. None of David’s companions
would have thought twice if he slandered Saul or tried to take revenge, but
David kept his integrity in tact because he was determined to follow God’s
Word. Although God’s personal likeness was a mystery to David, as it is to
everyone, he was confident that the Lord could hear his prayer, see what
was right, speak the truth, and save him by His hand.

How should I respond?

Since childhood we’ve been told time and again that two wrongs don’t
make a right, and most of us would agree that it’s true. Wen someone
has hurt us, however, it can momentarily feel good to get back at that
person. We can be guilty of taking things into our own hands rather than
trusting the hand of the Lord. We use our lips to cut them down instead of
following words that come from the mouth of God Himself. Who has hurt
you deeply? Look back over this prayer of David and pray it regarding that
situation. It’s possible to handle hurt with integrity when you wait on God
for vindication.
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Day 44

Read Psalm 18
What does it say?

The Lord heard when David called to Him in distress. He rewarded David’s
righteousness by sustaining him and enabling the defeat of his enemies.

What does it mean?

At long last, David was established as the king of Israel. The enemies who
had kept him in hiding were defeated, including Saul. But David didn’t just
move on to his next request, asking the Lord’s favor to rule his kingdom.
David stopped and wrote a song about God’ faithfulness. The new king of
Israel began his reign by publicly giving God the glory for his victory. He
started with the simplest but most deeply meaningful words, “I love you,
O Lord, my strength.” Then he continued for 50 verses about how God
had cared for, enabled, and avenged him – ending by confessing God’s
unfailing kindness.

How should I respond?

Like many of David’s pslams, we pray earnestly when the pressure and
pain are the greatest. Too often, though, we move on quickly as soon as
the Lord provides relief. What success had God given you in the last month
or week? It might be something huge in your world, or it could be a small
but significant victory. Did you make a point of telling someone else what
happened, and then give God praise for the outcome? God’s faithfulness
and goodness are worth celebrating. Follow David’s example and start by
simply telling the Lord how much you love Him today.
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Day 45

Read Mark 4:1-34
What does it say?

Jesus began to use parables to teach the crowds. Away from the crowds,
He explained the parables to His own disciples.

What does it mean?

Jesus used parables so the truths of God would be fully understood by
those who were sincerely listening. People who heard Jesus, but had
shallow or hard hearts, could not completely absorb the real message.
Genuine change cannot occur in anyone whose heart is filled with pride
or other sin. Those who allow Jesus’ teaching to saturate their hearts will
demonstrate the very truths His parables illustrate: spiritually fruitful lives
with hearts open to understand and share the truths of the kingdom of God.

How should I respond?

When you read God’s Word or listen to biblical teaching, how carefully
do you listen? If you go to church or read the Bible nonchalantly, you will
probably walk away changed. Instead, take time to pray and truly study
Scripture with an open heart. Rather than rushing through an entire book
of the Bible, try patiently meditating on a verse or passage that pricks at
your heart. Ask God to reveal its meaning by the teaching of the Holy Spirit.
Then submit to the Holy Spirit’s prompting to apply the truth to your life.
As you open the Bible this week, guard against having a hard, shallow, or
proud heart and listen with care.
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Day 46

Read Mark 4:35-5:43
What does it say?

Jesus calmed a storm, drove out demons, healed an outcast woman, and
raised a girl from the dead.

What does it mean?

The people in this passage were powerless against the forces that
attacked them: a storm, demons, disease, and death. Yet, they came to
Jesus because they knew that only He could command the natural and
supernatural and free them from hopeless situations. Jesus had the power
to deliver those who looked to Him for help because He was God in the
flesh. Each tragic circumstance was an opportunity to display His divine
power over His own creation. They might have been powerless, but Jesus
Christ – the Son of God – was not!

How should I respond?

What current situation has you feeling helpless or hopeless? Today’s
passage should bring you encouragement. Jesus is God, which means
He has authority over every force you may encounter. No circumstance is
beyond His power, but true faith requires trusting that He will answer your
cries for help in His timing and in His way. He can calm whatever storm
you’re experiencing, bring healing to your spirit and relationships, and give
unsurpassed peace. Take your desperate situation to Jesus in prayer right
now. Ask Him in faith to work powerfully on your behalf. Nothing in your life
is beyond Him.
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Day 47

Read Mark 6

What does it say?

Jesus went to his hometown, where he was rejected. Many speculated
about His identity. He fed a crowd with very little food and walked on water.

What does it mean?

Family and friends in Nazareth refused to believe the divine nature of
Jesus’ authority and wisdom. Herod Antipas feared that Jesus was John
the Baptist, returned from the grave to haunt him, while others who
doubted his divinity thought He was Elijah or another prophet. The disciples
had driven out demons in Jesus’ name and watched Him miraculously feed
thousands of people, but they still couldn’t comprehend that His identity
as God’s Son made anything possible. Fear, doubt, and unyielding hearts
affected what people thought about Jesus and determined their level of
faith.

How should I respond?

What causes you to have a lack of faith? Does fear blind you to what the
Lord can do? Has doubt crept in because a situation seems impossible?
Or have you developed a hard heart by forgetting what God has done for
you in the past? In order to experience the power of God in its fullness, we
must deliberately reject doubt and replace it with faith (James 1:6). Don’t
miss out on God’s miraculous work in your life because of wrong heart
attitudes that limit your faith. When fear and doubt creep in, spend time in
prayer, recalling and thanking God for what He has done. Remember that
all things are possible with God (Matthew 19:26).
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Day 48

Read Mark 7

What does it say?

Pharisees questioned Jesus about His disciples eating with unclean hands.
He cast a demon from a girl and healed a deaf man who also had a speech
impediment.

What does it mean?

Jesus publicly refuted the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, clearly explaining
the true intent of the Mosaic Law. This chapter also records how Jesus
dealt with confused disciples and hurting people in a different setting.
His conversations with the disciples and the woman imparted truth and
healing in private. On still a more intimate level, Jesus took the deaf, speechimpaired man to a place where they could be alone. The healing that Jesus
provided was not for show or for the crowd to see. Jesus dealt with the
man one-on-one. The Creator revealed Hs power over creation – to heal
and restore completely.

How should I respond?

You were created to have a one-on-one relationship with God. Becoming
what He created you to be starts by coming to Jesus for salvation
(Ephesians 2). Listening to wise, biblical teaching helps you recognize
erroneous beliefs. Also, discipleship in a smaller group helps to clear
up confusion and gives a fuller understanding about God’s truth. Your
intimacy with the Lord will grow as you seek wisdom through prayer and
study Scripture privately. God wants to have an intimate, individual relationship with each one of His unique children. What’s holding you back
from surrendering to Him fully today?

www.freedombaptistchurch.com

Day 49

Read Mark 8

What does it say?

Jesus fed four thousand men and healed a blind man – first partially, then
fully.

What does it mean?

Mark is the only Gospel to record the two-stage healing of the blind man
of Bethsaida. The first time that Jesus spit on his eyes, the man could
see partially, but not clearly. Then Jesus touched his eyes again, and
immediately the man could see everything perfectly, his eyesight fully
restored. This does not mean that Jesus’ power was weaker or even that
the man’s blindness was too severe to be healed right away. It is possible,
though, that the partial healing gave the man more faith to know that Jesus
could restore his eyesight completely, providing total healing.

How should I respond?

Do you wonder why some people recover quickly from a disease or an
addiction while others struggle for a long time? God deals with us as
individuals, and while it is amazing to experience or witness instantaneous
healing, it is no less of a miracle when recovery takes place over time.
How have you seen God grow your faith through a long, difficult struggle?
Instant relief or immediate healing might have resulted in shallow faith – for
you and the people watching God work in your life. God’s strength is made
known in weakness. He works just as effectively in growing our faith and
patience in stages as He does in the instant miracle.
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Day 50

Read Psalm 19
What does it say?

God’s creation reveals who He is, and His commands reward those who
follow them. His discernment exposes sin so that one can be blameless
and pleasing in His sight.

What does it mean?

This psalm reveals why David followed the Lord. He started with a correct
view of God as the One who created everything, while neighboring nations
worshiped various elements of creation. David also saw the immediate
benefits of following God’s Law. Years of living on the run from Saul taught
him that obedience to the Lord brought more satisfaction than wealth or
splendor of a palace. Finally, David enjoyed a close relationship with the
Lord. He recognized that he was blind to faults that only God could reveal
to Him. Regular reflection of God’s Word shone a light into dark places of
his heart, making him aware of anything that would displease the Lord.

How should I respond?

We talk a lot about how God reveals Himself in Scripture. Why is this
so important? A correct view of God is necessary in order to have a
correct view of yourself. For instance, acknowledging God as the all-powerful
Creator helps us recognize his authority to expect our complete obedience
to His ways. What beliefs about the Lord have you encountered lately?
What Scriptures affirm or contradict those beliefs? If you start each day
studying God’s Word and glorifying His name in prayer, your thoughts and
actions throughout the day are more likely to please Him first and foremost.
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Day 51

Read Psalm 20 & 21
What does it say?

Israel prayed for their army to succeed. David then rejoiced in the victories,
blessings, presence, and love of the Lord as He sang praise to God for
giving them strength.

What does it mean?

Before David led his army into battle, he led them in prayer. His words
demonstrate how he approached a physical battle in the spiritual realm. He
wisely acknowledged that the banners flying before Israel’s armies didn’t
represent his own greatness, but that of their God. Their advantage in
battle was directly connected with the name of the Lord, not the number
of horses or chariots that went out. David’s faith was rewarded with God’s
protecting presence, and the Lord was exalted, both in Israel and among
their enemies.

How should I respond?

Life’s challenges are similar to battles. At times you may feel that you’re
fighting battles on multiple fronts. As followers of Christ, we naturally think
that God should be on our side, helping us to succeed. The real question,
however, is whether or not we are on His side. If you want your plans
to succeed then align your heart’s desire to God’s will. He will always
support those who trust in His name and stand firm on His Word. The other
consideration is whether you’re fighting the battle solely by physical means.
Think about a current or recent challenge. Did you stop to pray? Were
you more concerned about how the issue affected you or how God could
be honored through it? Before attacking the next problem, remember that
winning the battle starts by getting on your knees.
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Day 52

Read Mark 9

What does it say?

Three disciples witnessed Jesus’ transfiguration. When they returned,
Jesus cast out a demon and taught about His death and resurrection and
the seriousness of sin.

What does it mean?

When Jesus appeared in glory with Moses and Elijah on the mountaintop,
Peter offered to build shelters so they could all stay there close to the
glorified Messiah. But the Father interrupted Peter’s suggestion,
commanding that they listen to His beloved Son. Jesus wasn’t going to
stay on the mountaintop for long: He was headed down into the valley
where the man and his demon-possessed boy were in desperate need
of Jesus’ healing. Time alone with Jesus gave those disciples a glimpse
of His glory, but as Jesus taught and ministered in the valley, faith and
understanding grew.

How should I respond?

The Christian life is a series of mountaintops and valleys – spiritual high
points followed by tiring and sometimes troubling days. When you’re on
a spiritual mountaintop, you might be tempted to just stay put, where
everything seems glorious. Time alone with the Lord give you a greater
glimpse of His character and purpose, but to be a true disciple of Christ
you may also follow Jesus where He leads. Mountaintop experiences can
strengthen your resolve to go out where others need you to minister to
them in the name of Jesus. Day-to-day life is where your faith is built and
proven true.

www.freedombaptistchurch.com

Day 53

Read Mark 10
What does it say?

Jesus taught about divorce and lovingly welcomed some children. He
conversed with a rich man about eternal life and explained servant
leadership to His disciples.

What does it mean?

When the people in this passage came to Jesus with questions, He
challenged their thinking. To the Pharisees, who tested him regarding
marriage, Jesus clearly explained that God intended marriage to be a
lifelong covenant relationship. In answering the rich man’s question,
Jesus pointed out that getting to Heaven was not about doing good deeds,
but about surrendering his heart to God. He explained to the ambitious
disciples that to be truly great, one must be a servant. In contrast to the
religious and the influential, children came to Jesus with open hearts full of
genuine trust, and blind Bartimaeus in humility asking only for His mercy.

How should I respond?

God wants us to bring our questions and requests to Him, knowing that
all we ask will be fulfilled if it is according to His will and honors Him. Be
prepared, though, for the Lord to challenge your thinking. Too often we
approach God with greedy intentions or an unteachable spirit when He
wants to delve below the surface and change our hearts. If you go to God
instead with a surrendered heart, in awe of His grace and mercy, you can
trust that He will provide all that you need and cause your faith to increase.
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Day 54

Read Mark 11
What does it say?

After the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, Jesus overturned the tables in
the temple. He taught the disciples about prayer and was challenged by
the high council.

What does it mean?

Jesus had predicted His death and resurrection a few times before the
events of this passage. He knew what the disciples needed to learn
before His departure, and one of those lessons was about effective prayer.
After the disciples were amazed at the withering of the fig tree in one day,
Jesus explained that they would be capable of doing things that were
impossible from a human standpoint if they would pray with faith, trusting and
depending on God. Believing God and forgiving others would clear the way
for God’s power to be released in their lives.

How should I respond?

Have you prayed for something, and it seemed that God was silent? It’s
true that sometimes God answers “No” or “Wait,” but the effectiveness of
our prayers can be hindered by wrong attitudes. Effective prayer seeks
God’s will before our own. That kind of prayer requires that we graciously
forgive those who’ve wronged us, deciding not to harbor anger or seek
revenge against them. It requires trust in God, removing doubts concerning
how He will handle the situation. Effective prayer requires a heart of faith.
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Day 55

Read Mark 12
What does it say?

Jesus taught the parable of the evil tenant farmers. He was questioned
about taxes, marriage in the afterlife, and the greatest commandment.

What does it mean?

Jewish teachings were based on the Torah with its 613 separate
commandments. The leaders often debated which was the most
important. One man, probably a scribe, posed that very question to Jesus,
who answered by summing up all of them with only two commands: to love
God with every part of you and to love your neighbor as yourself. The man
may have been trying to trap Jesus, but instead what he received was
unparalleled wisdom. This man began to understand that love is of the
utmost importance in the kingdom of God, not focusing on any one law in
the Torah.

How should I respond?

The Bible is full of God’s commands and warnings, but obedience to
Scripture should flow out of love for Jesus rather than a need for
recognition. Regardless of how much knowledge you gain about God, and
no matter how many good deeds you do, or how much you give to others,
God still sees and knows your heart completely. How does your love for
Him compare with the description in today’s passage? In what ways does
that love spill over onto the people in your life? God’s love will never fail us;
our love for Him should be paramount.

www.freedombaptistchurch.com

Day 56

Read Mark 13
What does it say?

Jesus predicted the destruction of the temple. He gave instructions for the
time leading up to the Tribulation and taught the Son of Man would come
again after that period.

What does it mean?

Jesus’ teaching regarding signs of the end times wasn’t meant to
satisfy his disciples’ curiosity or to help them predict events. He didn’t
want them to be discouraged or worried, even when difficulties and
persecution came. Instead, they could be encouraged that their coming trials
would bring opportunities for them to share His gospel with the hope of His
glorious return. Jesus’ followers were not to sit around waiting or debating
the exact date and time of His arrival in the clouds; they were to be busy
showing His love to the world and testifying that Jesus is Christ.

How should I respond?

Prophecy of end times is part of the Bible, so it’s important that we study
the prophetic passages to know what God has given us in His Word. God
did not intend for us to use the information to scare people into going to
church. The signs were not given for the purpose of trying to calculate the
exact date of His return. He intended that we would use our days loving
others in His name, so that they might see Jesus in us and come to Him
for salvation before He returns. The earth is not a waiting room where we
sit and rest until Jesus comes again. Being ready at all times to share the
gospel keeps you alert and ready for Jesus’ return.
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Day 57

Read Psalm 22
What does it say?

David cried to the Lord for deliverance from evil men and praised Him
for listening. Future generations would worship the Lord and proclaim His
righteousness.

What does it mean?

Psalm 22 is the first of three “Shepherd Psalms” that describe the
earthly ministry of Jesus. While praying about his own suffering, David
Prophetically described the crucifixion, resurrection, and the future reign of
Christ. The fulfillment of the prophecy in verse 18 by Romans soldiers is of
particular interest as it is quoted in all four Gospels (Matthew 27:35; Mark
15:24; Luke 23:34; John 19:23-24). The last five verses have been fulfilled,
are being fulfilled, and will yet be fulfilled, as each generation needs to
hear that the Good Shepherd gave His life for His sheep (John 10:11).

How should I respond?

As you read this passage, did you consider how you’ve already been
part of fulfilling its prophecy? At one point you were part of the “future
generations (who were) told about the Lord.” How have you responded to
the news that the Good Shepherd gave His life for you? If you’ve chosen
to follow Him, then your part in this prophetic passage continues in verse
31, “declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be born,”. It’s the
responsibility of every generation of believers to tell the story of Jesus to
the next generation. How will you intentionally proclaim the Lord’s name
today?
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Day 58

Read Psalm 23
What does it say?

David described the Lord as his Shepherd and anticipated dwelling in the
house of the Lord forever.

What does it mean?

It’s interesting that David, a shepherd, wrote this psalm from the
perspective of a sheep. Years of watching flocks had demonstrated how
much he was like the dim-witted animals he cared for. Sheep have a
tendency to wander. A shepherd uses his rod and staff to protect his
sheep from wild animals but also to pull them back when they wander into
danger. Sheep are also followers, which is good as long as they listen for
the voice of their shepherd. He leads them to food and water, safe places
to rest, and through deep valleys. David didn’t exclude the dark times from
the Lord’s love and goodness; it was then that he stopped talking about
the Lord and began talking to Him. As part of the Lord’s flock, David was
provided with satisfaction, direction, and protection.

How should I respond?

The well-known passage foreshadows Jesus Christ as the Good
Shepherd (John 10:11-15). It also reiterates how much we have in common
with the characteristics of sheep. Are you following or wandering? Is He
currently leading you into a time of rest or through a deep, dark valley? The
Good Shepherd will provide you with satisfaction, direction, and protection;
but you can’t look to the Lord as your Shepherd unless you’ve surrendered
to Him as your Savior. Jesus will never lead you through a place where
He cannot care for you. Remember, the valley is not the destination – it’s
temporary. He’s ultimately leading you to dwell with Him forever. Keep
listening to His voice…keep following.
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Day 59

Read Mark 14:1-52
What does it say?

A woman poured expensive perfume on Jesus as an act of worship. At
the Passover meal, Jesus predicted His betrayal. Later, He prayed and
submitted to the Father’s will.

What does it mean?

The woman in Bethany didn’t hesitate to give generously in honor of the
Lord Jesus. In contrast, Judas seems to give little or no thought to his
betrayal, even after following Jesus and listening to His teaching for three
years. The actors of each person reflected what was happening in their
hearts. The woman acted out of adoration for Christ, while Judas was
overtaken by greed. Her actions are remembered as a beautiful picture of
sacrificial worship poured on the One who would pay the price for her sin
and for the sin of the world – the Lord Jesus Christ.

How should I respond?

You can’t keep what’s in your heard hidden for long; your inmost desires
will show up in how you live. For instance, if your desire is to accumulate
wealth, you may let greed determine your actions. But if your priority is to
honor Christ, you’ll surrender your will to Him and sacrifice in ways that
may not make sense to others. It might mean giving sacrificially to a friend
in need or feely forgiving an enemy. Ask God to reveal ways that you can
draw closer to Him today and then show the resulting adoration for Him by
being obedient to what He reveals.
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Day 60

Read Mark 14:53-15:32
What does it say?

Jesus was tried by the Jewish leaders and taken to Pilate, who ordered
Jesus to be crucified. Throughout His trials and the Cross, Jesus was
wholly submitted to God’s will.

What does it mean?

The Jewish council searched relentlessly to find evidence that would
convict Jesus of a capital crime. Their court system required testimony
confirmed by two witnesses – a requirement they ignored because of
their hatred for Jesus. The council members broke their own rules to
declare Him guilty and condemn Him to death. Although Pilate, the Roman
governor, felt that Jesus was innocent, he succumbed to political pressure from
the Jewish people, influenced by their religious leaders who had conspired
to have Jesus crucified.

How should I respond?

The fact the Jesus was found guilty and sentenced to death is the most
tragic injustice in history. No other event exposes the depth of man’s sin,
yet reveals the splendor of our Lord’s love. Reading the account of His trial
and suffering should have a profound effect on believers. He was innocent,
yet He willingly endured such horrific treatment so we could be justified
and blameless in God’s eyes. Think about the injustice that the Son
endured to fulfill the Father’s plan to pay the penalty for your sin. How will
your life today demonstrate gratitude for the price that Jesus willingly paid?

www.freedombaptistchurch.com

Day 61

Read Mark 15:33-16:20
What does it say?

Jesus died on the Cross and was buried in a tomb that was sealed with
a large stone. Three days later, the women who went to the tomb found it
open and empty.

What does it mean?

When Jesus cried out just before His death, some thought He was calling Elijah for help. However, He was calling out the first words of Psalm
22, which depict the suffering of the Messiah. Jesus’ followers didn’t
understand that He was going to die and rise again, so they went into
mourning, grieving as if Jesus would be gone forever. The situation seems
so hopeless that they didn’t believe reports that He had been raised
from the dead. But despair gave way to victory when Jesus appeared to
them in resurrected form. Their commission was to share the hope of His
resurrection with the world.

How should I respond?

Has someone or something caused you to lose hope – maybe dealing with
a difficult person or a tragic situation? Rekindle your faith with the account
of Christ’s resurrection. Because Jesus overcame death, so have we have
His followers. The power that conquered death and paid the price for your
sin lives within each believer. No situation is ever hopeless when Jesus is
the Lord of your life. Take a moment to reconsider how God can still be
glorified in the situation you’re facing. He may yet do something that you
could never fathom…something powerful!
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Day 62

Read Luke 1

What does it say?

Luke wrote the Gospel account so the truth would be known, Gabriel, an
angel sent by God, announced the coming births of John and Jesus.

What does it mean?

Gabriel’s birth announcements brought about a question from each of
the recipients. Zachariah’s request for a sign revealed the doubt that was
hidden within his heart, and he was disciplined accordingly. However,
Mary’s question was not one of doubt, but one of wonder. She didn’t ask
for proof, but was curious as to how this could be since she was a virgin.
Her faith in God never wavered, and she humbly submitted herself to His
will. Joy filled Elizabeth, Mary, and Zechariah for the salvation that would
come through Mary’s holy Child, the promised Messiah. They gave all
praise to God.

How should I respond?

God has revealed His message to us through Scripture. What is your first
impulse when the Lord speaks to you through His Word concerning your
life? Do you believe what He says, or do you have doubts and question
God Almighty? Remember, all things are possible with God (Mark 10:27).
“All may only be a three-letter word, but it includes everything. What is
hindering you from fully surrendering yourself to the service He has in
store for you? Ask the Lord to give you a willing and obedient heart, and
then praise Him for the work He will accomplish through you.

www.freedombaptistchurch.com

Day 63

Read Luke 2

What does it say?

In Bethlehem, Mary gave birth to Jesus; an angel announced to shepherds
that a Savior, Christ the Lord, had been born. Jesus grew and matured in
the grace of God.

What does it mean?

The birth of Jesus fulfilled the prophecy of a coming Messiah for Jews and
Gentiles alike. Through the Holy Spirit, Simeon and Anna knew that this
baby was the one bringing salvation to mankind. Simeon prophesied that
Mary’s son would judge those who rejected Him, but would save those
who accepted Him as the Christ. Luke also emphasized the deity of Christ
in the incident as the temple when Jesus was twelve years old. The first
recorded words of Jesus reveal His life’s calling and mission: to carry out
His “father’s business.” His identity as God’s Son was clearly expressed.

How should I respond?

As a follower of Jesus, your identity is found in Him. It’s at the core of being
called a Christian. That also means that God is your heavenly Father and
has called you to live according to His will, just as Jesus did. How are you
pursuing an intimate relationship with the Father? Do you have a desire to
be in church and around His people? The baby in the manger and the child
in the temple is the Christ who purchased salvation so you could have a
relationship with God the Father. Don’t be content with just skimming the
surface of all He offers – identify with Him and grow (2 Peter 3:18).
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Day 64

Read Psalm 24
What does it say?

The earth belongs to the Lord. Only those who seek Him may stand in His
holy place to receive His blessing. The ancient gates and doors prepare
for the King of glory to enter.

What does it mean?

This psalm was sung in the temple on the first day of the week. It likely
commemorated David’s return of the ark of God to Jerusalem from the
Philistines (2 Samuel 6:12-19). The prophetic nature of this psalm also
refers to Christ, who ascended to Heaven as the King of glory. In His
humanity, Jesus never sinned outwardly or inwardly. As the sinless Son
of God, He is the only one who can stand in the holy presence of God
the Father. Christ is also the Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4), who will make
yet another entrance into glory with all who have been made righteous by
placing faith in Him for salvation.

How should I respond?

Believers through the ages have sung songs about the glories of
Heaven. As beautiful as it will be to behold, nothing matches the aweinspiring wonder that we will live – forgiven and righteous – in the physical
presence of the Lord Almighty. Our only right to enter Heaven is based
on the righteousness of Jesus Christ, the King of glory. Dedicate a few
minutes right now to a prayer of praise and thanksgiving. Praise the Lord
for His names and attributes revealed in Psalm 24. Then thank Him for the
eternal blessings you have through Christ (forgiveness, righteousness, a
future in Heaven, etc.)
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Day 65

Read Psalms 25 & 26
What does it say?

David kept his trust and hope fixed continually on the Lord when his
troubles and enemies increased.

What does it mean?

The dismal events that prompted David to write each of these psalms
appear to be the treachery of his son Absalom (Psalm 25) and a famine
or plague (Psalm 26). David’s requests of God and the conclusions he
reached pertaining to his problems reveal an upright life, a trusting faith,
and a loving, faithful Lord. Although he did ask God for vindication, the
majority of these prayers focus on David’s desire to remain clean before
the Lord while waiting on Him to act. He was able to openly praise the Lord
and stand on sturdy ground despite his circumstances, because he had
first asked God, “Show me your ways, teach me your paths, and guide me
in truth.”

How should I respond?

How do you pray when problems enter your life because someone else
has sinned? How about when nature causes a difficult that goes beyond
anyone’s control? As challenges arise this week, pray first about your
personal response to the issue. Ask God to show you His ways, teach
you His paths, and guide you in truth – before you focus your energies
and emotions toward the person or the problem. The realities of life mean
that another challenge is usually on the horizon once our current issue is
resolved. The thing that remains constant is our need for God’s guidance
and direction. This week, what will your prayer life reveal about your life,
your faith, and your Lord?
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Day 66

Read Luke 3

What does it say?

John prepared the way for the Messiah and baptized Jesus.

What does it mean?

John preached repentance – turning from sin and choosing to live by God’s
Word – to prepare the people for the Messiah. John’s baptism of Jesus was
a defining moment and officially marked the beginning of Christ’s earthly
ministry. The sinless Son of Man had nothing of which to repent. Still, He
humbly submitted to baptism in obedience to His Father, identifying with
those He came to save from sin. Jesus’ prayer showed His dependence
upon the Father, who then displayed His approval by opening the heavens
in divine revelation. As the Holy Spirit anointed Jesus, the Father’s voice
affirmed that this was indeed His beloved Son in whom He delighted. The
Messiah had come!

How should I respond?

Prayer is essential in our relationship with the heavenly Father. The
example Jesus always set in prayer was one of complete submission to
His Father’s will. As you pray and submit to God, He will empower you with
His Spirit and give you the grace needed to live for Him. Do you prayerfully
depend upon God to meet your needs each day according to His will, or
do you come to Him only when all else fails? How will you make Jesus’
example a priority today?
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Day 67

Read Luke 4

What does it say?

Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness. Although rejected in Nazareth,
Christ was accepted throughout Galilee, healed many, and preached the
kingdom of God.

What does it mean?

The temptation of Christ was Satan’s attempts to cause Jesus to disobey
His Father’s will be stepping out of His humble sate and using divine
power for Himself. Jesus didn’t converse with Satan, but used the truth of
Scripture from the book of Deuteronomy to counter each temptation
presented by the devil Through the entire ordeal, Jesus displayed complete
trust in the love, plan, and perfect timing of His Father. Christ victoriously
overcame temptation through the power of the Holy Spirit and Scripture.
He proved His deity by remaining perfectly obedient to His Father’s will.

How should I respond?

How do you handle temptation? Jesus, our perfect example, clearly
modeled the course of action we are to take. The Bible is our “sword
of the Spirit” in Ephesians 6:17. In order to keep your sword sharp, you
must know what the Word of God says, believe that it is true, and obey it
diligently. Are you hiding God’s Word in your heart by spending time
reading the Bible, and meditating on it daily? To what truth of Scripture do
you need to be more fully committed to live in obedience? By sharpening
your sword, the Holy Spirit will empower you, bringing God’s Word to
remembrance in times of temptation.
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Day 68

Read Luke 5

What does it say?

Jesus called His first disciples, cleansed a leper, forgave and healed a
paralytic, associated with sinners, and responded to the confrontations of
the Pharisees.

What does it mean?

Jesus mercifully embraced those who came to Him, including the men
He called as disciples. Peter not only recognized his own sinfulness but
was commissioned by Jesus to do the same for other men. Even though
crowds surrounded Him, Jesus ministered individually to each penitent
person. His touch restored the untouchable leper to society, and His words
spiritually and physically healed the paralytic. Jesus revealed Himself
as God, the compassionate Great Physician, forever changing lives and
eternal destinies!

How should I respond?

We are surrounded every day by souls that are desperate for the lifechanging touch of the Lord Jesus Christ. Telling people about Jesus gives
them the opportunity to repent and receive forgiveness of their sins. Do
you know a social outcast who needs the love of Jesus? Then let it flow
through you. Maybe you know someone like the crippled man who cannot
get to church without help. Will you compassionately share your resource
and offer assistance? By embracing others as Jesus did, you can help
them find spiritual healing. If you answered the call of Christ, you too are
now a fisher of men.
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Day 69

Read Luke 6

What does it say?

Jesus declared Himself to be Lord of the Sabbath. After an entire night of
prayer, Jesus chose His 12 apostles and then preached the Sermon on
the Mount.

What does it mean?

Jesus taught His disciples that demonstrating godly attitudes and
characteristics would distinguish them as children of the Most High God.
He was calling them to have a heart like His. That kind of heart shows
unconditional love and blessing toward others, including enemies. His
followers should be merciful, gracious, generous, and forgiving, not
judging or condemning. A life built on the solid foundation of Jesus Christ
will not only demonstrate His character but will remain unshaken and have
eternal value.

How should I respond?

Demonstrating godly attitudes toward others does not come naturally. The
character traits of Christ have to be manifested in your heart by the Holy
Spirit; you can’t simply imitate Jesus on a consistent basis. What attitudes
are prejudices may be hindering you from having a Christ-like attitude?
As you pray, ask the Lord to rid your heart of every hinderance and to
empower you with His Spirit so you will be able to respond to others and
glorify the heavenly Father as Jesus did. A life built on anything else will
have no eternal value.
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Day 70

Read Luke 7

What does it say?

Jesus healed a servant, raised a widow’s only son from the dead, and
gave John assurance that He is the Messiah. Jesus dealt with a sinful
woman and a Pharisee.

What does it mean?

Jesus used a parable about two debtors to reach a spiritual truth; great
love is rooted in great forgiveness. The sinful woman who washed Jesus’
feet recognized that her sin debt could never be repaid. Her lavish display
of love for Jesus is evidence of her repentant heart. The woman’s faith
resulted in Jesus’ forgiveness and her salvation. Simon the Pharisee was
no less sinful in God’s eyes, but his self-righteousness blinded him to
his own need for forgiveness of sin. Simon demonstrated little love for
Jesus because he had no appreciation for His transforming power and
forgiveness.

How should I respond?

Have you truly realized the magnitude of being saved by God’s grace
through faith? At the moment you repented and received God’s
forgiveness, Jesus paid your sin debt in full. Even though forgiveness is
not visible, there is no mistaking the joy and peace that it brings. Your life
can serve as a testimony to the salvation and transformation available
through the Lord Jesus Christ. How will you express gratitude and love for
your Savior today? Confidently, let others see the difference He has made
in your life and what He can do for them.
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Day 71

Read Psalm 27 & 28
What does it say?

David sought God’s face, asked Him not to be silent any longer, and then
waited. He was unafraid because he trusted God as his light, salvation,
shield, and stronghold.

What does it mean?

David spent many years in jeopardy of losing his life from multiple
enemies, including his own family. The fear of living with such continual
danger must have been debilitating at times. When life seemed like an
endless night, David sought the face and voice of his heavenly Father.
God dissipated David’s fears by shedding light in the darkness and giving
David the strength to wait. No matter where he was hiding out, David’s
place of safety and confidence was in the presence of the Lord, his Rock
and fortress.

How should I respond?

Children who are afraid of the dark find comfort in the middle of the night
by running to their parent’s bed. The face and voice of the ones who love
them the most will usually drive away their fear. What causes you to be
afraid? To whom do you run when the darkness seems endless? The
presence of God the Father is never more than a whisper away. His voice
can be clearly heard from the pages of Scripture, and His comforting
presence can be realized as you pray. God will be your light, strength,
shield, help, and fortress no matter what situation you face today. Will you
turn to Him with your fear right now?
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Day 72

Read Psalm 29
What does it say?

Give the Lord the glory His name deserves and worship in the splendor of
His holiness. He is enthroned forever as King, giving His people strength
and peace.

What does it mean?

David must have written the psalm after watching a powerful thunderstorm
roll in from sea. The thunder and lightning displayed the majesty of God,
causing David to stop and worship the Creator in the midst of the storm’s
devastation. He was left with a sense of awe when the wind and rain finally
ceased. The same God who ruled over the great flood in the days of Noah
created this storm. David found peace amidst the storms in his own life and
strength to serve the God who ruled over it all.

How should I respond?

We’re presented with countless reasons to praise and worship God
throughout the day. His power and majesty are evident in so many
aspects of His creation, giving us living illustrations of how He works in our
daily lives – just as David saw in the storm. What view of God’s creation
do you have from your home, office, or school window today? For what
elements of His character does it remind you to give Him praise? We can
find comfort, strength, and peace knowing that we serve the same God
who created and rules over the wonders of the natural world. How will you
worship the King today?
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Day 73

Read Luke 8

What does it say?

Jesus taught the kingdom of Heaven by using parables. The miracles
Jesus performed showed His power over nature, demons, sickness, and
death.

What does it mean?

In the parable of the soils, illustrated four possible responses to the Word
of God. Only the hearer whose heart understands and receives the Word
will produce spiritual fruit, providing evidence of spiritual life. The parable
of the lamp illustrates that truth is meant to be proclaimed, not concealed.
Those who know the truth of God have an obligation to illuminate others
with the knowledge of Jesus Christ. Jesus cautioned His disciples to listen
carefully to what He taught them. God gives more spiritual truth to those
who believe, but the devil steals truth from the minds of those who do not.

How should I respond?

How attentively are you really listening to what God wants you to hear?
Through His Word, God speaks to us and reveals spiritual truth; but we
have to listen carefully to what He says. In order to receive more truth and
continue growing spiritually, you must diligently apply what He has already
shown you. God will give you the grace needed to discern and understand
truth as you read (hear) and meditate (listen to) His Word. The light of
Christ will shine through you as you daily live out what you learn. How
earnestly are you putting into practice the truth that God is teaching you
through Scripture?
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Day 74

Read Luke 9

What does it say?

Jesus sent His apostles to preach and heal. Peter affirmed Jesus as “The
Christ of God.” Peter, James, and John witnessed His glory.

What does it mean?

The message of the kingdom of God was of utmost importance, and Jesus’
disciples had to abandon all else in order to follow Him wholeheartedly. In
His personal encounter with three want-to-be disciples, Jesus clarified the
level of commitment that was necessary. He knew each man’s heart and
understood each struggle. Jesus addressed the costs of discipleship: the
willingness to sacrifice all one has, to deny oneself of any hindrance, and
to persevere without looking back. Following Jesus requires self-denial
and total devotion.

How should I respond?

How willing are you to give up everything for the cause of Christ? God
may never ask you to do so, but He knows how willing you are to follow
Him at any cost. Choosing to live for Him rather than for yourself means
denying your own desires. As you mature spiritually, you begin to desire
His will more and more. Once your heart is undivided, He is able to work
through you to accomplish His will. What might you have allowed to take
priority over your commitment to Christ? Ask the Lord to enable you to fully
embrace His lordship. Only by coming to the end of yourself, can you truly
say, “Not, I but Christ.”
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Day 75

Read Luke 10
What does it say?

Jesus commissioned 72 disciples to prepare the way for His message of
the kingdom. He responded to a lawyer’s question by telling the parable of
the Good Samaritan.

What does it mean?

Jesus chose to direct the lawyer to Old Testament law when he asked
about inheriting eternal life. As the lawyer recited the two greatest
commandments, he realized he could not fulfill the law, so he tried to
justify himself by limiting it. The parable of the Good Samaritan
emphasized being a neighbor by showing unconditional love. Commanding
the lawyer to do likewise placed an unattainable demand upon him. Since
fulfilling the law was impossible, his only salvation would be in recognizing
his hopeless condition and casting himself on the mercy of God. Only then
would he inherit eternal life.

How should I respond?

As Christ followers, we are called to love others with the same intensity
that we love ourselves – not in the hope of getting something in return
– but because of the mercy and grace we have received from God. Your
opportunity to be a neighbor arises any time you encounter anyone
in need. By helping someone else, you are putting God’s love into
action. Through your kindness, that person may come to recognize his
or her most crucial need – salvation through Jesus Christ. How willing
are you to share God’s love with someone in need? To who can you be a
compassionate neighbor today?

www.freedombaptistchurch.com

Day 76

Read Luke 11
What does it say?

Jesus taught His disciples to pray and used two parables to instruct them
about prayer. He condemned the hypocrisy and teachings of the Pharisees
and scribes.

What does it mean?

Jesus modeled a prayer that was simple yet profound. Its pattern showed
the importance of first worshiping the Father (because He is holy) and then
praying according to God’s will. Asking for daily provisions, confessing sin
in order to maintain fellowship with the Father, and depending upon God in
order to live righteously are God-honoring petitions. Jesus taught that God
answers persistent prayer: therefore, He encouraged His followers to ask,
seek, and knock, promising that the Father would respond by giving only
what is best to His children.

How should I respond?

What a privilege we have as Christ followers to intimately commune
with our heavenly Father through prayer. By praising His name and
honoring His will, we are glorifying God and preparing ourselves to make
requests that properly align with His divine plan. As you pray persistently in
accordance with His will, your requests will be answered and His Name
glorified. Prayer will enable you to yield yourself to His purposes; and,
as a result, you will experience God’s goodness. How willing are you to
discipline yourself to depend daily upon God and allow Him to accomplish
His will through you?
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Day 77

Read Luke 12
What does it say?

Jesus taught about hypocrisy, greed, and worry. He spoke of His mission
and emphasized being ready for His return and remaining faithful until that
time.

What does it mean?

Jesus commanded His disciples to be ready for His return, which will occur
at an unexpected time. He explained how to do this through the use of
metaphors. By telling them to “dress in readiness” and to keep their lamps
lit, He was saying to be prepared to move quickly and to be living in His
light, not in spiritual darkness. Jesus’ picture of His followers as servants
waiting for a master’s return showed the immediate response needed upon
His arrival regardless of the hour.

How should I respond?

Followers of Christ should live each day as if it might be the day of His
return. Are you eagerly watching with anticipation for this event, or are
you somewhat apprehensive due to not feeling as prepared as you
out to be? The book of Revelation ends with Jesus telling us that He is
coming quickly. So what can you do today to better prepare yourself for the
imminent return of your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? Worship God in
Spirit and truth, seek His spiritual kingdom, obey His Word, and serve the
Lord faithfully. The result will be a godly, prepared life.

www.freedombaptistchurch.com

Day 78

Read Psalm 30
What does it say?

God helped David when he called for help. His weeping was turned to
dancing, and his mourning was turned to joy so that he could sing God’s
praise and give thanks forever.

What does it mean?

Evidently, David had experienced God’s discipline in the form of a
serious physical illness, perhaps after his sin of numbering the people
(1 Chronicles 21) – although we can’t be certain. When David humbly
asked for mercy, the Lord forgave him and restored his health. The effect
of being forgiven was the polar opposite of allowing sin to remain in his
life; crying was replaced with joy, and mourning turned to songs of praise.
David could not be silent about God’s mercy and faithfulness.

How should I respond?

Too many times we miss opportunities to be a witness of God’s goodness
because doing so would mean revealing something from our past that’s
painful or embarrassing. Think about a time when God’s faithfulness was
evident during a dark period of your life. Maybe it was an unsuccessful
business venture, the loss of a child, or a moral failure. How did you see
Him working in your circumstances and in your heart? It’s good to praise
God privately, but sometimes He wants us to talk openly about how He has
worked in our lives. Stop right now and praise God for what He has done
for you, and then look for an opportunity to tell someone else. Will you
break your silence today?
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Day 79

Read Psalm 31
What does it say?

David called on God for guidance and mercy while praising God’s
goodness and unfailing love.

What does it mean?

The psalm vacillates between David’s expressions of grief and praise. The
causes of his anguish varied from affliction to his body, conspiracy against
his life, and the betrayal of his friends. With reason for concern in so many
areas of life, David was bombarded with emotion. However, David’s trust
in the Lord overshadowed the temporary concerns of his life. When David
submitted his feelings to his faithful God, he once again felt hope.

How should I respond?

At some point you may have used the expression, “When it rains, it pours”
to describe the multiple causes of stress and grief in your life. When one
challenge after another keeps rolling in, your emotions can get frayed,
and your temper may grow short. While God created us with emotions. He
never meant for our emotions to control us. What feelings do you need to
submit to the Lord right now – worry, anger, fear, jealousy? Putting your
trust in the Lord to help you in each situation will get you off an emotional
roller coaster and keep you grounded in hope.
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Day 80

Read Luke 13
What does it say?

Jesus called people to repent, taught about the kingdom of God, and
explained the only way to enter the kingdom. He mourned over
Jerusalem’s desolate condition.

What does it mean?

Jesus made it perfectly clear that only those who “strive to enter in at
the strait gate” will be in His kingdom. “Striving” consists of repenting and
believing Jesus’ message by trusting in and receiving Him. Christ Himself
will close the door when the time of grace has ended. Those who are
relying upon anything other than a true relationship with Him will be denied
entrance and will spend eternity in great torment. The invitation to God’s
kingdom is open to all; the only way is through the “narrow door” which is
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the time to enter is limited.

How should I respond?

The greatest need any person has is salvation, and that is only
possible through the “strait gate” Jesus provided by His death, burial, and
resurrection. You enter into salvation and become a citizen of
Heaven when your heart is broken over your sin to the point of true
repentance. Then, by grace through faith, you begin an eternal relationship
with the Lord Jesus. Self-righteousness, good works, and religion – among
numerous other things – will never earn you salvation. Have you become a
kingdom citizen? Who among your family and friends needs to be set free
from sin’s deception?
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Day 81

Read Luke 14
What does it say?

Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath and taught about humility and the
kingdom of God. He warned the crowd of the high cost of discipleship.

What does it mean?

Jesus’ parable to the host of guests at the dinner revealed a great
spiritual truth about His message. He taught that only those who humble
themselves by following Him would have a place in the kingdom of God.
There is not room for pride or self-promotion. God will lift up those who
come to Him in true humility. Embracing those who cannot reciprocate is
evidence of a humble heart; such selfless acts of generosity demonstrate
true righteousness, which God will reward. Exalting oneself leads to
humiliation, but humility results in being exalted by God.

How should I respond?

Jesus Christ modeled the greatest example of humility when He
humbled Himself to become our sacrifice for sin (Philippians 2:7-8). As His
followers, we should honestly assess our humility in comparison to His.
Prayerfully ask the Lord to empty you of any self-interest and give you
a humble servant’s heart so His Holy Spirit can work through you. What
abilities and gifts has God blessed you with? Will you commit to graciously
and humbly minister to others, serving as Jesus served?
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Day 82

Read Luke 15
What does it say?

Jesus told the parables of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the prodigal
son.

What does it mean?

Jesus’ parables portrayed how God diligently pursues the lost and rejoices
when they are found. The shepherd who looked for his lost sheep and the
woman who searched for her lost coin illustrate God’s seeking heart for
lost sinners. He does not want anyone to perish (2 Peter 3:9). The watchful
father of the prodigal is a beautiful picture of God’s forgiveness when His
children show genuine repentance. God’s utmost desire is for all to repent
and believe in His Son, Jesus Christ, therefore. He continues to seek.
When a lost one is found, the heavenly Father’s joy is so overwhelmingly
great that all of Heaven joins in the celebration.

How should I respond?

Christ’s followers should have the same compassionate heart that
God has. As God’s messengers we carry the responsibility of bringing
unbelievers to Jesus. By living out your faith, sharing what God has done
for you, inviting others to church activities, and helping support the spread
of God’s Word, you are offering opportunities for the lost to be found. Make
a list of family members or close friends who do not know Christ and keep
it in your Bible. Will you continue to persistently pray for their salvation?
Our heavenly Father never gave up the search for us, and we should not
give up on others.
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Day 83

Read Luke 16
What does it say?

Jesus talked about a shrewd steward, a rich man, and Lazarus.

What does it mean?

Jesus used parables to teach the proper perspective of wealth. Both the
steward and the rich man used money to secure their own comfort. But
is was only temporal. About to lose his job, the shrewd steward used his
position and his master’s assets for his own benefit. The rich man was
just a shortsighted as the dishonest steward; his earthly wealth ceased to
have worth after he died because he never thought about life beyond this
world. Jesus possessions of others. A person’s resources have eternal
value only when they are invested in furthering the kingdom of God. Jesus
encouraged His disciples to love God wholeheartedly and use wealth
according to His will.

How should I respond?

Everything that we have actually belongs to God. As His stewards, each
of us will give an account one day of how we handled the resources He
entrusted to us. How are you using what He’s given you to invest in
His kingdom? Reaching others for Christ by serving at church, giving to
missions, distributing Bibles, etc., gives eternal value to your time and
money. Is your perspective more temporal or eternal? What are you
personally willing to sacrifice so that others may come to know the saving
grace of Jesus?
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Day 84

Read Luke 17
What does it say?

Jesus taught His disciples about forgiveness, faith, duty, the kingdom of
God, and His Second Coming. Then lepers asked Jesus for mercy, and He
miraculously healed them.

What does it mean?

Rather than hear the lepers immediately when they cried out to Him.
Jesus chose to test their faith and uphold the law by sending them to the
priest (Leviticus 13-14). All ten were healed, yet only one returned to thank
Jesus and glorify God. The Samaritan knew he was in the presence of
God, worshiped at Jesus’ feet and received salvation through faith in Him
as the Christ. Although the other nine were also blessed with healing,
they had no desire to glorify Jesus as God. The Samaritan man pictures
Gentiles who truly believed, and the nine lepers picture the Jewish nation,
who largely rejected Jesus as God even though they benefited from His
goodness.

How should I respond?

Can you even imagine being one of the nine lepers and not returning to
Jesus in gratitude? As difficult as that may be to comprehend, the same
thing happens countless times every day. All of humanity benefits from
God’s blessings (Matthew 5:45), but only those who recognize the Lord
as the Giver of all good things are motivated to thank, worship, and
praise Him. How often do you thank the Lord? How can you express your
gratitude today? A grateful heart that glorifies God will be blessed with His
joy in return.

www.freedombaptistchurch.com

Day 85

Read Psalm 32
What does it say?

David was forgiven when he confessed his sin to the Lord, who
surrounds those who trust Him with unfailing love and gives them songs of
deliverance.

What does it mean?

The psalm describes David “before” and “after” he confessed his sin of
adultery with Bathsheba. He tried to cover it up, but He could not hide his
sin from God. The guilt of his wrongdoing was heavy, and the conviction of
God’s Spirit was strong. Once he made the decision to confess his sin to
the Lord, it was like a weight was lifted from his chest. Fellowship with his
Lord was immediately restored. David’s gladness returned, and he could
again enjoy God’s guidance and counsel. The Lord put a song of praise
back into the heart of the psalmists. David had reason to sin God’s praise
indeed.

How should I respond?

If you are a child of God, He will not allow you to live comfortably with
known sin in your heart and life. You can try to ignore it, hide it, or lie
about it, but the truth is lead bare before God. He will discipline you in order to make you a reflection of His holiness and righteousness (Hebrews
12:5-11). What sin is sapping your joy and effectiveness for the kingdom
of God? You may consider it a much smaller issue than David’s sin of
adultery, but any sin that you allow to linger will drain you spiritually – it
may even affect you physically. All the conviction of the Holy Spirit to soften
your heart right now and confess any wrong thought, attitude, or action that
is weighing you down.
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Day 86

Read Psalm 33
What does it say?

Those who trust in God have reason to rejoice because His Word is true.
He is faithful in all He does. His purposes are fulfilled, and the earth is full
of His unfailing love.

What does it mean?

There is always reason to praise the Lord, starting with the fact that
He spoke, and the world and everything in it came to be. Also take into
account that the Creator and Heaven and Earth had revealed His thoughts
to His creation through His Word – the Bible. Scripture reveals God’s
righteousness, just, merciful, and faithful nature since time began. The
Lord’s purposes for the future are as certain as history; no human being
can stop His plans. The person who trusts God and places all of his or her
hope in what is written in His Word can be joyful, even while waiting on His
plans to come to pass.

How should I respond?

It’s been said that music is a universal language; it has the power to unlock
our emotions and allows for personal expression. Musical tastes differ,
however, even within the church. We can get so hung up on the style of
songs chosen that we miss the reason for singing in the first place. God’s
attributes, actions, and purposes are all the reason we need to break out
to praise, whether it’s with a hymn from days gone by or a newly written
praise chorus. Pay closer attention this Sunday to the words in each song
you sing – they are full of truth from God’s Word. If you’re not quite used
to singing in public, focus on softly saying the words to God as an offering
of praise. How can we remain silent when we have so many reasons to
praise Him?
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Day 87

Read Luke 18
What does it say?

Jesus taught about prayer, blessed children, addressed the hinderance of
wealth, and foretold His death and resurrection. On the way to Jericho, He
healed a blind beggar.

What does it mean?

The parable about the Pharisee and tax collector clearly portrays
justification by faith. Both men came to the temple, believed in God, and
prayed; but only one left justified in God’s eyes. The Pharisee smugly
celebrated his own superiority. Even his prayer was self-serving in
contrast, the tax collector recognized his sinfulness, knew that he
repented, the tax collector left the temple – forever thereafter righteous
before God. Self-exaltation leads to eternal judgement, but humility leads
to eternal glory.

How should I respond?

Countless people believe they can earn their way to Heaven. They think
that doing the right things will make them good enough to stand before
God, but only He can impart righteousness to people who have repented
of their sin and placed their faith in the atoning sacrifice Jesus made on the
Cross (2 Corinthians 5:21). Do you have family members or friends who
are counting on their good outweighing their bad? Will you look for open
doors to have conversations that will help bring them to faith in Christ?
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Day 88

Read Luke 19
What does it say?

Zacchaeus trusted Jesus for salvation. Christ rode triumphantly into
Jerusalem, wept over its lost condition, and cleared the temple.

What does it mean?

Zacchaeus had been scheduled for a divine appointment; he just didn’t
know it when he climbed the sycamore tree. Jesus knew his name,
his location, and his greatest need. Zacchaeus’ saving faith was in his
confession of Jesus as Lord; his promise to generously make restitution
was evidence that God had transformed his heart. Even though he was
Jewish by birth, it was Zacchaeus’ faith in Christ alone that made him a
true son of Abraham. Salvation literally came to his house that day in the
person of Jesus. Zacchaeus’ experience illustrates Jesus as the Savior
who seeks the lost.

How should I respond?

Before you became a follower of Christ, you were in the same position
as Zacchaeus – in need of the Savior. Jesus sought you by name
so you could receive God’s gift of salvation and a transformed heart
(2 Corinthians 5:17). Transformation always accompanies salvation. What
changes have occurred in your life as a result of your faith in Jesus?
Can others see evidence of Christ’s power through your testimony? Pay
attention to the leading of the Holy Spirit as you read God’s Word. What
changes is He prompting you to make today?
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Day 89

Read Luke 21
What does it say?

Jesus noted the poor widow’s offering, spoke of the coming destruction of
the temple, and revealed the sings of His return. He returned His disciples
to remain ready.

What does it mean?

Jesus posed a perplexing question to the religious leaders after their failed
attempts to discredit Him. He quoted Psalm 110:1 to declare the Messiah’s
deity, claiming it as His own. The only way the Messiah could be David’s
Lord and son is by being the eternal God who became man. He is David’s
Lord because He is God, and He is David’s son as a descendant of the
Davidic line. The Holy Spirit revealed to David that the Messiah would
be God in human form (Mark 12:36). Jesus was giving them one final
invitation to accept His deity and repent. The religious leaders knew what
Scripture said, but refused to accept Jesus as the truth of Scripture.

How should I respond?

The most critical issue of life is what a person believes about Jesus Christ.
Is Jesus God, or was He just a man? Many people view Him as a good
man, wise teacher, compassionate healer, and a miracle worker. The don’t
deny that Jesus lived, but they don’t believe that He is God. As followers of
Christ, we believe and proclaim that Jesus is Lord, the Messiah, the Son
of God. What do you believe about Jesus? How does what you profess to
believe affect how you live? Allow God to use you today as a witness of the
truth found in Jesus Christ.
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Day 90

Read Luke 21
What does it say?

Jesus noted the poor widow’s offering, spoke of the coming destruction of
the temple, and revealed the signs of His return. He warned His disciples
to remain ready.

What does it mean?

While the rich flaunted their piety with gifts for the temple treasury, a
desperately poor widow gave two small coins worth less than a cent. Yet
Jesus declared that she gave more than all the rest combined because
it cost her more than anyone else. The rich had plenty left over, but she
did not. Jesus didn’t measure the gifts by the amount given, but by the
personal cost to the giver. This poor widow unknowingly became a timeless illustration of true sacrificial giving.

How should I respond?

Everyone has financial needs and obligations. God understands that. He
knows exactly how much you have and precisely how much you have left
over after you give back to Him. The heavenly Father doesn’t expect you
to give away everything you possess, but He does want you to give as
He leads. You have been blessed with time, gifts, talents, and resources.
How pleased do you think God is with the proportion of your “giving” with
your “keeping?” If you’re having a difficult time opening your wallet to God,
check to make sure your heart is open to Him, and then look for an area
where you can give beyond your current comfort zone. How will you give
sacrificially to the Lord today?
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